
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  9th December 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Welcome to my final update of 2019, I cannot believe how quickly this half term has flown despite it 
being the longest in the school year (8 weeks). So much has happened since my last update a fortnight 
ago. First, I would like to welcome Mrs Lisa Zak to our school office team. She will be working on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons. Please give her a warm welcome. 
 
After many weeks, I am finally hoping that this will be the last update about the astro-turf. The company 
has confirmed that they are planning to finalise the work on Tuesday so I am hoping that we will open 
our new astro-turf later this week. This will be a fantastic new surface for our PE department and I look 
forward to seeing students playing sport on the new facility. I fully understand that the lack of facilities 
caused some disruption to PE lessons but we are now fully active. We have some students who keep 
forgetting their PE kit and thinking that this will mean they do not have to take part practically. Please 
remind your child that PE is a compulsory part of their education and for them to develop a healthy 
lifestyle, it is important that they have some exercise and our PE lessons are an important part of their 
education and personal development.  
 
We have a team of industrialised cleaners working on S-Block. On removing the cladding in the sports 
hall, there is evidence of more smoke damage than originally thought. I am waiting for the insurers to 
confirm if our clean-up is still on track to be completed ready for the sports hall to be back in use at the 
start of January. 
 
Thank you for all your support during our recent Ofsted inspection, our whole school community really 
pulled together to recognise the improvement journey we are on. I am not allowed to share the findings 
until the report has been completed, even the staff do not know what the findings are. As soon as the 
report is published, I will hold special assemblies for the students and share the report with parents and 
carers. 
 
I am pleased to report that Mrs Natalie McCombe in the mathematics department won the Gazette 
Education Award for the most inspiring teacher 2019. This is a wonderful achievement with so many 
excellent teachers from our region shortlisted. This is the second year in a row that Baines has won this 
award. I was also very proud that we were finalists in so many different categories, having the work and 
achievements of students and staff across so many different facets of our work is something to be 
celebrated. 
 
I wrote to you last time about attendance, the sickness recently has really affected student and staff 
attendance. Thank you for your understanding that we have some supply staff in school at the moment. 
We do try to ensure there are subject specialists in place so that learning is maximised. The supply staff 
cover illness but also to facilitate training, trips and special events. Last week in particular we had many 
special events with the Lancaster University/Ogden Trust Science Roadshow, Gulwali Passerley visit, 
special assemblies for years 9, 10 and 11 from the Amy Winehouse Foundation and the author Tom 
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Palmer talked to year 7 and delivered writing workshops for boys. Over the next two weeks we have 
special events too with the Year 7 Founders Service on Tuesday night starting at 7pm at St Chads 
Church in Poulton. (Year 7 families should have received a leaflet invite so we can welcome students 
and their families), Mock Elections, Christmas Jumper Day, Christmas Dinner, Christmas Concert. Please 
note that our school is being used as a Polling Station for the real general election on Thursday 12th 
December, this will take place in the old Sixth Form block via the James Baines Community Room 
entrance. 

Stars of the Week  

     

 
Sporting Success  
 
Year 11 Netball league 
 
Year 11 finished with Baines being crowned as the league champions. The girls beat St Aidans and 

then Millfield in a close match 10-7. 

 

Congratulations to all members of the team and what a fantastic way to end their last year at Baines 

School as Netball League Champions!!We were also very proud that these students were finalists in 

the Gazette Education Awards for the Sport Award.  

 

Year 7 and Year 9 Netball leagues have also started well with both teams beating Fleetwood and 

Garstang.  

 

Well done to all those who are representing school and keep up the good work. 

 

Football 

 

Year 7 

 

Year 7 beat St Michael's in Chorley 4-0 in the Lancashire cup.  

 

If they win their next game they are in the finals! 

 

Year 10 

 

Year 10 beat Garstang 4-2 in the Wyre and Fylde finals night. 
 
 

     
Sonny 
Year 7 

Woody 
Year 8 

Katie 
Year 9 

Sammie 
Year 10 

Amy 
Year 11 
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Other Successes 
 
North West Irish Dancing 
 
Katie recently competed in the North West Irish Dancing Regional Qualifying 
competition in Oldham. Katie was placed 4th overall and has now qualified 
for the World Irish Dance Championships that will be held in Dublin 2020. 
 
Music – Peripatetic Lessons 
 
Students who wish to continue and/or start instrumental/vocal tuition at Baines can sign up and pay for 
lessons via ParentPay. Mr Shillitoe would ideally like all payments to be made by Monday 16th 
December so that the January timetables can be produced. If you would like to discuss 
instrumental/vocal lessons, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Shillitoe (rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 
 
Christmas Creative Arts Evening 
 
Our annual Christmas Creative Arts Evening will take place on Wednesday 18th December in our School 
Hall.  Starting at 7pm, this concert will feature musical ensembles, instrumental/vocal soloists, dancers 
and musical theatre acts.  It promises to be a wonderful and fitting start to the festive season.  Our 
Creative Arts gallery will also be open from 6.15pm, featuring work produced in Creative Arts lessons.  
Tickets are available on the door (£3 adults, £2 children/students/concessions). 
 
Performing Arts Donations 
 
As our music department and the school musical continue to grow at Baines, we are on the lookout for 
more instruments, music equipment, costumes, props etc. If you are having a clear out and have any 
items matching the above description that you no longer require and need a home for, then please do 
contact Mr Shillitoe (rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk). We can always find a home for donations and we 
promise you that any items that are kindly donated will be put to good use and will support student 
learning and development across the Performing Arts. 
 
Literacy Update 
 
As we approach the general election it is a useful time for our students to become critical readers and 
understand the concepts of fact and bias.  If any leaflets come through your door over the next few 
days, then it could be interesting to look at whether your child can identify what is a fact and what is an 
opinion.  When studying non-fiction texts, it's helpful to look at the use of emotive language, statistics, 
facts and opinions in order to ascertain how the reader is being manipulated or informed.  Party political 
broadcasts will also employ the same tactics so some visual literacy may be of benefit too. 
In the run up to Christmas, students may enjoy reading reviews of the special TV and film events that 
will run over the festive period.  High level reviews elevate vocabulary and model excellent punctuation, 
these are a good way to develop literacy skills quickly and easily. 

mailto:rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Our words of the week for the next two weeks are myriad and idiosyncrasy. 
 
Visit from Gulwali Passarlay 
 
On Tuesday 3rd December we were very fortunate to be visited by 
Gulwali Passarlay, an Afghan Refugee who at the age of 12 travelled 
11,000 miles from Afghanistan searching for safety. 
 
He spoke to our students about his journey and the dangers he faced, 
his resilience and inner strength as he kept going whilst he travelled for 
12 months in the back of lorries, jumping from a moving train to safety, 
hiding in the engine of a lorry and being forced onto a small boat with 119 other people. 
 
He talked of his fears when he was put into prison by authorities as a scared 12-year-old boy, because 
he was a refugee, and his joy when he was finally reunited with his brother. 
 
Gulwali showed the students the importance of empathy, and how fortunate they were to be born in a 
society where they do feel safe, and automatically receive an education and health care.  
 
Our students were wonderful, with lots of questions being asked, and one very profound statement, 
when a Year 7 boy said “I do not have a question for you, but I just want to say how sorry I am that this 
happened to you”. 

 

 

Our Head Boys and Girls have all been preparing for the general 
election on 12th December, we are holding a mock election in 
school. They are all representing a political party and have been 
speaking to students in assemblies informing them of their policies 
on education, health etc. 

 
All students will receive a ballot form on 12th December and will be given the opportunity to vote either 
at break or lunchtime. The votes will be counted by our very own independent adjudicator Mr Frith-
Jones, who will then inform us of the outcome! 
 
Safeguarding 
 
E-safety update 
 

If your child is fortunate enough to receive a new phone or tablet this Christmas, please check out this 
e-safety advice, regarding Apps for all ages of children. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/child-friendly-apps-your-children-will-
enjoy/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAiZPvBRDZARIsAORkq7cUYv1DvqCsZBZ0Ddn6lYpacCvRlWoPpjvU6HbNTR4
gt6EylS8lwzsaAmQfEALw_wcB 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/child-friendly-apps-your-children-will-enjoy/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAiZPvBRDZARIsAORkq7cUYv1DvqCsZBZ0Ddn6lYpacCvRlWoPpjvU6HbNTR4gt6EylS8lwzsaAmQfEALw_wcB
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/child-friendly-apps-your-children-will-enjoy/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAiZPvBRDZARIsAORkq7cUYv1DvqCsZBZ0Ddn6lYpacCvRlWoPpjvU6HbNTR4gt6EylS8lwzsaAmQfEALw_wcB
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/guidance/child-friendly-apps-your-children-will-enjoy/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAiZPvBRDZARIsAORkq7cUYv1DvqCsZBZ0Ddn6lYpacCvRlWoPpjvU6HbNTR4gt6EylS8lwzsaAmQfEALw_wcB
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Reverse Advent 
 
Christmas is a wonderful time of the year, where families get 
together and enjoy each other’s company, making the most of their 
time together.  
 
For some though, it is a difficult time. Some people are on their own 
at Christmas, or find Christmas to be a financial burden, when they 
are already struggling.  
 
The Baines family is very much aware that there are people in our community who also find Christmas 
difficult; families struggling to make ends meet and lonely neighbours are just two examples. The 
Student Council are wanting to make sure that this year, Christmas can be a happier one, for the people 
in our community. 
 
They are proposing to have a Reverse Advent from 2nd December until 13th December, where staff, 
students, governors, parents and carers can donate food and gifts to the school office, if in a position to 
do so, and the Student Council will organise them into gift hampers. 
 
Likewise, if you know of a family, a friend, an elderly neighbour or anyone who would benefit from a gift 
hamper, please contact the school office, who will treat the information with the utmost discretion. The 
information we will need will be: 
 
Name and address, and circumstance, e.g. elderly male, female, family with teenagers etc, so that we 
may organise the most suitable hamper. 
 
The week beginning 16th December we will take the gift hampers to their new homes. 
As always, thank you so much for your support with this. 
 

 
Christmas Jumper Day is on Friday 13th December, where students can wear their own Christmas 
jumper in exchange for a £1 donation for Save the Children. 
 
The children will also be treated to a lip-sync Christmas Carolokee, where I believe some famous stars 
will be appearing. Students wanting to watch can pay a 20p donation on the door. 
Will Miss Twentyman retain her crown? 
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 

click our link before shopping (especially for places like Amazon). Any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. 
This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our 
school.  

We now have £220.00 raised for school. I am hoping that this will increase as people start shopping 
online for Christmas. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel 
website. Over the next few weeks we will show the students the site and email the PowerPoint home 
again as a gentle reminder. It is a little something you and family and friends can do to support Baines 
without it costing you anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends 
for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

Forthcoming Events   
 

10th December- Year 7 Christmas Founders Service, 7pm, St Chads Church 

12th December- KS4 Hospitality & Catering Exam 

13th December- Christmas Jumper Day - £1.00 donation to charity 

17th December- Christmas Lunch in the refectory 

18th December- Creative Arts Evening 7pm in the School Hall 

19th December-Ski Trip to Rossendale 

20th December- School Closes for Christmas Holidays-Early Closure 1pm 

6th January-School Re-Opens 

14th January- Year 11 Consultation Eve 4-7pm 

15th January- Year 11 (English) Edge Hill University Visit for the performance of a Christmas Carol- 
Depart 9am-4.30 return (approx) 

 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher             

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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