
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  23rd September 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
What a fantastic start to learning our students have made this year. I have spent a lot of time going into 
classrooms to see the learning ethic of the student and looking at the quality of their work and I am 
pleased that virtually all students are taking their learning seriously, showing pride in their books and 
the concentration levels have definitely improved. As you know the pattern of high achievement at 
Baines is linked to high levels of attendance, high levels of motivation and following the guidance from 
teachers and staff. Thank you for your support in helping to ensure your child / children model these. 
This newsletter starts with numerous ‘thankyou’s’ from me, it is so wonderful having such a supportive 
parent and carer body to help in the relentless drive to ensure our students achieve their very best and 
to make Baines the best it can be. 
 
Tonight is our Open Evening (6.30 – 9.00pm), where we showcase all the things we do here at Baines. 
It is always wonderful having so many student helpers during the evening, looking smart in their uniform. 
Thank you for allowing them to come back to school to help out. 
 
Last week our extra-curricular enrichment programme started. It is a fantastic programme with many 
different clubs on offer to enthuse and enrich your children. If you haven’t seen the list, please do ask 
your child. We are also very lucky to have some activities run by some external providers, see details 
below: 
On Mondays after school we have Mandarin and Chinese Culture Club, this is a wonderful opportunity 
provided by the partnership between Anchorsholme Academy and Lancaster University. Our students 
will learn some Mandarin language and also about Chinese culture.  
On Tuesdays after school in the Dance Studio we have Activ8 leading Self Defence classes. There is a 
cost for these classes but the company are very well established in Blackpool and Lancaster in providing 
excellent sessions. Please see the information leaflet at the end of this update for further details. 
On Wednesdays after school, our dance classes have now started again and we shall look forward to 
seeing the students perform at events this year. 
We are now working with Borwick Hall staff to deliver our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award training and 
assessments this year. The silver group are ready for their practice expedition and Mrs Johnson will be 
launching the Bronze Award with Year 9 soon. 
 
Thank you for all your support regarding the wearing of tights if skirts are too short or being worn 
inappropriately. I have had so much positive feedback about how smart they look. There are just a few 
students now who are not wearing tights and rolling up their skirt. These are now being asked to wear 
tights on a permanent basis. 
 
In the last update I informed you of the FPA musical event that was to be held in October. The group 
have had quite a lot of interest but the feedback has been that people are going away for half term, so 
they have decided to postpone it until a later date when they have publicised the event more widely. 
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Many apologies for any disappointment this causes but I am sure it will be an excellent social event in 
the future. 
 
As you are aware we are having updates to the boilers and astro turf at the moment, both projects are 
progressing and I look forward to both being completed as part of the ongoing improvements being 
made to our school. 
 
We are currently advertising for a full time Assistant Site Supervisor (to work afternoons and evenings) 
and for a Part-Time Administrator in the main school office (8 hours per week). Please see the 
vacancies section on our school website or the Lancashire County Council vacancies website for further 
details. If you are interested and would like some further information, please contact Jane Hambleton in 
the finance office. 

Stars of the Week 

     

 

Sporting Success  

Year 8 Rugby Results 
 

 
 
Baines 10 Lytham 5 
Baines 5 St. Aidan's 20 
Baines 10 Garstang 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 10 & 11 Rugby Results 
 
Despite the early set of fixtures, the boys played well, a Man of the Match performance from Rees in 
Year 11. The boys will be training hard for their next set of fixtures on Monday 23rd September where 
they will play Garstang and Carr Hill.  Baines 7 - St. Aidan's 19, Baines 19 - Lytham 21. 
 
 

     
Magda 
Year 7 

Sian 
Year 8 

Ollie 
Year 9 

Abi 
Year 10 

Callum 
Year 11 
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Swimming Success 
 
During the summer break Jacob (Year 8) took part in the 'Epic Event' 500m open water swim in 
Coniston water. In very windy and choppy conditions Jacob finished 8th out of 84. 
 

                 
 
Joseph (who left Baines during the summer) was old enough to swim the one mile event, he finished 
10th (out of almost 300). He also completed and passed his NPLQ (National Pool Lifeguard 
Qualification) just 2 days after his 16th birthday. 
 
Road Relay Championships 
 

 
 
Ella Leonard Year 7 has been selected to represent Lancashire in the Road 
Relay Championships. The Lancashire team came second. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Successes  
 
Musical Theatre 
 
Livs in Year 9 recently took her Grade 8 LAMDA Musical Theatre exam. This a nationally recognised 
qualification. We are delighted that Livs achieved a Distinction. 
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Driving and Parking at Baines School 
 
Some of you may be aware that last week there was an accident outside of school. Whilst there were 
no cars parked on the yellow lines at the time, I would like to use the opportunity to thank you for being 
careful as you drive past school, especially during the times for dropping off and picking up from school, 
where the speed limit is 20 mph. Thank you also for parking considerately and adhering to the yellow 
markings outside of school and being courteous to our neighbours. A further plea please for parents and 
carers to know that they should not drive in or out of our school grounds for the ten minutes before and 
after the start and end of school. (8.25 to 8.45am and 2.40 to 3.00pm). Please be mindful of the speed 
at which you enter and exit the school site as we have many children to keep safe. 
 
Year 7 Class Charts 
I am sure that the Year 7 parents are really looking forward to receiving their Class Charts log ins so that 
they can track the homework and reward points their children may be receiving. We have a process for 
this and have to make sure that the we abide by GDPR rules for data protection, so it is likely that you 
will not receive this information until you attend the Year 7 settling in evening just before half term. Your 
child has a planner so any detentions (I am sure there will be very few of these) can be logged in the 
student planner until you can use the Class Charts system. Your child has their log in so you can ask 
them to log in for you to check their record in the meantime. 
 
Message from Senior Head Boy and Senior Head Girl to Parents and Carers of Baines School 
 
 
To the parents and carers of Baines School,  
 
First of all, ourselves and the rest of the Head Boys and Girls in Year 11, 
would like to say how pleased we are to have the privilege of representing 
our school at such a high level. We look forward to establishing our roles in 
Year 11, (considering in the past these roles, have held such great 
responsibility, have been given to the Year 13 students of the old sixth form). Currently, we are planning 
to hold regular meetings between us all to discuss our upcoming prom and some of the changes that 
we'd like to see happen in our school. We also plan to work with the School Council to discuss the 
changes that they'd like to see in school and how we can work together to make them happen. We are 
all excited at working together and with our school's Leadership Team and look forward to the academic 
year ahead of us! 
 
On behalf of Charlie and Poppy.   
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Head Boys and Girls 
 

 
It is with great pleasure that I announce the new 
Senior Head Boy, Charlie and the Senior Head Girl, 
Poppy. They will be supported in this role by 
Cameron, Rees, Owen, Ethan, Lucy, Caitlin, Holly 
and Eleanor. We also have a fantastic group of 
Deputy Head Girls and Boys and Year 11 prefects 
who will all play an important role within school. I am 
really looking forward to working with all the team 
this year as they look to be excellent ambassadors 
for our school. 
 

Mr G Mates 
 
 
Literacy 
 
Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) starts on Monday 23rd September for all of Key Stage 3.  In year 7, 
8 and 9 students will spend part of their period 1 lesson reading their current reading book.  All students 
should have a reading book with them at all times as it is part of their equipment.  DEAR is designed to 
encourage a strong reading culture within Baines - we are a reading school and a big part of this is 
reading for pleasure as well as for learning.  Please have a conversation with your child about what they 
are reading and whether they are enjoying it.  Students are welcome to use our ILC to get books or 
alternatively they can bring them in from home or visit their local library. A literacy update is going to be 
sent home within the next few weeks to give you more information on how Baines is developing the 
literacy skills of our pupils. 
                                     

Safeguarding Update 
 
This link is an excellent resource for parents and carers regarding digital wellbeing. 
 
 https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/digital-wellbeing-%E2%80%93-guidance-parents 
 
 

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/digital-wellbeing-%E2%80%93-guidance-parents


   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                        23rd September 2019   
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An Assistant Producer writing from the hit BBC One prime time series Eat Well for Less? are currently 
casting for the seventh series and are looking for families / households who would like to eat well and 
save some money on their weekly shop. The show follows MasterChef’s Gregg Wallace & award 
winning greengrocer Chris Bavin on a mission to prove that it is possible for families and households to 
save money on their food budget without scrimping on taste and nutrition.  
 
 

 

 

Following the success of last year’s coffee morning; we will be running one again this year on Friday 
27th September 2019 from 9 am until 10.30 am and you are all invited! 

All students and staff will be invited to enter the Baines Bake-off! There will be a staff category and a 
student category. Staff are already getting out their recipe books to try and steal the crown from Mrs 
Davies, who won the staff category last year. 

Any entries need to be taken to the ILC for 8.30am on the morning of the event, where the winner will 
be decided. 

Students who would like to support the morning, but not enter the competition, can bring in cakes to 
sell at lunchtime, where we will raise money running a cake sale. 

Thank you for supporting this amazing charity! 

 

                                                                                                           

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it 
costing you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the 

Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you 
any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  

We now have £214.00 raised for school. I am hoping that this will increase as people start shopping 
online for Christmas. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel 
website. Over the next few weeks we will show the students the site and email the PowerPoint home 
again as a gentle reminder. It is a little something you and family and friends can do to support Baines 
without it costing you anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends 
for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Forthcoming Events:   

 

23rd September-Open Evening 6.30-9pm for Prospective Year 7 

24th September – KS3 Auditions for the School Musical 3-5pm in the Drama Studio 

26th September-KS4 Auditions for the School Musical 3-5pm in the Drama Studio 

27th September-School Photographs Years 7 & 10 

27th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning & Cake Sale 

27th September- Musical Cast Reveal (Lunchtime in the School Hall) 

1st October-Year 6 Taster Session 

2nd October-Year 10 & 11 Information Evening 5-6pm 

8th October- Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 

9th October- Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 

10th October- Year 6 Taster Session 

10th October-Careers Evening 

17th October-Year 7 Parents Settling-In Evening 5.30-7pm 

 

 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher                                                                            
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