
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  9TH September 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Welcome to the new school term, I hope you had a wonderful summer break and enjoyed quality time 
with your children. Last week it was lovely to see all of our students return and to welcome our new 
Year 7 students. We have also had a large number of admission enquiries over the last week too. Please 
forgive me for the large introduction to this update as there are so many things for me to keep you 
informed about. It is a very exciting time to be at Baines School. This is a new start to us as an 11-16 
school. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new staff and tell you about any changes to 
staffing roles: 
Mrs Tilley is now our permanent Head of Science and we are pleased to introduce you to three new 
teachers in the science department, Mr Lilley, Ms. Manasseh and Mrs Withnell. Ms Smith is joining 
the English department. We welcome back Mr Grundy and Mrs Rawlings into the Creative Arts 
department (mostly working in catering and design) and Miss Hill continues to cover in languages while 
Mrs Bristol is on maternity leave (she had a baby boy). We have a number of new staff in support team 
roles: Mrs Johnson will continue her work with the Duke of Edinburgh Award but she is now transferring 
her excellent skills that were used in the sixth form to being our Careers Officer and she will guide our 
students to help them with their choices in preparation for life after they leave Baines School. Mrs 
Crowther will continue leading the provision in Isolation and as a cover supervisor to maintain standards 
and continuity when some lessons need covering. This year our Learning Support Department will be 
expanding, Ms Wylde is joining our Learning Support Department and will continue to lead the Eco 
Team. We will be advertising for some Level 3 Apprenticeships in Learning Support over the next couple 
of weeks. Finally, I would like to introduce Mr John Noon to you all, he is our new Catering Manager. 
He is a very experienced Chef who worked in London (he has rubbed shoulders with the likes of Gordon 
Ramsey in the past). I have asked him to make sure that we have more home-made food made with 
healthy and natural ingredients. He has already cooked some delicious food. We are aware that we 
haven’t got the food quite right yet as we are adapting to the increased demand (the students can’t 
seem to get enough), we will keep working on this! 
Mr Noon will aim to meet personally with students with specific allergies over the next two weeks to 
ask them about their allergy and the food they would like to eat; this way we will see if we can improve 
the food available to them. Mr Noon has already introduced new vegan, gluten free and vegetarian 
meals, we just need to publicise these more so students are aware and try new food. 
 
Over the summer we have been improving our school, some of this work is continuing during this half 
term. We were very pleased to have been successful in receiving a grant in order to replace the old 
boilers in the main school building. This work is due to be finished in early October. We have some 
fantastic new equipment in Design Technology with three new 3-D printers and a laser cutter. This 
equipment will enable us to teach exciting lessons where students will be able to design and see the 
process through the manufacturing stage to completion. This mirrors industry and I am sure you will be 
pleased with these technological developments. The Sixth Form Common Room will now be used to 
teach drama lessons and for music rehearsals, the Sixth Form ILC will be used by some of our vocational 
subjects to support their independent learning and the little seminar room has been converted to a James 
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Baines Community Room. I hope that parents and carers will get involved by joining me for my coffee 
mornings and also to work with the Former Pupils to help us archive our history and create our living 
audio archives and displays too. 
 
If you visit our school, you will see that the Astro Turf is out of use at the moment. I was hoping to 
surprise you all by having a new surface re-laid over the summer holidays. We have saved extremely 
hard in order to do this. Unfortunately, when the surface was removed, it was clear that the foundations 
also needed to be re-placed. As you can imagine, this is very expensive and a blow to the school 
finances, however, the work will be done and we hope it will be ready to use by October half term 
(dependent upon the weather). We are pleased that we now have a number of bookings for school as 
we can open it for community use in the evenings. If you have an interest in hiring any of our rooms / 
facilities in the evening, please do get in touch with Jane Hambleton, in the finance office. 
 
The final improvement is as a result of our partnership with the BecomingX charity. I am so pleased to 
announce that we now have two Promethean Active Inspire panels in classrooms. We are still learning 
how to use them but I know they will be able to support inspirational teaching where students can 
explore the world from our classroom. 
 
Congratulations to our A-Level and GCSE students who achieved excellent results. I have produced two 
separate papers which celebrate their successes. They will be emailed out to you. Our early analysis 
suggests that the progress made by students has improved for the second consecutive year, however 
national data has yet to be confirmed.  
 
On Wednesday 4th September I delivered assemblies to every student in the school. As well as 
welcoming them back and sharing with them how our curriculum is planned so that they know we plan 
to deliver an education that develops their academic and personal development needs, I also shared 
with them our priorities for this year. Our results over the last two years show that those students who 
attend well, listen to the advice from teachers, concentrate in lessons and work hard – they achieve very 
well and excellent results. The students who do not drive their own learning or who settle for grades 
below their ability and those with poor attendance do not achieve as well as they should. This year we 
are concentrating on the following:  
Work ethic – to ensure that students work hard 
Concentration and writing stamina – this helps prepare students for their GCSE exams, build resilience 
and will enable them to fulfil their potential in exams and life 
Taking responsibility for their own learning – students must want to achieve for themselves and make 
sure that they catch up any work missed. If they miss a lesson, then they must see their teacher to find 
out what they need to do to catch up and they must complete the homework. Too often I hear students 
saying that they haven’t done the homework because they missed the lesson and they expect that to 
be fine. Some students forget that examiners do not write the exam papers taking into account the 
topics that they may have missed. Learning in KS3 provides a strong foundation for KS4 and beyond, 
so all learning is important. 
Independent learning skills – instead of asking the teachers for all the answers, we are adopting the 
‘Try 3 Before Me’ technique so that the students try to work out the answers for themselves before 
asking or expecting the teacher to give them the answer. This will help problem solving in life. 
RESPECT – for themselves, other students, staff, belongings, equipment, families, our community and 
society. We expect all students to build respectful relationships and to respect their equipment and 
other people around them. I ask that parents and carers also role model this, including in the way they 
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phone, email or communicate with school. We all make mistakes in life but no one should be subject to 
being shouted or sworn at and I have a duty of care to protect staff from being verbally abused.  
 
I know we are going to have an excellent year and I look forward to sharing the many successes and 
special events this year with you in my fortnightly update. 
 

Stars of the Week 

     

Sporting Success  

Fun Day July 2019 
 
The annual Fun Day took place on the 19th July 2019. Teams from each year, within each of the four 
Houses, competed against each other in the four sports of Netball, Dodgeball, Football and Rounder’s. 
 
The competition between the Houses was intense but after a full day of competition the winners were 
as follows; 
 
Year 7- Stafford 
Year 8- Whittington 
Year 9- Founders  
Year 10- Tomlinson 
 
Overall Winners- Stafford for the third year running!  
 
 Mr Patel (Head of Stafford House) was over the moon!!!    
 
 

                        

     
Tyler 

Year 7 
Matthew 

Year 8 
Kaia 

Year 9 
Tom 

Year 10 
Sophia 
Year 11 
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 Other Successes  
 
 

 
 

 
What a day! Baines School and all of the schools and academies in the Blackpool Ogden Partnership 
had a great time taking part in the Pop Up Planetarium and all of the Ogden Trust activities. Thank you 
to the Ogden Trust and thankyou to the host academy, Unity Academy. 
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Northfold Primary Forensics Scientists from Year 5 came to visit Baines School to solve the mystery of 
who Jack The Ripper was using forensic science techniques. Jack the Ripper did not have a chance and 
Northfold Year 5 class, you were awesome! 

 

                                                              

                                                                                

    

 
Safeguarding Update 
 
Year 9 girls will be receiving their HPV second dose vaccination on 17th September 2019. Consent 
forms have already been received. 
Year 8 girls and boys, and Year 9 boys will receive theirs in the new year. 
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Skirts and Uniform Standards 
 
The Year 7 students look wonderful in their uniform, well done for working around the challenges that 
some of the uniform providers have had in meeting demand. 
For those returning to Baines, thank you for your fabulous support in ensuring that students returned to 
school with impeccable uniform standards. As you are aware, in order to ensure that students who wear 
skirts are kept safe we have lengthened the school skirt so that it now is knee length. Students with the 
new skirts really do look smart and dressed appropriately. The majority of students with skirts that are 
too short are now wearing thick black or brown tights and this is definitely helping to maintain their 
modesty. There are a few students who will be receiving letters to inform them of the requirement to 
wear the thick tights every day (or they can wear Baines brown trousers if they wish). This is for one of 
two reasons: either the skirt is too short or the student keeps rolling their skirt up so it is not an 
appropriate length. I have also been made aware that a few students have had their skirt shortened 
professionally. It is expected that the new length will be phased in naturally so please do not have it 
shortened, this costs a lot of money and adds to the price of the uniform unnecessarily as well as the 
student having to wear tights all year, even in the summer. 
 
The wearing of jewellery has also improved; to maintain standards we will be using the same system 
as we do for mobile phones for any jewellery that is not part of our uniform. Finally, on uniform, there 
were a few students with nail varnish, false nails and hair colour that is not a natural shade still in place 
from the summer. I expect all of these infringements to have been rectified over the weekend. 
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KS3 Catering - Payment Reminder 
 
Please can all parents/carers read the letter that was sent home with your son/daughter on the first day 
of term that outlines arrangements for preparing ingredients for KS3 Catering lessons.  The new system 
we are implementing is an opt in system via ParentPay, and if you wish to opt out and still source 
ingredients yourself, please complete and return the necessary slip to Mr Grundy ASAP.  Thank you. 
 
Instrumental/Vocal Tuition Sign Up - Last Chance 
 
If your son/daughter wishes to start instrumental and/or vocal lessons at Baines, this is their last chance 
to see Mr Shillitoe in order to obtain the necessary forms.  Lessons will commence 23rd September 
2019.  If your son/daughter submitted a form last June/July wishing to start/continue lessons, you will 
soon (if not already) receive a letter requesting payment.  Any questions/issues, please do get in touch 
with Mr Shillitoe (rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 
 
ParentPay 
 
If any parent or carer is struggling to register and upload money on to ParentPay, please contact the 
finance team. They are really helpful and will organise this with you so that your children can access the 
food in the canteen easily. We want to prevent large debts from building up in accounts too. So please 
do contact us for help and advice. 
 
Year 7 Team Building & Adventure School Trip   
 

 
 
Just a reminder that If you would like your son/daughter to participate in this invaluable visit, please 
complete and return the permission slip and pay a non-refundable deposit of £50 by 20th September 
2019. 
If you would like more information, please contact the school office. 

mailto:rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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We will be supporting Jeans for Genes day on 20th September 2019, 
where students can wear their own jeans with their normal uniform for 
a £1 donation. 
Many thanks for your support! 
 

 

 

Following the success of last year’s coffee morning; we will be 
running one again this year on Friday 27th September 2019 from 9 
am until 10.30 am and you are all invited! 

All students and staff will be invited to enter the Baines Bake-off! 
There will be a staff category and a student category. Staff are already getting out their recipe books 
to try and steal the crown from Mrs Davies, who won the staff category last year. 

Any entries need to be taken to the ILC for 8.30am on the morning of the event, where the winner will 
be decided. It is hoped that the cakes will then be sold as part of the cake sale. 

Students who would like to support the morning, but not enter the competition, can bring in cakes to 
sell at lunchtime, where we will raise money running a cake sale. 

Thank you for supporting this amazing charity! 

 

School Angel               

                                                                                                              

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link 
before purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school 
without it costing you anything. Any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small 

percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies 
make a charitable contribution to our school.  

We now have £214.00 raised for school. I am hoping that this will increase as people start shopping 
online for Christmas. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel 
website. Over the next few weeks we will show the students the site and email the PowerPoint home 
again as a gentle reminder. It is a little something you and family and friends can do to support Baines 
without it costing you anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends 
for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html


    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        9TH September 2019   

 

Forthcoming Events:   

 

17th September-Year 8 & 9 Girls HPV Vaccinations 

20th September-Jeans for Genes Day  

23rd September-Open Evening 6.30-9pm for Prospective Year 7 

24th September – KS3 Auditions for the School Musical 3-5pm in the Drama Studio 

26th September-KS4 Auditions for the School Musical 3-5pm in the Drama Studio 

27th September-School Photographs Years 7 & 10 

27th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning & Cake Sale 

27th September- Musical Cast Reveal (Lunchtime in the School Hall) 

2nd October-Year 10 & 11 Information Evening 5-6pm 

17th October-Year 7 Parents Settling-In Evening 5.30-7pm 

 

 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  
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Hitting the Right Note 
Baines Alumni invites you all to a reunion to celebrate the musical accomplishments of Baines School.  
We will Wiz through the productions; M’ k a do of it so we can all G.E.L again. Make a note in your 
diary and Plan…it as A Return to the Forbidden… otherwise you will not be a ‘Appy one 
 
 

Saturday 19th October 2019 in the School 
 

The day celebrates all aspects of music at Baines from both the staff and the students. 
 
We will Twist Back in Time to start the events which kick off at 4pm with a rehearsal of a ‘scratch’ 
choir.  Everyone is welcome to join in; it will be a sight to see – a Dazzle (ing) performance.  Relive the 
memories of the past and join past students and staff singing songs from the Baines shows.   
 
This will be followed by food and a Get Together where we can all share memories of Music and the 
Shows at Baines.    
 
The evening will conclude with an impromptu concert for all those who would like to entertain us all, 
or just simply enjoy the music.  
 
If you are interested in attending and/or participating, please contact any of the following: 
David Astall (das@bcs.org.uk) 
Muriel Ryding (murielryding@gmail.com) 
Joan Swan (jswan1@hotmail.co.uk or text 07887880497) 
 
Tickets for this Reunion are available from 1st Sept and cost £10.  This includes food.  Contact Muriel 
for further details of how to get your tickets. 
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