
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  1st July 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
I cannot believe how quickly this academic year has flown and we now only have three weeks left before 
the summer holidays. On Friday we said goodbye to Emma-Jane Hague who had been working in the 
school office. It is always very special when former pupils return to work at school and Emma-Jane has 
been so efficient. We wish her the very best in her future career as she joins the Met Police in London. 
 
At the end of this update you will see the holidays for next year. We did issue this in November but due 
to the changes the government made to the early May Day Bank Holiday next year (Moving May Day to 
Friday 8th May) so that the country can celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. Please ensure you 
have noted this change to the term dates.  
 
The work of the Student Council has really developed this year, they have their vision and aims and have 
organised events. This week is the Random Act of Kindness week and next week is Charity Week. I 
hope you will talk to your children about the small things they can do to help others. 
 
This week we welcome our new Year 7 families for September. On Thursday night we are holding the 
induction evening for parents and carers and on Friday our new students will spend the day with us. It 
is always fantastic getting to know the new members of our community.  
 
You will see that Monday 8th July I am holding the termly coffee morning from 10.00 to 11.00am for 
parents and carers. You may be aware that most schools are developing the aims and values of their 
curriculum at the moment. I would like to share our proposed model with the parents and carers on that 
morning, to receive some feedback before the final version is published in September. So if you have a 
little spare time on Friday morning, then please do come for a cup of tea / coffee.  
 
Uniform and standards of dress – thank you for your support last week in helping to maintain our uniform 
standards regarding skirt length. A few other patterns are emerging:  

1. Some students seem to think that if they wear a jumper, then they do not need a blazer. The 
jumper is an optional item of uniform but the blazer is compulsory.  

2. Piercings – our policy is very clear that we allow one small earring to be worn in the lobe of each 
ear. No other piercings are allowed (including facial piercings), this includes plastic or clear items 
in such piercings. 

3. Jewellery – our policy states that apart from one earring in each ear lobe, then the only other item 
of jewellery to be worn is a watch. A number of students are wearing rings, bracelets and 
necklaces. They do not need jewellery in school, if they get caught, they can cause injuries and 
also students become very upset if they lose such items. 

I thank you in advance for your support in maintaining the high standards of appearance at school.  
 
Finally, from me, there are many exciting events over the next few weeks, I hope the students really 
enjoy these and use them to enhance their personal development skills. 
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Stars of the Week 

    

      Whittington         Founders          Stafford        Tomlinson 
 

Sporting Success  

Boys Wyre and Fylde Athletics Championships 
 
The Boys Wyre and Fylde Athletics Championships were held at Stanley Park on Thursday 27th June. 
 
The weather was kind and we all had a great day with some excellent individual performances. A special 
mention goes to our Year 7 team who won and to Henry a Year 8 student who broke the 200m record. 
 
Year 7 1st 
Year 8 5th 
Year 9 9th 
Year 10 5th 
 
There were 12 teams in each event and we finished 5th overall. 
 
North Lancashire Golf Championships 
 
On Monday 24th June, the Baines golf team took part in the North Lancashire Golf Championships at 
Burnley Golf Club. Charlie, Finlay and Grace represented Baines, alongside Adam who came 3rd and 
Sam achieving a Nett score. 
 
Y10 Rounder’s Team are the Wyre and Fylde Champions! 
 
On Wednesday 19th June, all the schools in the Wyre and Fylde area played a rounder’s tournament 
hosted by Rossall school.   
 
The Baines Year 10 rounder’s team are winners of the title of Wyre and Fylde champions! The girls 
practised hard, kept calm under pressure and stepped up their performance with every game. They fully 
deserve their undefeated title! 

    
Alex 

Year 7 
Harrison 
Year 8 

Sean 
Year 9 

Harry 
Year 10 
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The Year 10 rounder’s team also won the league achieving the double; League and tournament 
champions! Well done to everyone who contributed.  
 
Other Successes 
 
Cheshire North West Schoolboy Motor Cross Championship 
 
Ricky competed in round 4 and 5 of the Cheshire North West Schoolboy Championship at Doncaster 
Moto Parc.   
 
He finished 3rd on the podium on the Saturday and 2nd overall on the Sunday.    
 

          
 
Grease The Musical 
 
Lily, one of our year 7 students landed a star part playing ‘Frenchie’ in the local production Grease 
which played at the Thornton Little Theatre last week. Congratulations Lily. 
 
Celebration of the Sixth Form Event 
 
We had a wonderful evening on 21st June where almost 70 people attended our evening event in the 
Sixth Form. We welcomed former and current students and staff who enjoyed reminiscing and sharing 
stories from their time in the Sixth Form. Three of the current Senior Prefects unveiled the 
commemorative mural that the students, staff and community designed and painted in conjunction with 
the Lancashire artist Chas Jacobs. 
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We will be placing this mural in the entrance to the Sixth Form so that we always have a lasting memory 
of our wonderful Sixth Form. 
 
The Year 11 Prom 
 
On Thursday 27th July, our Year 11 students had their annual Prom which signified the end of their 
exams and their time here at Baines. This was held at the Grand Hotel Blackpool in the Lancaster suite.  
Students arrived in a variety of modes of transports from motorbikes to limousines, which was a sight 
to see. It was amazing to see the student’s in their outfits. The students enjoyed a buffet style meal and 
partied until the late hours.  
 
The Prom King was Josh and Prom Queen was Isabelle, both deservedly winners.  
 
The evening was organised by the Head Boys and Head Girls. I would like to thank them for all their 
hard work in putting together such an amazing event. In addition to this I would also like to thank them 
for their hard work in getting the yearbook ready. These will be available to collect on results day. 
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KS3 Catering Charges - Final Reminder 
 
A final reminder that reply slips are due in, indicating whether or not you support a move to a 'one-off' 
charge so as to pay for KS3 Catering ingredients next year.  Once slips have been returned, Mr Shillitoe 
will collate responses, and a final decision plus necessary actions will be communicated to all students 
and parents/carers. 
 
Summer Creative Arts Evening Reminder  
 
A reminder that we have our Summer Creative Arts Evening taking place on Tuesday 9th July in the 
School Hall.  The evening will feature music ensembles, soloists, duets, musical theatre and dance items.  
Our Creative Arts gallery, showcasing work from Art, Music, Design, Catering and Construction, will 
open at 6.15pm.  It promises to be a wonderful evening showcasing our talented students.  Tickets are 
available on the door (£3 adults, £2 students/children/concessions). 
 
Baxterhomes Construction Visit  
 
Our Y10 Construction class had a great session last week, meeting and working with Darren Thornhill, 
Operations & Development Manager for Baxterhomes.  Darren visited to meet the students, observe 
them in action and share his expertise in the construction industry.   
 
We are also excited about future planned activities with Darren and Baxterhomes, including site visits 
and future workshop events.  This is another step towards making what students do in lessons, as close 
as possible to real industry work. 
 

             
 
Blackpool and The Fylde Catering Workshop  
 
On Monday 24th June 2019, we welcomed Jordan, Chef Lecturer from Blackpool and The Fylde College, 
to work with our Y10 Hospitality and Catering students. 
 
The focus of the hour long workshop was to discuss post-16 options and to learn how to professionally 
portion a chicken in an industry kitchen. 
 
Jordan showed the students professional standard techniques and skills, and once the students were 
feeling confident enough, they themselves had a go at portioning a full chicken. 
 
Students developed knife skills, the use of chicken portions (including the carcass) and an understanding 
of how it feels to work in a professional kitchen setting. 
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By the end of the workshop, all students had successfully portioned their chicken into 8 cuts, ready for 
future cooking lessons with Mr Grundy. 
 
Throughout the session, Jordan happily answered questions about applying to Blackpool and The Fylde 
College, what it feels like to work in a professional kitchen and the skills and experience required. 
 
After the workshop, Jordan said that he “was really impressed with the students and that he would love 
to form close ties with the school”. 
 
Many thanks to Mr Grundy for arranging this workshop. 
 

            
 
Health and Safety 

During next week we will be revisiting our Lockdown Procedure with students and we will carry out 
a Lockdown Drill. The purpose of this exercise is to practise reacting to an incident and it enables us 
to prepare our school community for an extreme event such as having an imposter on the school 
grounds. 

These exercises, like a Fire Drill, are nothing to be concerned about, but we expect our usual standards 
of good behaviour that will help us to test our procedures effectively. 
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Race for Life – Wednesday 10th July on Blackpool Prom 
 

 
We are currently waiting on the organisers to send us everyone's running 
number; as soon as they arrive we will send out to you, your numbers and your 
Baines badge. 
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As part of our Random Act of Kindness Week and Charity Week, 
the student council are collecting donations for a local project 
which help local people who are homeless or in need. 

 
 
 

 
New COMFORT ZONE is a faith-based project, based at St Thomas’s Church, Devonshire Road, helping 
local people who are homeless or in need. 
 
They provide a hot breakfast, drinks, fruit and sandwiches, plus food parcels to the most-needy. Where 
possible clothes and sleeping bags are also given to any person who is homeless. 
 
Toiletries are also given to the most-needy, including sanitary products to females. 
Suggestions for donations would be: 
 
Beans 
Soup 
Meat based tins e.g. hot dogs, corned beef, mince 
Rice pudding 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned spaghetti 
Cereal bars / biscuits 
Tinned tuna 
Tinned potatoes 
Instant mash 
Tinned peas / carrots 
Breakfast Cereals 
Clothes and sleeping bags which are either new or in good, used condition. 
Toiletries and sanitary products. 
 
Please drop off all donations to the school office by Friday 5th July. 

Thank you so much for supporting our Random Act of Kindness and Charity 
Week 
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Forthcoming Events:   

4th July –Pre-admission Evening for new parents/carers 6.30pm 
5th July-Prospective Year 7 Induction Day 
8th July-Headteacher Coffee Morning 10.00-11.00am in the Community Room 
9th July-Summer Creative Arts Evening 7pm 
10th July-Race for Life, meet at 6.30pm next to the comedy carpet 
11th July-Sports Celebration Assemblies at 11.10 and 12.10. 
11th July-Celebration of Achievement 7pm 
16th July-Fun Day-PE Departmen.t 10-2.50pm 
16th July- Activity Day (Times tbc) 
19th July- Last day of Term –Early closure at 1pm 
 
 
Please see below our School Term and Holiday Pattern for 2019/2020 and for further information 
about the events that are happening in school over the next few weeks. 
 
 
 
 
Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  
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