
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  15th July 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Well this is my final update of the year. I cannot believe how quickly the time has flown, we are now 
close to the summer holidays and to welcoming our new Year 7 students. This year we are saying 
goodbye to some staff. After spending two weeks working in the office, Sam Dow, one of our Senior 
Prefects is going on his summer holidays, we appreciate that he has stepped in to help and he has been 
such a positive person in the office. I would like to thank Ms Sarah Wallace and Ms Jane Flegg who 
have been teaching in the science department this year. Ms Abi Wylde, also in science will be taking on 
a different role next year in the Learning Support Department but I am sure she will still be working with 
the Eco-Team. Mr Richard West who teaches computing has an exciting plan to travel and we thank 
him for his contributions to the Duke of Edinburgh Awards where he has supported our bronze, silver 
and gold students. Mrs Linda Wise will be leaving the refectory this summer as she opens her own tea 
shop. Linda has been our excellent catering manager who plans and manages the delicious food that 
the students eat every day, I look forward to visiting her tea shop in the future to eat her yummy cakes. 
Finally, we say a fond farewell to Mrs Deb Wood from the PE and REP departments. Mrs Wood has 
worked at Baines for over ten years. She gives of her time so willingly so that the students have excellent 
extra-curricular opportunities. Over the years she has taken students on fixtures for hockey, football, 
rounder’s, volleyball. She has been such a valuable member of the Bikeathon and Duke of Edinburgh 
award teams, spending many weekends away with our students. 
We will miss all of the staff who are leaving but wish them the very best in their next exciting adventure. 
They will always be part of our Baines family and welcome to come back and visit us. 
 
Many apologies for the challenges we have had in finalising the details of our Activity Day on Tuesday. 
Staff have worked very hard but this is the first time we have planned for the whole school to be on 
activities at once, also the first time to move to mass payment on ParentPay and stringent Health and 
Safety procedures have all contributed to the challenge. As you know we require signed parental 
permission, medical consent forms and payment for trips all in advance and Friday was the final day for 
receiving these. By last Friday lunchtime we still had a number of students who had either the form or 
payment outstanding. By 8.45am today (Monday 15th July), anyone on the trips who had not paid or 
brought in their signed permission and medical forms, will have to stay at school on Tuesday. I am sorry 
some students will be disappointed but I really left it to the very final deadline to give everyone the 
opportunity. Those staying at school will still have a nice day, I am sure, they will be able to wear non-
uniform and opt for a range of activities, including some sporting ones (so they will need appropriate 
clothes and trainers if they want to play sport). We will learn from this year and improve the process 
next year. 
 
Following on from my previous notice about skirts, the situation has not improved, so last week we held 
assemblies for girls and reminded them of our expectations regarding jewellery, PE kit and how they 
wear socks. I explained the concerns I have for their safety and modesty in how they are wearing the 
skirts. As a result, the manufacturers will now only be making the longer skirts so that we will move to 
a uniform where the skirts will be knee length in the future. I have explained that I do not expect every 
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parent/carer to buy a new skirt for September but that if the skirt is too short, students will be required 
to wear thick black or brown tights every day. The rule about rolling up the skirts at the waist has not 
changed. It is clearly written in the school planner that there should be no rolling up of the skirt at the 
waistband. Students will receive behaviour points for uniform infringements. Thank you for your support 
as we maintain our high standards of dress and appearance. 
 
Last week was tremendous with many activities and celebrations including the Creative Arts Evening, 
the Race for Life, Sports Celebration Assemblies, Celebration of Achievement Awards evening, various 
activities planned by the Student Council for Charity week and a number of trips too. Thank you for your 
support as I am aware that this means that some students are taught by supply teachers in order to 
facilitate the amazing enrichment opportunities we have at Baines. 
 
I am also proud to announce that we have been awarded the Silver School Games Mark for the excellent 
work that happens in our PE Department through lessons and our extra-curricular programme. Baines 
has previously been awarded bronze, so this is fantastic that we are now a Silver Games Mark School. 
Later in this update you will be able to read about the sporting successes this year. 
 

One final celebration I would like to share with you is about a very 
special teacher, Mrs Liz Giles in our Creative Arts department. For those 
who know her, she is always so positive, bubbly and kind. She 
absolutely loves her subject and helps every student to learn and 
achieve their best in art. It is always a lovely learning environment when 
you visit her classroom. Liz Giles was recently awarded a Certificate of 
Excellence from The National Pearson Teaching Award Team in 
recognition for her excellent work in the nomination she received for the 
Secondary Teacher of the Year Award. I am sure you will agree she is a 
worthy winner and a fantastic role model for our students. I am so proud 
she is a teacher at Baines! 
 
 
 

Stars of the Week 

    

      Whittington         Founders          Stafford        Tomlinson 

    
Tom 

Year 7 
Thomas 
Year 8 

Ashleigh 
Year 9 

Lexi 
Year 10 
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Sporting Success  

Baines vs Stonyhurst - 26th June 2019 – New 1st Eleven Era! 

 
On June 26th 2019, Baines’ cricket team, featuring eight Year 
10’s, two Year 9’s and two Year 7’s, faced Stonyhurst at 
Stonyhurst College in Clitheroe.  
 
Firstly, Baines won the toss and chose to bat in the overcast 
conditions. The team got off to a slow start with star batsman 
and captain, Ben, caught out after attaining just 2 runs. 
However, Baines soon gained a stronghold on the match with Ethan scoring 40 runs and Jake retiring 
after scoring 34 runs. Next in was Cameron with a score of 15, followed by Adil and Charlie who made 
8 and 5 runs respectively. By the end of our innings, we had a very solid score of 142 runs during our 
20 overs. We felt highly confident of securing victory after our strong batting performance. 
 
The Stonyhurst chase didn’t get off to a flying start thanks to the solid bowling of Cameron and Jake, 
our two opening bowlers. After their spell as a partnership, Ethan got 4 wickets, only going for 2 runs, 
in his 2 over period and Charlie took another wicket from the faltering Stonyhurst batting lineup. Ben 
had also made up for his disappointing batting performance with 6 dismissals from wicket keeper across 
the Stonyhurst run chase. The Stonyhurst batting performance never really got going thanks to bowling 
from Kieran with 2 wickets and only conceding 3 runs across a 3 over spell, Ben and Regan who also 
gained a wicket. Another highlight for Baines was the performances of Joe and Kynan who both showed 
their potential for future years in the Baines cricket team with brilliant bowling performances and strong 
fielding techniques. Joe even got himself a wicket late on in the match and Stonyhurst were all out for 
67 runs.  

Baines won by 75 runs. 
 
The Annual Sports Assembly 
 
The Annual Sports Assembly was held on Thursday 11th July in the main hall. There was a record 
attendance of Year's 7-10 all hoping to receive colours for their achievements throughout the year. The 
major achievements were presented by Mrs Blackwell and you can see a summary below: 
 
Netball  
Year 7 Wyre and Fylde Tournament Semi finalist 
B Team Runners up 
Year 8 A team in Wyre and Fylde Tournament Semi-finalist 
B team winners of their league 
Year 10 Charlotte Jones selected for U15 Lancs Squad 
Year 9 Wyre & Fylde Schools League Runners up 
Year 10 Wyre & Fylde Schools League Winners & Tournament Runners up  
 
Football   
Year 7 3rd Wyre & Fylde League Runners up- Won Cup 
Tom captain of Liverpool academy team 
Daniel @ Blackpool FC 
Jake @ Fleetwood FC  
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Runners up 5 a side Lancashire Cup 
Year 8 4th Wyre & Fylde League. Cup runners up. 4th round Lancashire Cup 
James & Reuben Fleetwood FC 
Year 9 League and 3rd Round in the Lancashire cup 
Year 10 Wyre and Fylde Cup Winners and 4th round Lancashire Cup 
Kyle @ Blackpool FC 
Eve Whittaker playing for Man City 
 XC – Trayden and Rees represented Wyre @ Lancashire Champs in Blackburn 
 
Badminton  
Year 7 Wyre and Fylde Runners up 
Year 8/9 Wyre and Fylde League representatives  
Year 10 
 
Rugby  
Year 7 Boys in the Wyre and Fylde league 
Year 8 Boys stepped up to take part with the Year 9’s and although the performances weren’t there all 
were committed and determined to see it through, which will stand them in good stead for next year 
Year 9 were slow on the uptake for Rugby this year but there were some committed members and 
determined performances in the Wyre and Fylde league 
 
Handball  
Year 7 Super 4’s finalist 
Year 8 Plate finalist 
Year 9 Wyre and Fylde Plate Runners up 
Year 10 did not participate 
 
Basketball  
Year 10 boys took the initiative to come and see Mr Vernon to set up and enter a team in to the Wyre 
and Fylde League this year. They came 4th out of 8 teams. They should be commended for their 
commitment to this and their performances improved over the term 
 
Rounder’s  
Year 7  
Year 8 League and Tournament Runners Up 
Year 9 League Winners 
Year 10 Wyre and Fylde League & Tournament Winners 
 
Cricket  
Year 7 and Year 8’s practiced hard on Friday night’s this year 
Year 9/10 Wyre and Fylde Tournament Winners 
Beat Stonyhurst in a friendly 
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Athletics  
Year 7 Girls 3rd Wyre & Fylde Indoor Athletics 
Year 8 Girls 3rd Wyre and Fylde Indoor Athletics  
Year 7 Boys 2nd Wyre & Fylde Indoor Athletics 
Year 8 Boys 5th Wyre & Fylde Indoor Athletics 
Girls Combined Events Year 8 6th Year 9 2nd Charlotte 2nd in the Shot putt 
Year 7 Boys 1st in the Wyre & Fylde Outdoor Champs 
Year 7 Girls no team represented 
Year 8 Boys 5th in the Wyre and Fylde Outdoor Champs 
Year 8 Girls 5th 
Year 9 Boys 9th in W&F Champs 
Year 10 Boys 6th 
Year 9 Girls 3rd 
Year 10 3rd 
 
Representatives in the Lancashire Championships this year: Henry Manson Junior Boys 200m, 
Elizabeth Vaziri 100m, Charlotte Jones Junior Girls Hammer Champion 
 
Rees took part in the school’s biathlon competition again in 2017, representing Baines. 
Tennis  
Year 7 Boys Tom, Joe, Loukas and Charlie  
Year 8 Boys Archie, Ethan, Finn, James played in the National Team Tennis Competition 
Year 9 Boys Finlay, Regan, Sean and Seb played in the National Team Tennis Competition 
 
Volleyball 
Year 9 Wyre and Fylde runners-up 
 
Other Sporting Achievements: 
 
• Golf where we have had around 20 students taking part in 4 competitions throughout the year. 
 U15 Lancashire Champs Daniel 5th Gross, Jessie 7th Gross, Alix 6th Nett. Lancashire Championships 
Sam 3rd Nett and Grace 2nd Nett  
• Rohan Karate. U13 Central English Champion. 3rd in GB. National Championships this weekend 
• Girls Participated in the Wyre & Fylde Dance Festivals 
 
The Winners of the main awards were presented by Mrs Chapman. 
 
Year 7 Athlete of the Year Ruby & Trayden  
Year 7 Sportsman/Sportswoman Ebony & Tom  
Year 8 Athlete of the Year Sophia & Henry 
Year 8 Sportsman/Sportswoman Chante & James  
Year 9 Athlete of the Year Erika & Harley  
Year 9 Sportsman/Sportswoman Ella & Regan  
Year 10 Athlete of the Year Elizabeth & Rees  
Year 10 Sportsman/Sportswoman Olivia & Ben  
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Junior Sportsman/Sportswoman of the Year Regan & Natasha  
Arthur Field Prize Charlotte  
Team of the Year was Year 10 Rounder’s 
Outstanding Performance was Rohan. 
 

 
 
Other Successes 
 

 
Ruby in Year 7 and her team attended the National 
Aces Tournament, which was held in Nottingham. This 
is prestigious event that hand picks the elite teams 
throughout the UK in women’s / ladies football.   
 
The team won the tournament with a clean sheet 
taking home the trophy for the best team in the United 
Kingdom! 
 

 
Ruby also attends the Blackpool F.C. coaching training programme, acting as a mentor to the younger 
generation for women’s football. She is inspiration for future generations for women’s sport within 
football. 
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Lancashire Mind in a Well-being Challenge (written by Ms Harkins) 
 
A group of students and myself have been working with Lancashire Mind in a Well-being Challenge in 
school.  We have sent out surveys to students asking their views on what they think we could do to 
improve the emotional well-being of our students.  In consultation with the students, we have begun to 
plan a peer mentoring scheme to be run in school as well as developing a sensory garden in school.   
 
We attended an Awards Celebration Event on Wednesday 3rd July at Ribby Hall, where we celebrated 
the work completed so far in improving emotional well-being in our school, we were treated to a lovely 
lunch, entertained by a magician, Fylde Youth Theatre, and heard some inspirational speakers who had 
overcome some mental health issues.    
 
The students involved are; Leah, Jiya, Grace, Lydia, Grace, Ella, Jasmine, Maddy, Eren, Tyler, Sienna, Zuer, 
and Eleanor. 
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Summer Creative Arts Evening 2019 
 

 
On Tuesday 9th July we held our annual 
Summer Creative Arts Evening.  
This was a wonderful evening showcasing 
talent from across the Creative Arts 
department.  From 6.15pm, audience members 
were treated to a vast, diverse and outstanding 
gallery showcasing student work from Art, 
Photography, Product Design and 
Construction.  The standard was incredibly 
high!   

                                                                      

           
 
The evening then continued with a concert in the school hall, featuring music soloists, school ensembles, 
music classwork, dancers and musical theatre performances.  The programme was rich and varied, and 
featured a large number of students from across all year groups.   

 
 
 
The evening also provided an opportunity to say thank 
you and farewell to those Y11 students who have 
represented the school in music ensembles during 
their time at Baines.  The entire evening was a 
wonderful showcase of Baines students and proved a 
very fitting end to the academic year.  
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Creative Arts Notice - Catering 
 
On Tuesday, a group of Creative Arts students from across Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 visited 3DGBIRE in Chorley, 
where they were met by CREATE Education. Our 12 students then spent the day building (from scratch) 
three 3-D printers. The students worked in small groups and built the kits into working machines, that 
we were then able to take back to school, to be used across the curriculum. The pupils found the day 
not only interesting and challenging, but were totally inspired by the equipment that 3DGBIRE have in 
their facility and the endless opportunities that this technology can bring. 
 
A very special 'thank you' must go to Ben Johnson from Ultimaker. Ultimaker provided the kits for the 
day, and Ben spent a lot of time with the pupils, talking through his work with Ultimaker, as well as 
providing a tour of the factory and a talk about the opportunities that 3D printing brings to design and 
manufacturing activities. Ben is also a former pupil from Baines, and we were especially proud of how 
his career has developed, and the amazing role he now has within this very exciting industry! 
 
So again, a huge than you to Ben, Ultimaker, CREATE Education and 3DGBIRE and all those who helped 
our students throughout such an inspiring & enriching day! 
 

      
  
Excellence Academy 
 
Across 4 weeks in June and July, six of our High Ability Year 9 pupils were selected to attend the 
inaugural and prestigious “Excellence Academy” at Blackpool Sixth from.  These pupils were selected 
based on their outstanding achievement and progress, which was top of the year.  Ashleigh, Jerry, 
Lewis, Ella, Jazmin and Connie met this invitation head on.  
 
The event was led by Peter Garrett, an Oxford University graduate and a professional consultant for 
Oxford and Cambridge and pitted our pupils against other High Ability pupils from schools in the local 
area. 
We arrived as one of the very few schools who put all their efforts in to entering one single team.  Each 
week would see pupils have the opportunity to gain points via effective methods of debating, 
researching and analysing.  These points would be cumulative so each week was competitive. 
 
Week 1 saw a discussion on Ethics and let the pupils explore the different viewpoints as well and 
beginning to construct real views based on research and analysis.  Baines began well and were finding 
their feet and showed a solid performance. 
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Week 2 saw a delve into Auswitchz which was an extension of Ethics but allowed research to be 
enhanced thus developing their study skills.  This is the week where Baines took to lead in the 
competition, by 8 points. 
 
Week 3 was all about public speaking.  Each team had to handle an individual topic and deliver their 
speech whilst expecting rebuttals and points of information.  This developed resilience and ability to get 
your point across succinctly, again showing ability to research and analyse effectively.  They were also 
taught the art or rhetorical questions to summarise arguments.  Ashleigh was credited for her role in 
this by Peter and moved her out of her comfort zone, showing how much she has progressed in this 
programme.  Baines remained in the lead but saw this cut to 3 points 
 
We went into the final week with a narrow lead.  This week was about the culmination of all the learned 
skills which took the form of a debate.  All topics were ethical dilemmas with Baines being asked to 
argue in favour of keeping the current abortion law as it is in England.  They researched extensively, 
measuring both sides of the debate well.  They had clear roles assigned, who was lead speaker, who 
was secondary speaker and who was our rebuttal expert.  Jazmin and Connie spoke eloquently and had 
all the information to counter any of the arguments the opposing side had to offer.  Jerry and Ashleigh 
were ready to rebut any misinformation.  This team was showing it deserved to be in the lead. 
After all the debates were finished and all points counted, Baines won!!   
 
These 6 pupils were a credit to Baines and brought us home a trophy and the status of having the most 
excellent of High Ability pupils in the area.  We plan to retain this trophy next year. 
 

 
 
Race for Life 
 
 
Wednesday 10th July saw a 97 strong contingent from Baines, join in an emotionally 
charged Race for Life along Blackpool Promenade. The atmosphere was electric, as staff, students, 
families and friends of Baines walked, jogged or ran the 5KM, united together for an amazing cause. 
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PE kit for girls  
A letter went out to all girls last week notifying you of a change to the PE kit for girls. The black cycling 
shorts will no longer be part of the PE kit from September 2019. 
 
The PE skort is the preferred item of kit, but where necessary the girls will be allowed to wear a pair of 
plain black leggings, or the Baines PE shorts. 
 
Thank-you for your support in this matter from the PE department. 
 
KS3 Catering lessons 
 
Following a parental consultation with regards to provision of ingredients for KS3 Catering lessons, and 
a majority response in favour of the proposed changes, a decision has been made to move to a single 
charging system for September 2019 using ParentPay. 
 
From September 2019, students and parents/carers will be able to pay an up-front cost of £20 (per 
year) via ParentPay for Catering ingredients in years 7, 8 and 9.  ParentPay will be open for payments 
from the beginning of September onward.  If you do pay £20 via ParentPay, Mr Grundy will purchase 
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and provide ingredients for your son/daughter for all KS3 Catering lessons.  We will also accept 
payments via cheque (this is for year 7 students in particular who may not have access to ParentPay in 
September). If paying by cheque, please ensure cheques are handed into the front office, in an envelope 
with your child’s name on the front and for the attention of Mr Shillitoe. 
 
However, following the parental consultation, there was a desire from some to make this an opt in 
system. Therefore, if you still want to purchase and prepare ingredients yourself, this will still be an 
option. You would simply not pay the £20 via ParentPay (or cheque), and instead would refer to 
ClassCharts for the weekly ingredients list and purchase your own ingredients. 
 
We are hoping that the above system will decrease the number of students struggling to provide 
ingredients, therefore increasing practical opportunities for all students. 
 
As mentioned, we will run this system from September 2019 onwards, and will review throughout the 
year. 
 
Please note that KS3 students study Catering on a carousel, and therefore your son/daughter will have 
a Catering 'block' that lasts 9-10 weeks at some point throughout the academic year.  You can still pay 
the £20, however, in September, and we will track who has and who has not paid the £20 via ParentPay 
(or cheques handed in via front office). 
 
It is vital that the £20.00 is paid before the students study their block of catering so we know who 
will and who will not be bringing their own ingredients, so those on the first block will need to pay 
by the end of the second week in September. 
 
Any questions/issues, please do contact Mr Shillitoe (Head of Department) or Mr Grundy (Catering 
Teacher). 
 
 
Careers at Baines 
 
As part of our on-going careers programme Year 10 students have had the 
opportunity to visit Blackpool and Fylde College and Blackpool Sixth Form.  
Both days were exciting, yet challenging and gave our Year 10 students a feel 
for college life and the opportunity to participate in a range of post 16 course 
related activities including an investigation into a car crash where different 
aspects of science were used to analyse different types of evidence and 
various workplace roles were undertaken in order to draw conclusions and 
decide what the cause of the accident was, with X-rays, blood typing, 
breathalyser, fingerprint analysis, speed analysis simulation being used to 
gather facts.  Students thoroughly enjoyed both experiences and were a credit 
to our school. 
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Student Safeguarding 
 
At Baines School we take safeguarding very seriously. As the summer holidays approach, it is important 
that students and parents/ carers still know how to access help if it is needed. Please follow the link 
below to take you to the safeguarding page of the school website, where you will find lots of additional 
information. 
 
http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/safeguarding/student-safeguarding/ 
 
 HPV vaccines        
       

 
 
In September, the vaccination team will be offering the 
HPV vaccines to Year 8 boys as well as girls. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HPV is a common virus that infects both men and women. HPV is so common that 8 out of 10 people 
will get an HPV infection at some point in their lifetime. In most cases, HPV goes away on its own. But, 
sometimes, HPV infections don’t go away, and can cause certain cancers and other diseases. 
 
Boys, like girls, should get the two doses of the HPV vaccine to protect against cancer-causing HPV 
infections long before they are ever exposed.  The vaccination team will be in school in September. 
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Random Act of Kindness Week and Charity Week 
                 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
goods for the New Comfort Zone project in 
Blackpool, who help the homeless and 
families in need. 

They were so grateful for all the donations! 
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Charity Week Football Tournament 
 
The charity week football tournament was a huge success; thank you to everyone who participated.  
The winners were: 
 
Year 9/10 - Dog Dogs (Matthew, Alex, Will, Matthew and Kyle) 
Year 7/8 - Beta Males FC (Reuben, James, Alix, Haiden and Ben) 
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Finally, from me, 

The last day of the 2018/19 term is Friday 19th July and we finish at 1.00pm. The buses have been 
arranged to pick up our students early. Thank you for all your support in what has been a 
tremendous year. I hope you have a wonderful summer break and I look forward to welcoming all 
of our students back, looking very smart and highly motivated for learning on Wednesday 4th 
September 2019. 

Forthcoming Events:   

16th July- Activity Day 
18th July – Fun Day in the PE Department 
19th July- Last day of Term (Early closure at 1pm) 
22nd July- Inset Day (Twilight school closed for students and staff) 
23rd July- July Inset Day (Twilight school closed for students and staff) 
2nd September – Inset Day (School closed for students) 
3rd September- Inset Day (School closed for students) 
Wednesday 4th September- Schools re-opens to all students 
12th September-Year 8 & 9 HPV Vaccinations 
13th September-Year 11 Geography Field Trip to the River Wyre 11C 
14th September-Year 11 Geography Field Trip to the River Wyre 11D 
 
 
 
 
 
Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


