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Ref: rsh/hke 
                     June 2019 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

As we approach the end of the academic year, I write to put forward a proposal to change the requirements for students 
when preparing ingredients for KS3 Catering lessons. 

As it stands, when a student has a practical cooking lesson in year 7, 8 or 9, they are provided with an ingredients list at 
least 1 week in advance, and are required to purchase the necessary items.  If they struggle to do this, they are required to 
see our Catering teacher, Mr Grundy, at least 2 working days before the planned practical (all of this is detailed on 
ClassCharts when ingredients are set). 

We are finding that students are either struggling to prepare the necessary ingredients, and/or are unwilling to prepare 
the bespoke ingredients needed (e.g. specific measurements/vegetable cuttings).  Earlier this year I implemented a new 
Catering curriculum for KS3, which involves more demanding and specialised dishes, similar to what you may find in the 
Catering industry. 

For September 2019, what we propose is to charge students an up-front cost at the start of the academic year, that will 
cover the majority of ingredients needed for the Catering lessons that your son/daughter will complete.  Mr Grundy and 
the Catering team will then themselves source and provide the ingredients using the money paid by students.  This would 
stop students, parents/carers having to source the ingredients and having to purchase food on weekly basis.  

A final figure cannot yet be provided, as to what students will be charged, but it will lie between £15 and £20. 

So, as to inform our proposal and decision properly, I am politely requesting all parents to complete the tear off slip below 
and return to myself ASAP so that an informed decision can be made and communicated before the end of the academic 
year. 

Furthermore, it should be noted that the proposed up front charge noted above would be paid via ParentPay.  

Kind regards 

 
Rob Shillitoe 

Head of Creative Arts 

RE: KS3 Catering – Proposed Change to Charging Students (returned to Mr Shillitoe) 

Please circle either Yes or No below, to show whether or not you support the above proposal (charging KS3 students a 
one 0ff charge of £15-20 for Catering ingredients) 

Yes    No 

Signed       Date      
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