
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  3rd June 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
I hope you have all had a wonderful half term break, it is a shame that the sun wasn’t shining for most 
of it. As we move into the final half term, I really want the students to focus on making sure their work 
reflects their ability and shows that they have a high learning ethic. I will be spending time in lessons 
looking at the quality of their work and the pride that they show in their books. We need to help the 
students have a strong commitment and be developing independence in their approach to learning.  
 
I am really looking forward to our very first Children’s University Graduation which will be at 6.30pm 
on Tuesday 4th June in the school hall. We have over 30 students from Years 7, 8 and 9 who will be 
receiving their awards, recognising learning out of lessons. We are still waiting for a few responses from 
parents/carers to let us know if they are attending. We are also waiting for some photographs of the 
children taking part in some of their activities out of lessons. 
 
Hopefully your child brought home a letter about Activity Day on the last day before the holiday. It 
explains the different trips available to each year group and the estimated cost (estimated on predicted 
upon student numbers). We need the reply slips as soon as possible so that we can finalise trip numbers 
and start collecting payments through ParentPay.  
 
Thank you to those of you who have completed our online survey for the review of the Pastoral 
Structure. The deadline for parent/carer responses is this Wednesday. The students will give their 
feedback during form time this week. All responses will contribute to the review and decisions we make 
about our pastoral structure for September.  
Please use this link to answer the questions:  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9Q97FKR 

  
I was so pleased to receive interest from a number of people for our parent/carer governor vacancies. I 
am just waiting for some final information from the Local Authority about how to proceed and will then 
make contact with all of those who have shown an interest. 
 
Please see the poster at the end of the newsletter as a reminder about our special evening to celebrate 
the Sixth Form. Anyone who has had a link to the Sixth Form is most welcome, and I know some have 
said they would like to reminisce with a game of table tennis. We do need to order the food so please 
contact us for tickets no later than the end of the 11th June. 
 
One last thing which is a little sensitive, over the last few weeks I have received an increase in the 
number of requests for leave of absence due to holidays. We are also aware that some students have 
gone on holidays without requesting the leave. As you are aware, I am unable to authorise holidays 
during term time unless it is exceptional circumstances but I do appreciate those people who do fill in 
the requests and following the correct processes. It is always a difficult conversation or letter to write 
when we have been made aware that a student is on holiday without the official leave request being 
made. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9Q97FKR
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Stars of the Week 

     

Whittington Founders Stafford Tomlinson Year 11 

Sporting Success  

Athletic Competition 
 
The Year 8 and 9 girls did really well at the Combined 
Events athletic competition at Stanley Park.  
 
There were 12 schools competing in each age group. Each 
girl had to compete in the 800m, one of the sprints, long or 
high jump and one of the throws.  
 
The year 8’s were carrying a couple of injuries but managed 
to finish in 6th place, and Chanter was 2nd overall in the 
Year 8 girls Shot out of approximately 50 competitors.  
 

The Year 9 team were outstanding and managed to finish joint second overall with Kirkham Grammar 
School. 
 
Swimming success  
 
Jacob (Year 7) took part in the Blackpool Rocks ASA open swim meet over the early May Bank Holiday 
weekend. He had 6 fantastic swims, achieving a personal best in all 6 races and included the following 
excellent positions: 
GOLD medal (100m backstroke 1.19) 
2 SILVER medals (200m backstroke 2.49 and 50m freestyle 31.96) 
4th (200m freestyle 2.37) 
5th (200m IM 2.56 and 100m freestyle 1.11). These are fantastic results and reward for all the hours 
of hard work that Jacob puts in. 
 
Other Successes 
 
International Women's Day Festival  
 
On Thursday 25th April, two of our year 9 girls, Abigail and Niamh, were selected to represent Baines 
School at an additional presentation following the success of the International Women's Day Festival 
2019. The girls were given the opportunity to provide a presentation to approximately 80 sponsors in 
the hope of gaining support so the event could run again next year. 

     
Mimi 

Year 7 
Archie 
Year 8 

Kelci 
Year 9 

Freya 
Year 10 

Emily 
Year 11 



    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        3rd June 2019   

 
On the day, the girls were fantastic. They were calm, confident and a true representation of the incredible 
students we have at Baines. Although they were very nervous, they were able to deliver their 
presentation with an air of confidence and pride. The students received a wealth of positive feedback 
and praise from sponsors and other schools alike, commenting on their delivery, appearance and 
manners. 
 
It was a really fantastic evening and the event was met with real positivity. Hopefully, we will be able to 
see another group of girls (and hopefully boys for International Men's Day) attend another excellent 
event next year. 
 
Baines students excelling in the Ogden Awards Ceremony this year!       
 
This year we had so many winners at the Ogden Awards ceremony and we are so proud 
of each and every one. The Ogden Trust are committed to promoting a love of the 
physical sciences and provide opportunities for students to take part in all sorts of events 
that are rooted in Physics or Chemistry disciplines.  
 
This year seven Baines students picked up Chemist and Physicist of the Year awards and Torah won 
two of the competitions and picked up a fantastic 2 awards. Well done everyone you really are Baines 
at its Best! 
 

      
 

       

  
    
       
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was also very nice to see 
former Baines Student Vicky, 
picking up her award for                                                 
Sixth form ‘Physicist of the Year’. 
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Year 9 Theatre Trip 
 
Towards the end of April, our Year 9s experienced a breath-taking live theatre performance.  Blood 
Brothers at Winter Gardens is a spectacular show that explores the class system, family loyalty and 
friendship.  Our students embraced the musical with enthusiasm and maturity - laughter mixed with 
tears, another fantastic theatre visit! 
 
Eco Schools Bronze logo 
 

 
Report from the Eco-Committee. We have successfully gained the first 
award in recognition of our work to make the school more 
environmentally friendly. The first step was to establish an eco-
committee. This was formed out of a group of enthusiastic and passionate 
year 7, 8 and 9s. The process then became student-led, following 
elections for post-bearers. The group delivered assemblies to recruit more 

members and inform the school of our aims. 
 
The group then carried out an audit of the school in ten areas: bio-diversity, energy, global citizenship, 
healthy living, litter, marine, school grounds, transport, waste and water. The results of the survey are 
available for all the school to read and a copy is displayed on the eco-school’s noticeboard. 
For the bronze award it is recommended that schools focus on three areas, decide actions, and allocate 
timescales and people responsible for making sure the actions take place. We decided to focus on 
biodiversity, litter and waste. 
 
In the first category we have undertaken the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch and plan to undertake other 
surveys in the warmer months (such as butterfly and bee surveys); we are providing habitats for wildlife 
in the form of bug shelters, bird and bat boxes; we have made bird feeders and will replace and refill 
these as required. 
 
In the litter category we took part in the Great British Spring Clean and picked litter every lunchtime for 
a week, we conduct regular surveys monitoring bin use and the amount of litter. We plan to carry out a 
litter pick at least monthly. We are setting up recycling areas and have registered as a collection point 
for crisp packets and dental products for recycling (so feel free to send them in to school!). 
 
Looking at waste we will work with the refectory to reduce and eventually cut out single use plastics. 
We are creating a survey for staff to monitor use (and waste) of resources such as pens, rulers and 
paper to see if we can reduce waste in these areas. We will liaise with teachers to promote the use of 
online homework to reduce printing waste. 
 
We have a lot of good ideas and have plans for big projects to reduce fast fashion waste and promote 
technology recycling, so watch this space! 
 
If you are interested and would like to get involved, we would welcome participation from more 
students, parents and carers, governors and staff members. 
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Year 11 Update from Mr Flynn 
 
As the exams progress, subject briefings will continue, which are led by a member of the department in 
the refectory before every exam, this is a privilege for the students and will be respected accordingly.  
 
The yearbook is complete and with the publishers for printing. I would like to thank the Head Boys and 
Head Girls for all their hard work in putting this together.   
 
A reminder that the Prom is at The Grand Hotel, Blackpool on Thursday 27th June, 7pm for a 7:30pm 
start. This is a lovely opportunity for families and friends to see the students arriving. The final invites 
will be issued after the end of the very last exam for those students who have displayed the Baines 
values, including high standards in relation to attendance, work ethic, behaviour, commitment to their 
own and the learning of others throughout Year 11 and the examination period. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish them all the best for these exams as they are an 
accumulation of five years’ hard work. 
 
Year 10 Post 16 Choices (Careers Education) 
 
As part of our on-going Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance program we will be 
actively supporting our Year 10 students in making their post 16 choices.  Over the coming months 
there will be focused opportunities and guidance available including; careers and mock interviews, a 
post 16 options evening (showcasing local providers), assemblies delivered by visiting speakers and 
targeted one to one support.  The first two key dates are the 3rd and 8th of July when students will be 
taken off site to spend the day at either Blackpool Sixth Form or Blackpool and Fylde College.  These 
visits will give students the opportunity to find out about student life at their chosen establishment and 
to learn more about the subjects offered.  Students have received a letter in registers, please complete 
and return the reply slip as soon as possible. 
 
New Appointment: Progress Leader of Tomlinson 
 
Miss Pass has been promoted to leader Tomlinson House, with a specific focus on Y10 for the remainder 
of this academic year. Mr Hartley will the moving his expertise and focus onto 'XYZ'. 
 
Miss Pass has stated 'Tomlinson House and our cohort of Y10 pupils are a fantastic group of young 
people, I am looking forward to leading these pupils, to support pupil progress and maintaining the high 
standards we expect at Baines School. 
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The student council are currently organising two exciting 
weeks for July; a Random Act of Kindness week and a 
Charity week. 
More information to follow in the next update! 
 

 
 
 
Safeguarding Updates 
 
E-Safety Update -Educating children about the dangers of misuse online       

 
 
PC Van Der Goss 
presented a fantastic 
E-safety session to 
parents on Thursday 
23rd May.  
 
These leaflets were 
distributed and are 
really informative for 
parents and carers of 
children who have 
access to connective 
devices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        3rd June 2019   

Educating children about the dangers of misuse online 
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Changes to Buses 

There will be the following bus changes after the half-term: 

607 Thistleton/Elswick/Gt Eccleston/Poulton Schools. Will be provided by 
Bradshaws Travel. 

648 Fleetwood/Poulton High Schools. Will be provided by Archway Travel 
Ltd. 

 
Race for Life  
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has joined Baines in entering the Race for Life. 
We will send out additional information shortly, when we have all the 
registration numbers. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it costing 
you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the Baines 
website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does 
not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 

contribution to our school.  We now have just over £200.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint 
on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to support us by 
sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.  

 https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html   

Forthcoming Events:   

3rd June- School Re-opens 
4th June – Children’s University Graduation (invited families only) 
10th June-Year 7 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
12th June-Year 5 Moving Up Evening 6-7.15pm (final session for any families who wish to attend) 
19th June –Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
20th June- Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
21st June – Celebration of our Sixth Form Evening  
21st June- Year 8 MFL Paris Trip Departs 
24th June- Year 8 MFL Paris Trip Returns 
26th June- Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
27th June- Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
27th June- Year 11 Leavers Ball-The Grand Hotel.  
 
Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  
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