
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  17th June 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
We are almost at the end of the external exam season, with just a few GCSE and A Level examinations 
left. Some Year 10 and 9 examinations have been taking place in the sports hall too, so that the students 
start to become experienced in the routines they will need for their final examinations in Year 11. We 
are also pleased that some of our Year 10 students who are studying vocational subjects have prepared 
well to sit their real module exams this year too. Years 7 and 8 are also sitting their end of year 
examinations at this time too but these are taking place in their lessons. 
We had a very positive Year 7 parents evening last Monday and it was lovely to meet parents and carers 
again. Thank you to all that attended but I am a little disappointed that only 75% of the children were 
represented. This is the lowest turnout for any of our parents’ evenings this year.  
Last Thursday we held our final ‘Year 5 Moving Up Evening’, they have all been very positive and well 
attended from a full range of our feeder primary schools. We have had about 80 families visit in total. A 
special thank you to the staff who attended and the Year 7 and 10 students, they were fantastic role 
models and shared some of their wonderful experiences of our school with the many visitors. 
 
Skirts! A serious plea…. 
Please can parents and carers who have girls, discuss the way their child is wearing their skirt to school? 
Many of our girls are rolling their skirt up at the waistband to make it shorter. We are now at a stage 
where many girls are wearing their skirt inappropriately. Some of them roll their skirt up so that it cannot 
be seen below their blazer; which is obviously a concern when they then walk up stairs! I am also 
concerned that they are travelling to school and members of the public also see this. Not only does this 
give a poor impression of our school, more importantly, I am mindful about safeguarding them. Every 
day, I am like a broken record asking them to lower their skirt and protect their modesty. So much so, 
that I have asked the manufacturers to explore producing a longer skirt so that we can change our skirt 
to knee length or we may have to decide that tights are compulsory. We currently have a rule of up to 
10cm above the knee, this is short enough and I hope I do not have to change to knee length in order to 
maintain standards and safeguard our students. I think some girls have forgotten they have grown taller 
over the year so their skirt is already a little shorter! 
 
Please remember it is our Celebration of the Sixth Form event on Friday evening at 7pm, we hope many 
people will join us to socialise and remember their times in our Sixth Form. We will be unveiling the 
mural that the students have worked on with the Lancashire artist Chas Jacobs. 
 
Finally, from me, thank you so much for all your contributions to the review of our pastoral structure. We 
have embarked on our first full consultation since I started and the participation and responses were 
excellent. Please see the break-down of results and the decisions made later in the newsletter. 
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Stars of the Week 

     

Whittington Founders Stafford Tomlinson Year 11 

Sporting Success  

Wyre School’s Rounder’s League 
 
The Year 9 and 10 rounder’s teams have got off to a good start in the Wyre schools rounder’s league. 
 
Both Year 9 teams won against Garstang, and the Year 10’s also won against Rossall, in a very 
competitive match. 
 
The Year 9 team played in a rounder’s tournament, on Wednesday 12th June. They narrowly missed 
out on the semi -finals to Garstang. 
 
The Year 10 team have their tournament at Rossall School on Wednesday 19th June. We wish them 
luck for this day and will update you on their progress. 
 

 
 
From left to right 
 
Jamie, Millie, Olivia, Hollie, Jessie, Caitlin, Poppy, Victoria, Lucy, Aimee, Jessica, Charlotte. 
 
 
 

     
Alex 

Year 7 
Sophia 
Year 8 

Oliver 
Year 9 

Harry 
Year 10 

Shanaya 
Year 11 
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Other Successes 
 
English Taekwondo Federation 

Gypsy Rose, one of our year 7 students has qualified for the Northern Taekwondo competition. This is 
such an amazing achievement for a young person, as there are also adults who enter. 

Gypsy Rose is now qualified to enter into the next completion in Sheffield for a sparring competition.  
 

                  
 
Children’s University Graduation 
 
On the 4th June 2019 we held the inaugural Children's University Graduation at Baines School. This is 
a national charity which aims at developing a love of learning in children and recognises the rich learning 
that happens outside of the school curriculum.  
 
We were so proud that forty-two students from years 7, 8 and 9 had gained enough learning hours to 
graduate in this first year. This award scheme offers the opportunity for every child to have success and 
love learning through a wide range of opportunities. We were extremely pleased to see the full range 
of awards being presented. 
 
The students are able to graduate if they have achieved thirty hours of learning through activities beyond 
lessons. We presented many awards on the evening, ranging from the undergraduate bronze award 
(30 hours) to the postgraduate gold award (430 hours). 
 
Many students received their awards for attending school extra-curricular activities such as sporting, 
musical, art, dance, science, drama, student council and eco-school are some examples. A number of 
students attend clubs outside of school, such as the martial arts, swimming, horse-riding, performing 
arts, Cadets, Guides and Scouts and even one student had been a Junior Zoo Keeper. For some students 
they had visited castles and museums and used those learning hours for their award too. 
 
If you would like your child to take part in Children’s University, please contact Mr Vernon in the PE 
department.  
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Information about KS3 Catering  
 
For September 2019, we are proposing an idea to help make it easier for parents and carers to prepare 
for KS3 (Years 7, 8 & 9) practical catering lessons. We are proposing that parents/carers pay an up-
front cost at the start of the academic year (via ParentPay), that will cover the majority of ingredients 
needed for the catering lessons that your son/daughter will complete.  Mr Grundy and the catering team 
will then themselves source and provide the ingredients using the money paid by students.  This would 
stop students, parents/carers having to source the ingredients and having to purchase food on a weekly 
basis. We have worked the costs out and think that by doing it this way, we can buy in bulk and reduce 
the cost to you as a family overall throughout the catering rotation. 

We have sent a letter out to Year 7 and 8 parents to see what you think of this idea. We would like all 
the responses to be returned by Friday 21st June at the latest so that an informed decision can be made 
about whether we will move to this system or not and then we can communicate this with you before 
the end of the academic year. Thank you – Mr Shillitoe & Mr Grundy 

Safeguarding Updates 
 
A number of you have asked about why we lock the gates at the end of school. As you are aware, we 
have many clubs that are after school and we want to make sure that our site is secure and that any 
visitors go to reception and sign in appropriately so we know who is on site.  
 
Please speak to your child/children and remind them that the gates are locked to keep everyone safe, 
but that they are not allowed to climb over the gates or railings as this is also part of our health and 
safety procedures to help keep them safe and injury free. If they stay after school, they should leave 
school by the main front gate. 
Please also remind students that if they bring their bike to school but are staying late, then they need to 
make sure they lock their bike up and don’t just put it in the bike shed. 
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Results of the Review of the Pastoral Structure 
 
This was the first full consultation that has taken place since I started at Baines. We have taken the 
views of staff, parents, carers, governors and students in order to make sure that any decisions made 
were informed from our community. There were some excellent suggestions and we have taken those 
seriously and will continue to think about the comments as we develop the pastoral system over the 
next year. A special mention to our Student Council as they organised seeking the views from all of the 
students in form time. Below is a table that shows the results and the decisions we have made so far. It 
feels wonderful to be able to engage in the views of so many people to help shape our school together. 
 

Question Staff Student 
Council (20) 

Students in 
form groups 

Parents / 
Carers / 

Governors 
Vertical Forms 7.69% 9.5% 26.7% 36.99% 
Horizontal Forms 92.31% 90.5% 73.3% 45.89% 
Designate social areas 61.54% 20% 6.6% 22.30% 
Mixed social area 30.77% 75% 93.4% 58.78% 
Same progress tutor  75% 67.6% 64.63% 
Different progress tutor  10% 32.4% 18.37% 
Same progress leader   31.9% 64.63% 
Different progress leader   68.1% 18.37% 

 
Decision 1 – The results were overwhelmingly in favour of moving to a horizontal year group structure 
for form time. In September we will move to this system. A number of parental / carer comments about 
this were linked to breaking down the barriers between age groups. So we will ensure that there are a 
number of opportunities for activities that involve mixed year groups through the House System and 
extra-curricular activities as well as older students buddying and mentoring younger students. 
 
Decision 2 – The students and parents/carers felt very strongly that we should maintain mixed social 
spaces. We will do this, however we will also try to allocate a small social area that can be for year 7 
only for the first few months every year, should any year 7 students want to socialise in a space where 
there are no older students. This will not be compulsory; the students will be able to choose if they want 
to use this area. 
 
Decision 3 – The students and parents / carers results showed a strong preference to keep the same 
Progress Tutor throughout the years 7-11. While this is not always possible due to staffing changes 
etc., we will aim to keep the consistency so that a strong relationship is built with the student and family 
while at Baines. Please be reassured that we will take into consideration the relationships between 
students and staff when allocating the form groups. 
 
Decision 4 – The students expressed a desire for there to be a change in Progress Leader during their 
time at Baines. The system we will implement for the first few years at least is to work in phases so that 
there are Progress Leaders who specialise in particular age phases and are experts in the issues that 
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surround the students at those phases in their education. All Progress Leaders will have a focus on 
attendance, behaviour and fostering high standards, learning attitudes and supporting personal 
development. 
 
Year 7 – This will be a static position, where strong relationships are built with the primary feeder 
schools and the expertise for settling students in well into secondary school. 
 
Years 8 & 9 – The students will keep the same Progress Leader for two years, so that they know each 
other well and are experts in ensuring that high standards are maintained, the learning progresses and 
no learning gaps appear. These will also be strong at managing those friendship and hormonal issues 
that arise and early career development through the options process. 
 
Years 10 & 11 – The students will then have a change in Progress Leader as they move up into upper 
school and embark on their GCSE examinations. These staff will be experts at managing the change 
from KS3 to GCSE and ensuring that students are well supported and encouraged in achieving their 
very best and have an appropriate career route for beyond Baines. 
 
For September 2019 the Progress Leaders will be: 
 
Head of Year 7   Mrs Cuthbertson 
Head of Year 8  Mr Patel 
Head of Year 9  Dr Metcalfe 
Head of Year 10  Miss Pass 
Head of Year 11  Mr Flynn 
 
Thank you for your suggestions for developing the House system. We will take your ideas on board so 
that there is a whole programme of events and ways for all students to contribute to their team. I will 
inform you of the exciting programme of events for our Houses next year once we have developed it. 
 
Race for Life  
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has joined Baines in entering the Race for Life. 
We will send out additional information shortly, when we have received the 
information back from the Race for Life organisers. 
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The Student Council has a vision for the school; for all children 
at Baines to have a voice and to contribute towards the 
continuous improvement of our school community.  

As part of this we want to ensure that the school is a kind, safe and happy place. Therefore, we are 
planning on having a Random Act of Kindness week starting Monday 1st July, followed by a Charity 
Week starting Monday 8th July. 
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During the Random Act of Kindness Week there will be special events on, such as: 
 
Yoga to start the day each morning, led by the PE department. 
Raffle tickets given to students who are spotted by staff doing something kind, for example holding the 
door open or complimenting someone, these will be placed into a prize draw. 
The school’s Young Voices will sing to the residents of a local nursing home. 
Collecting donations for New Comfort Zone in Blackpool, a local project which helps people who are 
homeless or in need. 
Departments will also get involved, for example science will teach about happiness and the hormones 
involved. 

Week Commencing 8th July 2019        

During Charity Week we will be raising money to split between Becoming X and the Teenage Cancer 
Trust. 
 
Activities which our students will be able to be involved in include: 
 
A STEM competition – teams will be able to enter the competition where they have to build a flood 
resistant building out of junk model stuff which will be judged against some set criteria. There will be 
medals for the winning team.  
 
Five a side football match – two tournaments; one for Year 7 and 8 students and one for Year 9 and 10 
students. The entry fee will be £5 per team (£1 donation from each player). There will be medals for the 
winning team. 
Art competition – students will be able to enter an art competition – themes to be revealed! £1 entry for 
the competition; medals for the winners from each year group. 
Deliver donations to New Comfort Zone. 
Students can wear their own shoes for £1 donation on one day (day to be confirmed)  
Lip Sync Battle – staff against staff! Students to determine the winner! 
Stationary bikeathon! 
 
More information will be shared at a later date and we hope that you can encourage all students to get 
involved. 
 

Week Commencing 1st 
July 2019 
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As part of our Random Act of Kindness Week and Charity Week, 
the student council are collecting donations for a local project which 
help local people who are homeless or in need. 

 
New COMFORT ZONE is a faith-based project, based at St Thomas’s Church, Devonshire 

Road, helping local people who are homeless or in need. 
 
They provide a hot breakfast, drinks, fruit and sandwiches, plus food parcels to the most-needy. Where 
possible clothes and sleeping bags are also given to any person who is homeless. 
 
Toiletries are also given to the most-needy, including sanitary products to females. 
Suggestions for donations would be: 
 
Beans 
Soup 
Meat based tins e.g. hot dogs, corned beef, mince 
Rice pudding 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned spaghetti 
Cereal bars / biscuits 
Tinned tuna 
Tinned potatoes 
Instant mash 
Tinned peas / carrots 
Breakfast Cereals 
Clothes and sleeping bags which are either new or in good, used condition. 
Toiletries and sanitary products. 
 
Please drop off all donations to the school office by Friday 5th July. 

Thank you so much for supporting our Random Act of Kindness and Charity 
Week 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it costing 
you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the Baines 
website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does 
not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 

contribution to our school.  We now have just over £200.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint 
on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to support us by 
sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.  

 https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html   
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Forthcoming Events:   

19th June –Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
20th June- Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
21st June – Celebration of our Sixth Form Evening  
21st June- Year 8 MFL Paris Trip Departs 
24th June- Year 8 MFL Paris Trip Returns 
26th June- Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
27th June- Year 10 Geography Fieldtrip to the River Wyre 
27th June- Year 11 Leavers Ball-The Grand Hotel.  
 
Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 



    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        17th June 2019   

 

 



    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        17th June 2019   

 


