
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  13th May 2019   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Today is the day when the main Year 11 and Year 13 examinations start. I know we all wish them well 
and will support them to make sure their revision is maximised for the next five weeks. Go for it students 
– you can achieve anything if you focus and try. Nil Sine Labore! 
 
Our very first Children’s University Graduation will be at 6.30pm on Tuesday 4th June in the school hall. 
We have over 30 students from Years 7, 8 and 9 who will be receiving their awards, recognising learning 
out of lessons. We will be sending invites to parents and carers shortly once we receive confirmation 
from the National organisers. 
 
You may remember that last year we took five hundred students to Blackpool Pleasure Beach for a 
special day. This year we are trialling something new, it will be called Activity Day in July 2019. I listened 
to feedback that not all students like rides and it is also expensive, especially if you have more than one 
child. So this year the Progress Leaders are organising some different trips so there will be an element 
of choice. We are also organising it earlier so you will have more notice regarding the cost of the visits. 
I expect the majority of students to be able to attend one of the visits this year, apart from the few with 
high levels of negative behaviour points, they will be expected to stay in school for learning activities. 
Further details to follow in the next few weeks. 
 
As you know I am constantly striving to improve our school. There have been many changes over the 
last eighteen months and the learning is definitely improving. We have just started to review our 
Pastoral Structure. I want to make sure that the learning in form time is maximised and supports the 
best personal development as possible. We are currently analysing results from the staff questionnaire. 
After that the students will have an opportunity to feed their ideas into the consultation and we will be 
sending out a link to an online survey so parents and carers have the opportunity to contribute their 
thoughts to the consultation.  
 
We now have two vacancies for Parent/Carer Governors on the Governing Body. This is a voluntary 
role for a term of four years and involves attending governing body meetings and school functions. It is 
a very important role because it ensures that feedback from a parental/carer point of view feeds into the 
leadership of the school. Our Governing Body is fantastic, highly supportive and with a relentless 
passion for supporting the school to be the best it can be. If you are interested in finding out more about 
the role, please contact me via my PA, Linda Vuti at LVu@baines.lancs.sch.uk.  
 
Thank you for all the support you have given me regarding my BecomingX marathon challenge. I have 
now raised over £1200 from donations for the BecomingX and Teenage Cancer Trust charities. Well 
done to Mr Flynn and Mr West for completing their challenges too. Mr Flynn completed the Brighton 

mailto:LVu@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Marathon (in a much faster time than me) and Mr West walked the whole of the Pennine Way over the 
Easter holidays, he is a true explorer. 

Stars of the Week 

     

Whittington Founders Stafford Tomlinson Year 11 

Sporting Success  

International Karate 

An incredible 1495 athletes from 58 different 
countries participated in the International 
Karate K-1 Youth League Limassol 2019. 

This competition is of the highest level with top 
international athletes from all over the world 
competing and it contributes to the athletes 
who enter points towards a WKF world 
ranking! 

Jordanna in Year 11 (Cadet 14-15) put in 3 strong performances progressing 
through the tournament & respectfully bowing out after round 3, with her highest 
score coming from her 2nd performance (Papuren) with a score of 24.08 just 
missing out to some of the eventual medal winners. She finished the tournament 
with a very impressive 9th place from a pool of 64. 

 

 

Rohan in Year 8 - (U14) on his WKF debut put in a very fierce and powerful 
performance achieving a score in line with experienced competitors. What an 
amazing experience for Rohan and I am sure he has a very bright future in Karate 
as he becomes more experienced. 

Congratulations to both Jordanna and Rohan and I look forward to continuing to 
inform you of their future successes. 

Fleetwood Rugby Club  
 
Congratulations to three of Baines Year 11 pupils; Ross, Thomas, and Callum who played for the wining 
team, Fleetwood Rugby Club in the Lancashire U16’s Development Plate! Well done Boys. 
 

     
Yasmine 
Year 7 

James 
Year 8 

Lexie 
Year 9 

Mia 
Year 10 

Imogen 
Year 11 
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Lancashire Schools Golf Championships 

 
Two of our pupils Grace and Sam participated in the Lancashire Schools Golf 
Championships, at Manchester golf club.  
 
Grace was Girls Nett Runner up, Sam was Boys Nett 3rd and together they were 
Team Nett Winners! Well done, a fantastic achievement. 
 
 

 
Acting Success 
 

Will in Year 9 has been training at Scream Theatre school and was scouted 
by its sister firm Scream Management, which helped him land a number of 
auditions. 

Will started acting less than three years ago, but has already starred in 
CBBC’s Creeped Out, voiceover for Nickelodeon, performed as Guy for a 
drama, The Heart of a Woman, alongside the famous actor Idris Elba, and is 
appearing in Pitching Inn as Dylan McBridge, alongside former Gavin and 

Stacey stars Larry Lamb and Melanie Walters. 

Will is such a good role model to other students and I am sure we will all look forward to seeing his 
appearances in the shows. 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Final Expedition 

At the end of April, 10 students completed their final silver expedition in the Yorkshire Dales. 
Their success was well deserved as the first 2 days they walked for 7 hours each day, in constant 
wind and rain. 

The relentless rain forced them to shelter under a tree canopy to cook their evening meal. A 
different experience for these 10 students as all their previous expeditions had been in glorious 
sun shine! A warm up by the log fie, a game of cards, sheer determination and teamwork boosted 
their morale for the final day. The weather was kinder and they returned with a smile on their 
faces, relieved to have passed the expedition. 
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Eco Schools Bronze logo 
We have successfully gained the first award in recognition of our work to 
make the school more environmentally friendly. The first step was to 
establish an eco-committee. This was formed out of a group of 
enthusiastic and passionate year 7s to 9s. The process then became 
student-led, following elections for post-bearers. The group delivered 

assemblies to recruit more members and inform the school of our aims. 
 
The group then carried out an audit of the school in ten areas: bio-diversity, energy, global citizenship, 
healthy living, litter, marine, school grounds, transport, waste and water. The results of the survey are 
available for all the school to read and a copy is displayed on the eco-school’s noticeboard. 
For the bronze award it is recommended that schools focus on three areas, decide actions, and allocate 
timescales and people responsible for making sure the actions take place. We have decided to focus on 
biodiversity, litter and waste. 
 
In the first category we have undertaken the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch and plan to undertake other 
surveys in the warmer months (such as butterfly and bee surveys); we are providing habitats for wildlife 
in the form of bug shelters, bird and bat boxes; we have made bird feeders and will replace and refill 
these as required. 
 
In the litter category we took part in the Great British Spring Clean and picked litter every lunchtime for 
a week, we conduct regular surveys monitoring bin use and the amount of litter. We plan to carry out a 
litter pick at least monthly. We are setting up recycling areas and have registered as a collection point 
for crisp packets and dental products for recycling (so feel free to send them in to school!). 
 
Looking at waste we will work with the refectory to reduce and eventually cut out single use plastics. 
We are creating a survey for staff to monitor use (and waste) of resources such as pens, rulers and 
paper to see if we can reduce waste in these areas. We will liaise with teachers to promote the use of 
online homework to reduce printing waste. 
 
We have a lot of good ideas and have plans for big projects to reduce fast fashion waste and promote 
technology recycling, so watch this space! 
 
If you are interested and would like to get involved, we would welcome participation from parents and 
carers, as well as staff members (teaching and non-teaching) 
 
Theatre visit 
 
On 25th April, Our Year 9’s experienced a breath-taking live theatre visit to the Winter Gardens.  Blood 
Brothers is a spectacular show that explores the class system, family loyalty and friendship. 
Our students embraced the musical with enthusiasm and maturity - laughter mixed with tears, another 
fantastic theatre visit! 
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Visit to former students at Blackpool 6th Form  
 

I was very pleased to have been invited to Blackpool 
Sixth Form to meet with some of our former 
students.  
 
They are almost at the end of their first year 
studying at the Sixth Form. They have grown up so 
much, a number of them are now driving.  
It was lovely to see them and hear about their 
studies and what they have been doing since 

leaving Baines. I asked what advice they could give to our current students. 
 
They said, “To work really hard because A Levels are really hard”, “To learn independent learning skills 
so you can use your free periods correctly (there is no such thing as a free period” and for our younger 
students, to start thinking about your career plans early and explore the qualifications you need and 
what courses are available to you”. I hope some will return to talk to our current students and inspire 
them for their future aspirations. 
 
Exam Season 
 
The formal exam season starts on Monday 13th May 2019 with GCSE and A Level exams running until 
18th June 2019.  
 
A huge range of support has been in place for our students to help them prepare for their exams and 
this period of time is clearly very important as their hard work comes to fruition. 
 
I hope that all parents and carers will join me and the rest of the staff in wishing our Year 11 and 13 
students our very best wishes for the next few weeks and reinforce with their own children the 
importance of following instructions and signs around the examination rooms. It is particularly important 
that students stay away from the School Hall and the Sports Hall during this very important time for our 
older students. 
 
If you are a parent of a Year 11 or 13 student and have any concerns regarding arrangements for the 
exams or for your child, please contact us in school so that we can support you and your child in the 
best way possible. 
 
Year11-MrFlynn(rfn@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or  
Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 
Year 13 - Mrs Dawber (edr@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 
Exams Officer - Mr Cropper (wcp@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 
 

mailto:rfn@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:wcp@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Celebration of the life of the Sixth Form  

Unfortunately, the time has come for us to say goodbye to our beloved Sixth Form. We have been so 
lucky over the years to see so many of our students arrive in Year 7 and grow to become young men 
and women heading off to future success at the end of year 13.  

To celebrate the life of the Sixth Form we will be hosting a special ‘Final Celebration’ on Friday 21st 
June at 7pm. The evening will be based in the common room and past students and staff will have the 
opportunity to catch up with old friends and reminisce about their times at Baines Sixth form, sharing 
stories of trips to Iceland, Nepal and locating teachers in fancy dress around Bowness. There will be 
hot food provided and a bar for guests to purchase a glass of wine or two to toast their memories.  

During the evening we will also be unveiling a mural that our current Year 13 students have created 
with Lancashire artist Chas Jacobs. All of the students have played a role in the creation and we have 
also welcomed past students and staff. Pictured is Mrs Chapman ensuring that she has added her 
touch to the painting.  

Zara Smith said ‘It provided a good break from studying 
and I found it relaxing. It will be nice to know there is a 
reminder of me at the school in years to come’ and Charlie 
Farrer said ‘It has been very relaxing and therapeutic with 
all the stress of the looming exams’. If anyone is 
interested in attending the event on Friday 21st June 
tickets can be purchased from the front office for £8 
(includes hot food and dessert).  

 
Year 11 – From Mr Flynn 
 
As we approach the formal examination period our Year 11 students are busy revising and preparing 
themselves. The official date for the exams to start is Monday 13th May, but there have been several 
exams that have already taken place. There will be a subject briefing led by a member of the department 
in the refectory before every exam. This is to support with any final reminder and tips, as well as to settle 
any nerves. Last Friday, a briefing was held with all YEAR 11s and they were issued with a letter giving 
all these details. 
 
The yearbook is complete and with the publishers. I would like to thank the Head Boy and Head girls 
for all their hard work in putting this together. Students have had their hoodies issued and are allowed 
to wear them for examinations. 
 
A reminder that the Prom is at The Grand Hotel, Blackpool on Thursday 27th June, 7pm for a 7:30pm 
start. Final invites to the prom will be issued at the end of the leavers assembly once all the examinations 
are finished. The details about conditions of invite are written in the letter that Year 11s took home on 
Friday. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish them all the best for these exams as they are an 
accumulation of five years’ hard work.       Mr Flynn 



    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        13TH May  2019   

Year 5 Moving Up Evenings  
 
Moving to secondary school is an exciting time and our Open Evening in September will be a busy 
evening with hundreds of families visiting school. We realise that pupils and families will have lots of 
questions, which we can hopefully answer to help build pupils’ confidence and to help you to make an 
informed decision for important secondary school choices.  
 
Our Moving Up Evenings are small events where you can ask questions about life at Baines School and 
about teaching and learning. We will take visitors on a tour of the school when it is quiet so that, when 
you visit during our Open Evening in September, you will be more familiar with the surroundings and 
really enjoy taking part in the fantastic activities.  
 
Mrs Chapman, will give a brief presentation. Year 7 pupils will also be there to offer you their perspective 
of their first year at Baines and to help to answer any questions. Other staff will also be there to offer 
insight and to answer questions about life at Baines, transition from primary school and any specific 
needs you may have.   
 
If you would like to attend or, if you know a family with a child in Year 5 who would be interested in 
attending, please email info@baines.lancs.sch.uk or telephone our Front Office (01253 883019) to let 
us know in advance that you are attending.   
 
We had our first two successful Y5 Moving Up evening on 30th March and Wednesday 8th May. And, on 
Thursday 16th May we will be inviting families from Carleton St Hilda’s, Layton and Norbreck Primary 
Schools/Academy. The evening will run from 6.00pm-7.15pm. Of course, if families from other primary 
schools wish to attend you are very welcome.  
 
For interested families please email (info@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or telephone our Front Office (01253 
883019) in advance to let us know that you are coming. 
 
Yr10 Students- GCSE units  
The GCSE exam timetables have now been issued for those Yr10 students who will be taking GCSE 
units this year. These timetables cover Hospitality & Catering, Construction, and I Media. Due to the way 
the entries were completed, they do not have listed on them the Yr10 Business & Enterprise exam on 
the 16th May - students should, however, be aware of that date as they will be sitting the examination. 
 
Year 10 Post 16 Choices (Careers Education) 
 
As part of our on-going Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance program we will be 
actively supporting our Year 10 students in making their post 16 choices.  
 
Over the coming months there will be focused opportunities and guidance available including; careers 
and mock interviews, a post 16 options evening (showcasing local providers), assemblies delivered by 
visiting speakers and targeted one to one support.  
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The first two key dates are the 3rd and 8th of July when students will be taken off site to spend the day 
at either Blackpool Sixth Form or Blackpool and Fylde College.   
 
These visits will give students the opportunity to find out about student life at their chosen 
establishment and to learn more about the subjects offered.  Students have received a letter, please 
complete and return the reply slip as soon as possible.  
 
Safeguarding Updates  
 
On Thursday 23rd May there will be an E-Safety Advice evening in the ILC at Baines, from 4-5pm. This 
will be led by a Police Liaison Officer and an O2 representative. They will work with parents and carers 
showing them how to make their devices 'safe', making them more aware of the issues surrounding 
social media, and how we can work together to keep our children safe on-line.  
 
Letters have already gone out. Please return the reply slip or contact the school office to secure your 
place. 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
All schools in Lancashire participate in a project, called Operation Encompass, which is run in partnership 
with Lancashire Police. 
 
The project, which went live on 29th April 2019, aims to support children who are affected by domestic 
abuse. 
If there are any domestic abuse incidents where Lancashire Police attend and where any children from 
our school are present, the Police will notify us early the next morning and prior to the start of the school 
day. This enables us to offer support or whatever is needed to any child arriving at school. Each school 
has members of staff who are trained to liaise with the police, when required, whilst ensuring support 
is available to the child. At our school, the adults are Mrs C Doherty (DSL) and Mrs H Harkins (Pastoral 
Manager / DSP). 
 
We are committed to providing the best possible care and support for all our pupils. 
In the meantime, if you would like to speak to someone further about the project or require further 
information, please do not hesitate to contact either Mrs Doherty or Mrs Harkins via the school, or follow 
the link below. 
https://www.operationencompass.org/ 

Supporting children affected by domestic abuse 

 

https://www.operationencompass.org/
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Race for Life  

It is that time of year to register for the Race for Life. As we have done in 
previous years, we are putting together a group of parents / carers, staff and 
students who would like to run (or walk) as part of Race for Life which will 
take place in Blackpool on Wednesday 10th July. 

Last year 91 staff. students and families ran together from Baines; we are 
hoping for an even bigger team this year. 

The cost of registering is £14.99 adult, £10.00 child and £14.99 for a young adult. 

If you are interested in this, please return the reply slip on the letter your son / daughter brought home. 
All replies are needed by 17th May 2019, with the payment to participate. Students will need to 
make their own way there and home afterwards.  

Please contact the front office if you need another letter. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it costing 
you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the Baines 
website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does 
not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 

contribution to our school.  We now have just over £200.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint 
on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to support us by 
sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.  

 https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html   

Forthcoming Events:   

13th May-GSCE and A Level Exams Commence 
16th May--Moving Up Evening 6pm-7.15pm (Year 5 Carleton St Hilda’s/Singleton/Layton/Norbreck) 
24th May-Year 13 Leavers Celebration 
24th May – Break up for half term at 2.50pm 
3rd June- School Re-opens 
4th June – Children’s University Graduation (invited families only) 
10th June-Year 7 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
12th June-Year 5 Moving Up Evening 6-7.15pm (final session) 
 
Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  
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