
 

      
   

 

Headteacher Update -  1st April 2019   

 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
   
Just a little reminder that we break up for the Easter holidays on Friday (5th April) at normal school time, 
2.50pm and we return on Tuesday 23rd April, after the Bank Holiday weekend.  
Thank you to all Year 9 parents and carers who attended Options Evening, we had 85% of students 
represented. They have now handed in their forms and Mr McGrath will start working through them 
over the next few weeks. We check every single form and look to see if we think the students have 
selected the most appropriate choices for them.  
 
Last week I sent a communication home about an upsetting incident that had occurred. A few parents 
fed back as they thought that I was treating the posting on social media more seriously than the actual 
incident itself. I am sorry if my email gave you that impression. I hope to reassure you that the situation 
was treated very seriously. 
 
The BecomingX badges have now arrived so I am looking forward to receiving the evidence that our 
students and staff are achieving their challenge. I must confess that my challenge is definitely the 
hardest thing I will have ever done in my life. With four weeks to go, I am trying to increase the distance 
(with limited time to train during the week) and today I ache all over. I do hope to inspire the students 
that if I can actually complete the Blackpool Marathon, then they can achieve anything they put their 
mind to through hard work and determination. 
 
I enjoyed the Headteacher Coffee Morning last week, where it is lovely to spend time talking to parents 
and carers. The next one will be in the summer term. You do not need to book, you can just pop in for a 
drink and biscuits. 
 
We held Fire Drills last week. The students were absolutely fantastic in their response, attitude and 
behaviour. They were very sensible on exiting the stairs and buildings and the times we recorded were 
very good showing an efficient evacuation of buildings. During the summer term we will rehearse our 
lockdown procedure (like we did last year). I will inform you of the time this will be happening so that 
you know it is a rehearsal. I was very pleased to share our lockdown procedures with some other 
schools, who have adopted the same processes as us. 
 
At the end of this newsletter there is a timetable for some additional sessions during Easter for some 
Year 11 students. I am sure you will appreciate that staff are entitled to a holiday and to re-charge their 
batteries, so I am extremely grateful to the staff who are offering these sessions, Students are reminded 
that they MUST SIGN IN AND SIGN OUT AT RECEPTION for Health and Safety purposes. 
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Mrs Dawber is sending a letter home to Year 13 students about key arrangements for them and I know 
that there will be additional sessions after Easter during the week for Year 13. 
 
Finally, a reminder in case you have missed it – our musical Bugsy Malone is this week. We are so excited 
about the show. Tickets for Thursday are totally sold out. Please do encourage family and friends to 
come and see it, we are at the start of a new era where we want to celebrate the amazing talent we 
have at school. After the fantastic coverage on Radio Lancashire last week, we know there is a lot of 
interest in this show. We also understand that the cast and crew have worked so hard and will be 
shattered by the end of the week. I am sure they will rest well over Easter. 
 
 
Stars of the Week 

     

Whittington Founders Stafford Tomlinson Year 11 
 
  
Sporting Success 
 
Year 9 Handball team 
Baines A 4 - 5 Carr Hill A 
Baines B 7 - 0 Carr Hill B 
 
The boys performed really well and produced some excellent 
performances against a very good well-drilled Carr Hill team. 
Man of the match performance from Jake who perfectly 
demonstrated how to score a goal in handball! 
Well done to all the boys involved. 
 
Other Successes 

Royal Meeting  

 

On 6th March, Elliot in Y11 met the Duke & Duchess of Cambridge.  

He was honoured to have spoken to them both. Kate asked about cadets 
and William asked about his flying experience and wished him all the 
best in his quest to join the RAF.   

This was a day he will never forget, what a truly fantastic opportunity for 
Elliot. 

 

 

     
Holly 

Year 7 
Victoria 
Year 8 

Rhianna 
Year 9 

Kelsie 
Year 10 

Nathan 
Year 11 
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Another Elliot (but this time in Year 9) has successfully achieved his Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
through his participation in the Air Cadets.  Elliot’s chosen skill to develop was his personal swimming 
and his volunteering aspect was as a swimming coach. Well done Elliot, and I am pleased you are 
continuing with your Silver Award. 
 
Premier League Enterprise Final  
 
On Sunday the 17th March, our year 9 Enterprise Team; Abbi, 
Brandon, Bobby and Katherine, travelled to London to compete in 
the Premier League Enterprise Challenge.  
 
The event, to be held the following day, was the culmination of 5 
months’ hard work. The team developed and presented their 
Business Plan and promotional campaign, to encourage more 
people in the 18-24 age bracket to attend football matches, at both club and regional finals. which was 
Supported by Jack Shields and Simon Smith from Blackpool Community Trust. 
 
We are incredibly proud of our team who emerged as one of six finalists who engaged with the 
Enterprise Program, from over 500 schools, 170 teams, and over 1100 students who entered the 
competition.  
 

They were nervous but well prepared to present to the judges 
who would decide the winner.  The judges on the day were; 
Theo Paphitis (from Dragon’s Den); a Sport Relief Ambassador, 
Peta Bistany, Premier League Executive Office Director and Alex 
Scott, TV broadcaster. 
 
Arriving in London early evening, the stop was to check out the 
Ernst and Young offices where the competition would be taking 
place. 
 

 
Following an early start, TV presenter and host for the day Ben Shires gave the team invaluable 
presentation advice. 

 
Lunch, final rehearsals and time for a quick picture and pep talk 
from Paul Rachubka, Blackpool FC Goal Keeper 2007 – 2011, 
before the presentations began. 
 
We were the final school to present and this meant a nerve 
wracking afternoon for us. However, we rose to the challenge and 
made a flawless presentation to a packed room.   
 
Speaking of all the teams even Theo Phapitis admitted that he 

would have been too nervous to stand and present in the professional way the teams did.   
 
He said, "These kids are presenting to us and were asked some difficult, cutting questions but they came 
back to me straight away.  That confidence will hold them in good stead for the rest of their life." 
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Unfortunately, there had to be only one winner, and we were very 
disappointed not to have beaten Stoke but Theo Paphitis had 
words of encouragement for the other five teams who had worked 
so hard to get to the final. 
 
 "Stoke won but they were 
one of six brilliant 
presentations," he said. 
"Every year we say, 'How 

can it get any better?' 'How can we be more impressed with the 
level of entrants and yet again?'  Another year on and we find 
six amazing teams who all could have won." 
 
These four students’ roles model our Baines motto, Nile Sine Labore and I am so proud of them. A 
magnificent achievement. 
 
 
Celebrating the success from a former teacher – Mr David Astall 
 
I know there are many people who read this update who are former pupils themselves. I do like to share 
the successes of former pupils and staff. I hope some of you remember Mr Astall and maybe even 
benefitted from his work with the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Having joined the Baines School in January 
1990, Mr Astall soon followed in the footsteps of his predecessor who was Head of Computer Science 
and a member of the school’s Duke of Edinburgh staff team. 
 
Greg Hurst took over the running of the Award for many years with David Astall helping at all levels but 
especially at Gold level, where we had an established team of staff comprising of Greg Hurst, Susan 

Biggs, Kate Griffiths and David Astall. After staff moved on unfortunately 
the Gold Level had a number of years without a group at Baines (We have 
a current Year 13 group who we are hoping will completed before they 
leave).  
 
David continued his work with the DofE at Baines until he left in 2015. He 
has continued his work assessing groups across the country and helped us 
with the organisation of our current Year 13 cohort. I am so pleased to 
share the photograph of David receiving his Long Service Award from the 
DofE. He has committed so many years to helping enhance the skills for 
young people and rightly so, this has been recognised. It is a fabulous 
achievement. I want to thank him on behalf of Baines School for 
volunteering over the years. 
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Class charts 
We have been using Class Charts for nearly a year now and would like some feedback on how it’s used, 
why you use it & whether it helps you/your child: in class; with their homework; organisation; and 
behaviour.  
There is a link to surveys for pupils and parents/carers below. We would be very grateful if you would 
take the time to complete this so we can address your views. Both links are included in a message on 
Class Charts. The survey should take around three minutes.  
 
The links stay live until Friday 26th April (the end of the first week back). We look forward to reporting 
soon. Your feedback helps determine if Class Charts work and if we renew our account as well as make 
any improvements that are necessary. We currently have approximately 62% of parents and carers 
using Class Charts, so we are interested in ways in which we can encourage the other 38% to actively 
engage. Thank you. 

PARENT 
LINK 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6QLR75W 

 

PUPIL LINK https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2X5MRLK 

 

To support the Year 11 and Year 13s 
 
The 6th Form ILC is open every evening from 2.50pm for any Year 11 & 13 students who needs 
somewhere quiet to either do some revision or complete coursework using the computers.  The study 
sessions use the Pomodoro Technique, where the students work quietly for 25 minutes and then take 
a five minutes break (juice and biscuits are provided), the students then work for another 25 minutes 
quietly.   
We would like to see more students using this facility as we help them to prepare for their summer 
examinations.   

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/6QLR75W
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2X5MRLK
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Teaching and Learning Focus  
 

 
 
   
 Year 11 update 
 
It has been a busy half-term for Year 11 with a lot going on to help them make the most of their final 
few weeks. The Yearbook is coming together nicely – a group of students are working hard to ensure 
that an array of memories is encapsulated in the book. There is still room for any embarrassing pictures 
you may have. I am also looking for photographs from school trips. (Please send them to me if you have 
any that can be used, email rfn@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 
 
All students have now completed their mock exams and were presented with their result in a mock 
results day on Tuesday 12th March. All Year 11 students have received their academic monitoring 
sheets this half-term. Hopefully, this has now given all the pupils in Year 11 a clear insight into the 
progress they are making and an awareness of areas they still need to improve before their final exams 
in the summer. 
 
On Wednesday 13th March, an outside company came and spoke with all the Year 11 students about 
revision. This was followed by the parent and carers event in the evening. The day was well received 



    Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update        1st April 2019   

by the students who felt it was most beneficial and gave them some real practical advice that they will 
be undertaking.   
 
On Thursday 21st March parents and carers attended Progress Afternoon to discuss knowledge gaps, 
learning issues and areas for development with their classroom teachers.  
 
The stars of the week for the last term have been: Joshua, Jordan, Nicole, Charlotte, Alice, Zabur, Joe, 
Nathan and Emily. Congratulations goes to all them for their hard work and commitment throughout 
the half-term. Well done and keep up the impressive work! 
 
On Monday 25th March, Pete Wright from Blackpool Sixth Form College came into school and spoke to 
a selected cohort of pupils about their ‘Excellence Programme’. The programme offers pupils the chance 
to build their portfolio up whilst at college in preparation for applications at The Russell Group of 
universities. 
 
The main large GCSE exams start on Monday 13th May, so please make sure students are well prepared 
for these exams. I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the students the best of luck in their 
exams – I have thoroughly enjoyed being your Head of Year and I look forward to seeing you all on 
Results’ Day in August when hopefully we will have lots to celebrate.  
 
Please see the revision timetable for Easter attached at the end of this update. Students are welcome 
to attend the sessions. Please inform the staff if you intend to attend so they can prepare for the correct 
number of students. Please also remember to sign in and sign out for health and safety reasons. 
 
Please encourage students to keep collecting Class Chart points, we are still recognising the successes 
of our students. 
Dates for the diary:  
• Monday 13th GCSE main large examinations start (some students will have practical 
examinations sooner) 
• Thursday 27th June Prom at The Grand Hotel, Blackpool – invites will be released at the three 
scheduled dates. Please use ParentPay as this is the only valid method of payment.  
                     
Safeguarding Updates 
 
Anxiety Education Workshop  
 
We are fortunate to have booked our CAMHS Primary Mental Health Worker, to present an “Anxiety 
Education Workshop” to help support our children’s overall emotional health and well-being. It is a sad 
reflection of the pressures of today’s society for children that more and more children are suffering with 
some aspects of mental health. Hopefully this workshop will give parents an insight into anxiety which 
affects all of our children and give strategies on how parents can help manage their child’s anxiety and 
for them to maintain overall positive mental health throughout their adolescence.  
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On Thursday 4th April there will be an Anxiety workshop 4 - 6pm in the ILC at Baines; this will be led 
by a CAMHs practioner. We still have places, so if you would like to benefit from this supportive 
opportunity, please contact the main office. 
 
 
 
Behaviour Update 

It is great to see so many of our students achieving Bronze, Silver and Gold levels with our rewards 
system in Class Charts.  We even have one our students who has achieved Platinum level which is a 
fantastic achievement at this stage. (I can see I will need to think of a special award as the next step) 

 

Year Group Bronze Silver Gold Platinum 

7 117 40 1  

8 96 44 5  

9 113 20 3 1 

10 110 23 2  

11 102 22 3  

     

 

 

Behaviour Focus for next half term 

 Jewellery must not be worn and will be confiscated if seen. 
 Making sure you are ready to learn by bringing the correct equipment to every lesson, completing 

your homework and having the correct books.  So please stock up over Easter and make sure 
your pencil case is back to being fully equipped.   

 Being polite, kind and respectful to everyone in our community (both inside and outside of 
school) 
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100% Attendance Students (Date range 1.9.18-22.3.19) 

It is also great to see many of our students continuing to maintain outstanding attendance this academic 
year.  Many of these students have also maintained their attendance at 100% over one or more years 
which is absolutely fantastic.   

The school continues to work hard in all aspects of attendance as there is a huge link between the 
attendance levels of students and the outcomes that they leave with at the end of Year 11. If they are 
not in lessons, they are not learning! 

 

Below are the numbers of students who currently have 100% attendance this year. Keep this up and let 
us hope for a whole year of 100% attendance for those students. We also run termly rewards for 
students who have 100% each term, so please try to maintain attendance over the summer term. 

 

Year 
Group 

Number of 
students  

7 23 

8 19 

9 17 

10 16 

11 19 

 
 
Sixth form painting 

As you will have read in previous newsletters we are 
currently working on a painting to commemorate the 
sixth form as it closes at the end of this year.  
 
The students have been busy painting and we have 
welcomed some guests in to help with the painting  
including Stanley and Sheila Croft. Stanley left Baines 
in 1966 and regularly attends events in school, Stanley 
and Sheila are pictured with Granddaughter Ella who is 
currently in Year 13.  
 
We are hosting a final painting afternoon on 
Wednesday 24th April from 2pm till 4pm and would 

love to welcome past pupils in to paint and catch up. If you would like to join us, please email Mrs Dawber 
on edr@baines.lancs.sch.uk or call the school office.  
 
The painting will be unveiled later this year so keep an eye on the newsletters for further details. We 
are planning a special evening on Friday 21st June to celebrate our Sixth Form. There will be a hog roast 
and we welcome anyone who has had any connections with our Sixth Form to attend. Tickets will go 
on sale nearer the date. 
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BAINES SKI TRIP 2019   
 
The Baines ski trip will forever be one of my highlights at Baines school.   
Most if not everybody that went on the ski trip won’t have known everybody. I came home with so many 
new friends that I had made so many memories with. The teachers pushed us out of our comfort zones 
and you got to see everybody in a new light.   
 
One of the amazing things about the ski trip is that it wasn’t just for people who had skied before. It 
gave people the opportunity to learn a completely new sport in a foreign country and by the end of the 
holiday all of the pupils said they wanted to come back and become a better skier.   
 
We set off from school at 6am for a 27-hour coach journey! It sounds awful but it was actually really 
fun. Everybody was dancing along in their seats to the music and we stopped every 4 hours for food. 
The ferry was a nice break half way and when we got off the excitement levels were even higher.  Once 
we arrived at the hotel it was about midday. We went on a walk to the bottom of the slopes until our 
rooms were ready then everybody tried on their boots back at the hotel. We got time to check in and 
unpack before tea.   
 
The food was lovely. Every night we had a soup course, a main course and a dessert.  We had a 
continental breakfast and we made a sandwich for our lunch in the morning, however, we could buy 
food on the slopes if we wanted to.   
 
On the first day we got the ski bus to the slopes and we got split into groups based on our ability. The 
groups changed as we went through the week based on how much people were improving. We met 
up for lunch every day at the bottom of the slope so we could socialise and tell each other about all the 
epic falls!   
 
In the evenings we got time to shower and relax before our evening meal. After tea we would do an 
activity as a group. On the first night we had a disco in the downstairs games room and played ping 
pong and table football. 
 
On the second night we went to a spa. It had 2 indoor pools, 1 outdoor pool, 2 Jacuzzis, a sauna and 
slides! Everybody enjoyed it so much that we went again on our 4th night. The third night was one of 
my favourite nights. We split into teams and we had to compete in multiple challenges such as 
balancing, name the song and celebrity challenge, yodelling and karaoke to win a prize.  It brought 
everybody out of their comfort zone and we had such a laugh.   
On the 5th night we had a relaxing evening. We had the choice of getting McDonalds or we could stay 
and watch the football at the hotel.   
The last night was also one of my favourite nights. We had a quiz against another school in the hotel 
and then we celebrated by having a dance. 
 
Going home was very sad. We had all made new friends and made new memories that we will never 
forget. The ski trip has to be one of the best holidays I’ve ever been on and if you get the chance to go I 
highly recommend it; you won’t regret it. I had the most amazing time!     
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Written by Poppy 
 

             
 

                      
 
 
Looking After Our Trees  
 

 Over the Easter Break, we have some work planned to manage the 
trees and woodland areas on the school site. This work has been 
commissioned as a result of a tree survey that has identified several 
actions for us to complete in order to keep our trees and woodland 
healthy.  
 
This work includes the removal of some trees due to disease or ill-
health, and whilst it can be concerning to see trees being felled, please 
be assured that this work will allow us to improve and maintain the 

health of the trees that are left. Once the work is complete, we will be working with the Eco Group to 
replace the trees that have been lost as part of maintaining a sustainable site. 
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Red Nose Day  
 

On Friday 15th March the students of Baines pulled together to raise 
£303.96! 

This was raised by students donating to wear trainers and a massive 
cake sale. Many thanks to our amazing Student Council for organising it, 
helped on the day by Emma and Charlie in the Sixth Form. 

Thank you as always for supporting our charity events – the Student 
Council are planning the next event. 

 
 
 
Race for Life  
 

 As we have done in previous years, we are putting together a group of parents 
/ carers, staff and students who would like to run (or walk) as part of Race for 
Life which will take place in Blackpool on Wednesday 10th July. 
Last year 91 staff. students and families ran together from Baines. 
We will send a letter out in the near future so that we can register anyone who 
is interested in supporting this amazing cause.  

 
The cost of registering is £14.99 adult, £10.00 child and £14.99 for a young adult. 
 
If you are interested in this, you will need to return the reply slip, when you receive the letter, with the 
payment to participate. 
 

London Trip-14-15th October 2019  
 
The Religious Education and Philosophy (REP) department is running an exciting overnight visit to 
London for students currently in Year 8. Amongst the many highlights of this trip will be a visit to St 
Paul’s Cathedral, The Science Museum, The Jewish Museum and, perhaps best of all, we’ll be seeing 
one of the top shows in London’s West End.  
 
The trip is fully inclusive of all entrance fees and evening meals, as well as breakfast in the hotel, and 
the total cost is £210.  The visit will give students a really good first hand insight onto the diverse 
cultures of our vibrant capital. Each of the locations visited will involve the students in different 
workshop style activities which will help them to gain a better understanding of the significance of each 
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site. This is the second time Baines School has organised a trip to London and we are very excited about 
getting as many students involved as possible, after the success of last year. 
 
If you would like your child to be considered for a place on the above trip, please pay a deposit of £50 
on ParentPay (under other items, then London REP trip) by Friday 26th April. 
 
If you have any questions, please see or email Mrs Wild (SWD@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 
 

Nepal 2020 

Last week Mr Rayburn came to school to give a presentation to our Year 10 students about the Nepal 
Trip. This has been running as a joint trip between Baines School and St Mary’s for a number of years 
now and is a trip of a lifetime.  

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it 
costing you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the 

Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost 
you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  We now 
have almost £200.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use 
the School Angel website. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends 
for online purchases.  https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html   

 

mailto:SWD@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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  Forthcoming Events:   
 

 1st April-Musical Dress Rehearsal 5pm-9pm. 
 2nd April-Bugsy Malone Opening Night at 7pm. 
 3rd April-Bugsy Malone at 7pm. 
 4th April-Bugsy Malone Final Evening at 7pm. 
 5th April-School Closure 2.50pm. 
 23rd April-School Re-opens. 
 29th April-GCSE Arts Exams. 
 30th April-Moving Up Evening 6pm-7.15pm (Year 5-Carr Head/Carleton Green/Poulton St 

Chads). 
 

Finally, thank you all for supporting Bugsy, I hope you will help us to celebrate the hard work and 
fantastic talent this week. Don’t forget the Year 11 Easter revision timetable at the end of this 
update. Have a wonderful Easter Break, please encourage your child / children to keep themselves 
safe during the holidays and I look forward to welcoming them back on 23rd April. 

 Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher   
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Easter Revision Timetable (Year 11) 
April 9am 10am 11am 12 1pm 2pm Topics: 

Monday 8th        
Tuesday 9th 

 
 AMF Maths AMF Maths AMF Maths    

Higher 
Combined 
Chemistry 

CDO 

Higher 
Combined 
Chemistry 

CDO 

Higher 
Combined 
Chemistry 

CDO 

Separates 
Chemistry 

CDO 

Separates 
Chemistry 

CDO 

Separates 
Chemistry 

CDO 

 

Wednesday 
10th 

 RS SWD 
T15 

RS SWD 
T15 

RS SWD 
T15 

RS SWD 
T15 

 RS: Christianity: 
Beliefs & 

Teachings 10-
11.30 then break 

      Christianity: 
Practices 12-
1.30 then free 

revision till 2pm. 
Thursday 11th  RE SC SWD RE SC SWD RE SC 

SWD 
RE SC SWD  RE: 10-11.30 - 

Christianity or 
Phil & Ethics 

depending on 
requests 

      12-1.30 - Islam 
Friday 12th        

  

Monday 15th  PE KBL T14 PE KBL T14 PE KBL 
T14 

PE KBL T14 PE KBL 
T14 

 

Foundation 
Combined 
Chemistry 

+ 
Foundation 
Separates 
Chemistry 

(JTY) 

Foundation 
Combined 

Chemistry + 
Foundation 
Separates 
Chemistry 

(JTY) 

Foundation 
Combined 

Chemistry + 
Foundation 
Separates 
Chemistry 

(JTY) 

Separates 
Chemistry 

(JTY) 

Separates 
Chemistry 

(JTY) 

Separates 
Chemistry 

(JTY) 

 

Tuesday 16th  AMF Maths AMF Maths AMF Maths    
 RS SWD 

T15 
RS SWD 

T15 
RS SWD 

T15 
RS SWD 

T15 
 RS: 10-11.30 

Philosophy & 
Ethics: 

Relationships & 
Existence of God 

      12-1.30 Student 
Requests 

(email/see SWD 
BEFORE this 
session)/ free 

revision 
Wednesday 

17th 
       

Thursday 18th SRU 
English 

SRU English SRU English     

 
 
 


