
 

     

  

Headteacher Update -  4th March 2019  

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,  
  
What a busy week it has been, I can’t believe we have only been back to school for a week. The 
Year 9 started their options process, with the parental consultation evening last week. Thank you 
for your support, 84% of students were represented (not as good a turn out as the Year 10 and 
Year 11) but still a very good turn-out. There are a full range of events for our Year 9s to support 
them in selecting the right subjects to study in Years 10 and 11. If you are a Year 9 parent or carer, 
you should have received a letter last week about all the careers events for them.  
 
Last Friday, all Year 6 parents across England found out where their children will be going to 
Secondary School. I am thrilled that we will be welcoming 191 students into Year 7 in September 
2019. This is a record number for Baines and I am so pleased that more parents/carers want to 
send their children to our school. Thank you to all of our current community for playing such a 
positive role in our improvement journey, we really do have so many things to be proud about. 
 
Later in this update, you will read some important information for our Year 11 parents about the 
things we have organised to support them in their preparations for the summer examinations. Mrs 
Dawber will be working with our Year 13s to ensure they are well prepared too. 
 
You may have noticed that we are closing the school gates at the end of the school day as well as 
during the school day. This is to ensure that any visitors on-site go through the main school door to 
reception, that way we are aware who is on site and we can help you with any enquiry you have. 
 
We were thrilled that so many students were interested in the Iceland Trip, we are in discussions 
with the travel company to see if we can extend the numbers. This will be the first trip that we will 
be using ParentPay to make the payments for the visit. As new trips and visits are introduced, we 
will also move to using ParentPay for deposits. The aim being that from September, all school trips 
will be paid for using ParentPay. We notice that about 150 of our students have not had an account 
activated. If you need any help with this, please contact the Finance Office at school. 
 
On the subject of trips, we now have more enrichment opportunities than ever before. I am 
currently collating a list that has our most regular trips so that you as parents can see the 
opportunities that tend to arise either annually or bi-annually. This will help you to save for trips in 
advance. Of course there may be some changes as other opportunities are made available. I hope to 
send this out to you before my next Headteacher update. 
 
A final plea from me, we are very lucky to have such supportive and helpful neighbours. Please can I 
ask parents and carers to make sure you are considerate when you are parking to drop off and pick 
up students? Please do not obstruct their driveways. We have some neighbours who are elderly or 
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have sick relatives and are likely to need immediate access to their driveways. This situation is 
causing undue stress and I hope it can be resolved without the Community Police Support Officer 
having to intervene. 
  
 

 
Whittington                    Founders                Whittington                Founders                   Year 11  
  
 
 
Sporting Success  
  
Jacob (Year 7) and Joseph (Year 11) both qualified to compete in the Lancashire County Swimming 
Championships 2019 held over 3 weekends in January and February at both the Manchester Aquatic 
Centre and the Liverpool Aquatic Centre.    
Jacob swam the 50m freestyle with a personal best time of 34.69s (50m pool) competing against 
the fastest swimmers in the county. This was the 6th consecutive year that Joseph had qualified to 
compete at these championships. Joseph swam fantastically well, with PB's in all of his swims, his 
times put him in the fastest 12 in the county, his best performance being in the 200m backstroke 
where he received a bronze medal.  
Joseph will compete in the Regional Championships in May. Congratulations to both boys for such a 
strong commitment to the sport. 
  
Congratulations to the Volleyball team who played in the Fylde and Wyre tournament. Our Baines 
team came 2nd, a fantastic achievement, we just lost out on goal difference to Lytham. A special 
mention to Dream who was the star player of the tournament. 
 
Safeguarding Update 1 
 
There will be an Anxiety Workshop run by a CAMHS practitioner on 4th April from 4pm to 6pm, open 
to all parents / carers who would like help and advice to support their children. The session will cover 
all aspects of anxiety, from identifying symptoms to supporting children. Letters will be sent out 
shortly. 
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Safeguarding Update 2 
 
We are extremely pleased to inform you that Baines will be showing Year 10 students a live drama 
performance called Chelsea’s Story on Tuesday 5th March 2019. This is part of Baines’ commitment 
to personal development and ensuring students can keep themselves safe. 
This has been arranged and co-ordinated by a local specialist Child Sexual Exploitation Project called 
WIRED (Ways to Identify Risk of Exploitation and Danger) based at Fylde Coast Women’s Aid (reg. 
charity no 1022548) who have secured funding from our local council and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 
 
 
A busy and exciting time for Year 11  
  

Year 11 Mock Exams are now coming to an end and the 
students will be receiving their results on our Mock Results Day 
on Tuesday 12th March. Following this, on Wednesday the 
13th March we will be holding our Year 11 Revision Reflection 
Day when we will support all students in reflecting on their 
performance in the mock exams and giving some further 
guidance in how to improve their preparation for the exams in 
the summer. Each 2-hour session will be led by "Maximise", an 
organisation who specialise in supporting young people in 
preparing effectively for exams and motivating learners to act 
on guidance given. At 6pm on 13th March, we invite all Year 11 
Parents and Carers to school for a session led by Maximise to 
explore the themes and techniques used with the young people 
earlier in the day, followed by a short session led by Mr Mycock. 

This session will share top tips for supporting your child through the exam season and surviving it as 
a family! We look forward to seeing as many parents and carers there as possible at this invaluable 
event.  
In the following week on Thursday 21st March we will also be holding our Year 11 Progress 
Afternoon from 2.00pm until 4.30pm. This is a compulsory event for all Year 11 students, but parents 
and carers are also invited to attend the meetings with each of their child's teachers. The rest of the 
school will have an early finish on this day to facilitate the focus on Year 11.  
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Silent Study Sessions for Year 11  
 

 
  
  
The 6th Form ILC is open every evening from 2.50pm for any Year 11 students who needs 
somewhere quiet to either do some revision or complete coursework using the computers.  The study 
sessions use the Pomodoro Technique, where the students work quietly for 25 minutes and then take 
a five minutes break (juice and biscuits are provided), the students then work for another 25 minutes 
quietly.  
We would like to see more students using this facility as we help them to prepare for their summer 
examinations.  
  
Literacy Update and World Book Day (7th March 2019) 
  
Thursday 7th March is World Book Day; we have lots of different activities planned throughout the 
week. From secret quote spotting in class, puzzles for prizes and a secret book club. There will be a 
special lunch time in the ILC on Thursday called “Popcorn and Books” where we will be encouraging 
staff and students to talk about their favourite works of literature.   
We will also be hosting a breakfast club on Thursday morning for all our students involved in the 
Paired Reading scheme. Where we will have a special guest coming to read them a passage from 
their favourite childhood book.   
   
Radio 2 - 500 Word Short Story  
 
We have had an excellent array of 500 word short stories from our Year 7 students, which will all be 
submitted to the BBC radio 2 competition. We will be holding our ‘Baines 500 Word Story’ and will 
announce our short story competition winners on World Book Day. Good luck to all the entrants and 
we will share some of the stories in future updates. 
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Science Visit to Manor Beach Primary School 

  

Mrs Doherty along with our science technicians, Mrs Bethel and Mrs Pritchard, went to visit Year 5 at 
Manor Beach Primary School on 14th February.  

The students were first amazed by the ‘Genie in the Bottle’ demonstration and the old favourite of 
mentoes and diet coke. We investigated which produced more bubbles; normal diet coke or 
caffeine free diet coke. We found the normal diet coke produced a much bigger fountain of froth!  

The students then investigated the changes which can occur during a chemical reaction; so 
recorded observations such as the amount of bubbles produced, changes in colour and temperature 
changes.  

 

  

  
Something Special to Remember the Sixth Form  

As a way of ensuring we leave a legacy and strong memories after the Sixth Form closes, we are 
creating a wall mural to share those memories and special times. On Tuesday 29th January we 
welcomed Chas Jacobs (a Lancashire Artist) into school to work with the Sixth Form students on 
their painting to celebrate the sixth form. The students began to gather images of the school and 
pulling together ideas of what the Sixth Form has meant to them and others. Chas worked with 
small groups to begin the initial ideas, bringing together everyone’s ideas and suggestions.   

The Bikeathon is one of the key memories that the students have and this was given a prominent 
position on the initial plan. They also wanted to include images to represent some of the trips that 
people had been on including Nepal, Iceland and events such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award. We 
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also wanted a focus on the charitable side of the Sixth Form and included reference to the various 
charities that we have supported over the years including the Teenage Cancer Trust, Macmillan and 
Trinity Hospice.  

By the end of the day the initial plans were beginning to be realised and the design was starting to 
come together.    

On day two Chas worked at transferring our ideas onto a wooden base. In just three hours and after 
some tuition from Chas the image was ready for the students to begin their painting. All of the 
students helped to contribute to the initial stages of painting, with many commenting how in the 
middle of their exams it was very relaxing. You can see from the images how the painting is now 
starting to come together!   

Over the next few weeks the students will be continuing the painting and we look forward to 
unveiling our creation later on this year. We would like to extend an invitation to our former pupils 
to come into school to contribute to the painting and we are holding some ‘Painting, Tea and Chat’ 
afternoons.  

 These will be held on three afternoons between 2pm and 4pm in the sixth form common room, 
Wednesday 20th March, Wednesday 27th March and Wednesday 24th April.  If you would be 
interested in attending, please email Mrs Dawber edr@baines.lancs.sch.uk or phone the school office 
to register your interest specifying which day you will be attending.   

 

  
 
Red Nose Day  
  
Baines will be supporting Red Nose Day on 15th March, by students wearing their own shoes for a 
£1 donation, and a cake sale at lunch time. All students who donate cakes for the sale will be given 
10 class chart points as a thank you.  
 
Former Pupils Association 
 
On Saturday 2nd March we held the FPA Annual General Meeting and meal at school. It was a 
fantastic evening where we shared stories about the social events from the year and also shared 
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some of the developments from the year, including the 40th Anniversary reunion from October, the 
special Remembrance Service and our plan to further extend and develop the Baines Alumni. We 
have started to create oral histories so that we can learn about what our school was like and share 
such happy memories as well as understanding how Baines has influenced lives many years on. 
We do welcome anyone who has been to Baines School to join the FPA. There is a membership fee 
of £10.00 per year, but the money goes towards good causes at the school so that our current 
community can develop. Recent donations to the school have been to install a new PA system (this 
will vital for our Bugsy show), the Nepal trip, use of trackers for the DofE and for the boiler suits for 
our new construction course. 
 
I really appreciate the support and humour of our FPA and know that new social events can be 
introduced into calendar. If you would like to join, please contact the main school reception and we 
can give you details of how to become a member. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before purchasing online. It 
is an easy way to raise money for the school without it costing you anything. Any online purchases 
you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the 
money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a 
charitable contribution to our school.  We now have almost £200.00 raised for school. There is a 
PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to 
support us by sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.   

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

Finally, from me, tickets for Bugsy Malone went on sale last week and they are selling really well. 
This is the first full musical in twenty years at Baines. The cast and crew are working so hard to 
produce an amazing show. I hope you will pencil in a date to come and support the show. Do not 
leave it too late to get a ticket – be part of this success story. See the poster at the bottom of this 
update. 
 
It is National Careers Week so please do see our daily updates on our Facebook site. I would also 
like you to talk to your children about careers, qualifications and encourage them to research 
unusual jobs and careers so that they can see how many opportunities there are and that there are 
no limits for what young people can achieve if they put their mind to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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 Forthcoming Events:  
  

 W/c 4th March – National Careers Week  
 6th March-Careers Conference (STEM employer Focus) Years 9-11 students (period 3-5) 
 7th March -World Book Day  
 8th – 17th March – Science Week  
 19th March – Year 9 Options Evening 5.30pm-7.30pm 
 21st March - Year 11 Progress Afternoon.  Early closure for Years 7-10 & 13 at 1.10pm. 
 22nd March – INSET DAY. School closed for all pupils. 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

Alison Chapman  
Headteacher  
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