
   

 

Headteacher Update -  11th February 2019 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
This half term has just flown by, with only 5 days until the break, we hope our students will work 
hard these last few days and enjoy the half term. Our Year 11 and Year 13 students started their 
mock exams today, this is their real rehearsal for the summer and we all wish them the very best and 
hope they are revising well and will take these exams seriously. Once we have the results, it will help 
us to focus on what areas we need to re-teach to support them in covering their gaps in knowledge 
or skills.  
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended the year 10 consultation evening. Another 
fantastic turn out with 92% of students represented. This really is fantastic and shows what a strong 
partnership we have with the student, school and home all committed to working together to help 
the young people achieve their very best.  
 
I would like to welcome Ms Vuti to school, she has joined the administration team and will be covering 
as my Personal Assistant while Mrs Porter is on maternity leave. Ms Vuti will then work in the main 
school office afterwards. Congratulations to Mrs Streetly in the English Department who has had a 
baby boy. We wish the Streetly family well while they get to know him. We have welcomed Mr 
Cotterall back to school to teach while Mrs Streetly is on maternity leave. We are pleased Mr Cotterall 
has put his retirement on hold to ensure a smooth transition and support our students with their 
learning. We say a fond farewell to Ms Ireland in the office at half term. She has worked at Baines for 
a year and many will know her from her highly efficient and positive welcome. We wish her the very 
best for her new venture. 
 
Some of you will have read the Facebook post about the sad news that Vanessa Bond recently 
passed away. Vanessa worked in the Learning Support Department at Baines until January 2018. 
She was a valued member of the team who loved her job at Baines and made a positive impact to 
the lives of the children she worked with. She worked closely with some of our most vulnerable 
students and built positive relationships with them. Those of us that knew Vanessa loved her warmth 
and generosity as well as her quirky sense of humour. She was respected for always championing 
the underdog and for always fighting their cause. Some of her friends and colleagues from Baines 
attended a service on Tuesday 5th February in celebration of her life.  
 
I am aware that there have been a few times recently when the main ParentPay site has not been 
working. Please be reassured that we are understanding that there may be a delay for credit to be 
uploaded. However, we now have about 50 students who have not been in credit in their account for 
a considerable time and certainly beyond a week. We are now having to send out letters to those 
who are consistently without credit or that the debt is mounting up. I hope that anyone who receives 
one of these letters will understand that this is not personal but as a school, we cannot afford to 
subsidise lunches. For example, if every student was in debt by £5.00, then this would equate to 
£4,250. I know there is sometimes a small delay between payment and it being available but after 
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two to three days we would expect the account to be back in credit. If you have any concerns about 
this, please do contact the finance office. 
Our Year 9 Option Process will start shortly. It is an exciting time for our students who are thinking 
about their future and their KS4 experience at Baines. Year 9 parents will shortly receive a letter that 
outlines all the key dates and events for this process. 
  
 
Stars of the Week 
 
 

 

                       

 

 

Whittington   Founders              Whittington              Tomlinson                  Year 11 
 
 
Pupil Success 

 
Congratulations to Tom in Year 7 who recently 
went on tour with Liverpool Football Club to play 
in a tournament in Lithuania. Tom played in the 
U13 team. They played five games and won four 
of them. What an absolutely fantastic experience 
for Tom. Well done, we are really proud of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Enterprise Challenge 2019 – We are in the FINAL!!! 
 
We are thrilled to report that on Wednesday the 23rd January our year 9 Enterprise team won the 
North West Enterprise Challenge playoffs and are now headed to London to the National final.  The 
team, consisting of Brandon, Abbi, Bobby and Katherine (representing Blackpool Football Club), 
travelled to the John Smith’s Stadium in Huddersfield and presented their business plan and financial 
projections, which focus on increasing the attendance of 18 – 24 year olds at football matches, to a 
team of judges including; Jenny Slater from Comic Relief, Alex Eckhout - Premier League Project 
Manager and Ross Batt-Hoyland from the Princes Trust.  Following their professional presentation, 

Amelie 
Year 7 

 

 

Rachel 
Year 8 

Bailey 
Year 9 

Lexie 
Year 10 

Charlotte  
Year 11 
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they responded to a tough question and answer session with the judges and from 300 teams across 
the country, we are very excited to be in the final 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stem Champions Competition (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
 
Stem Champions is a Stem Club in Schools competition run by Blackpool and the Fylde College, as 
part of their outreach with local primary and secondary schools. This competition showcases all of 
the Stem opportunities that schools and academies provide for their students and the talents and 
achievements of the students involved.  
 
On Friday 25th January June; Connie and Bryn set off to Blackpool and the Fylde College with their 
Stem Club presentation boards, robot and Stem Club film.  
Connie and Bryn were confident ambassadors for Baines School explaining all of the Stem activities 
over 2018. Three pairs of judges circulated asking all of the students about their school Stem 
activities. They held their nerve and talked about all of the science experiments they had done over 
the last year during Stem Club and Science Club and also demonstrated their robot ‘Bob’. The judges 
were impressed with their programming skills. 
 
Connie and Bryn also explained how the Stem Coding Club had programmed their games and 
demonstrated the projects they have made on Scratch Mitt. They also championed the Maths Skills 
clinics run in the Maths department as part of the Stem skills developed in school. 
Connie and Bryn were awarded with their certificates and will now have to wait until the Young 
Engineers Finals on the 1st March to find out who the winners are. 
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Sporting Success 
 
The early morning training paid off for the year 7 Badminton team who came joint second at Millfield 
on Thursday. Well done boys. 
It has been an eventful half term for the Year 7 football team. Previously they won the regional indoor 
league and went on to the Lancashire Finals. They won the semi-final but unfortunately lost the final 
in a nail-biting penalty decider.  
 
Safeguarding Update   
 
There are some important parent / carer guides on the Baines website, which give good advice on 
how to keep children safe when they are playing games such as Minecraft, or using social media 
platforms like Facebook and WhatsApp.  
 
Assemblies last week also covered staying safe using social media and what students should do if 
they have any safeguarding concerns. Please discuss with your child the handout they were given.  
 
If you have any concerns regarding safeguarding, please contact one of our team:  
 
Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher)  
Mrs Harkins (Pastoral Manager)  
Mrs Earley  
Mrs Dawber 
 
Newsletter Safer Internet day 

On Tuesday 5th February it was Safer internet day and we marked the day in school throughout the 
week. Over the course of the week the students took part in a range of activities in form and had 
assemblies led by Mrs Doherty.  

Social Media is one of the key ways in which our young people use the internet. Did you know that 
Facebook is still the most used Social Media for young people aged between 12-15year olds, but 
snapchat usage is increasing the most with 58% of young people now using the platform. This 
week we have encouraged the students to review their security settings on Social Media and to 
have a spring clean of their friends and followers.  If you would like to do the same then you can 
find checklists which provide tips and guidance on how to use safety and privacy features on a 
range of social media platforms including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat on  
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https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/teachers-and-school-staff/teaching-
resources/social-media-checklists 

We know that the internet provides so many useful ways to further our young people’s knowledge 
and understanding of our world as well as supporting their studies. We know that our students’ 
parents and carers want to support the efforts made in school in ensuring that our students stay 
safe online. You can find a ‘Parent’s guide to online safety’ in the Safeguarding section of our 
website  http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/safeguarding/supporting-parents-with-online-safety/  

 
Bikes 
 
Last week we had a bike stolen from school. It was chained up to the gate on the car park side near 
the sixth form. Two males were seen eyeing up the bikes before one jumped over the fence and 2 
minutes later cycled out on a bike. The lock had clearly been cut (and this would have required some 
sort of bolt cutters). We have reported this to the Police.  
 
However, we were made aware that there were 4 other bikes stolen in the Poulton area on the same 
day. It is very upsetting when situations like this arise, so hopefully if all students lock their bikes up 
in the bike shed, we can prevent any further upset. We have ordered some more racks too. When 
they arrive, they will be placed behind the Sixth Form gate so they will not be on the car park side of 
the gates. 
 
Please remind your children to lock up their bikes in our bike shed, please also encourage them to 
wear helmets for their own personal safety. 
 
Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Exams 
 
Our Mock Exam season starts on Monday 11th February for our older students as they continue their 
preparation for the final exams in the summer. The exams are a great opportunity for our young 
people to test themselves in the real exam environment and in real exam conditions. They are also 
the best opportunity we get as teachers to inform our teaching for the final few months, plug gaps, 
improve skills and build confidence. 
 
Students taking exams are reminded to be punctual and to make the most of every opportunity, 
whilst the rest of the school community are reminded to be respectful of our older students and the 
areas that are used for exams which include the Sports Hall and the main School Hall.  
 
Once the exams have been assessed, we will be holding a Mock Exam Result Day where the students 
will receive their grades, just as they will in August, in a brown envelope. We will also be holding our 
GCSE Revision Reflection Day and Parent/Carer Event on Wednesday 13th March which supports 
students and their parents/carers in preparing for the final exams in the best possible way; further 
information regarding this event will be shared directly with Year 11 and their parents/carers. 
 
 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/teachers-and-school-staff/teaching-resources/social-media-checklists
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/teachers-and-school-staff/teaching-resources/social-media-checklists
http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/safeguarding/supporting-parents-with-online-safety/
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Seneca Learning  
 
Seneca Learning is an online revision aid for all Key Stages and can be found by searching for Seneca 
Learning or using the address (https://www.senecalearning.com). The great news is that Seneca 
Learning is currently free, students need to simply set up an account with an email address for 
themselves. 
 
For students in KS4 & 5 they can sign up to courses for their specific exam board and for pupils in 
Years 7-9 they select a subject at KS3. Once a subject is selected, students pick a topic or skill they 
wish to revise and Seneca learning will test them. When they get a question wrong, the content will 
be repeated in many formats at different times.   
 
Please encourage your child(ren) to sign up and start using Seneca learning no matter which year 
that they are in to support their learning. Many students are very positive about this and it can really 
help them when they are not sure about a topic. 
 
Parental Engagement: Class Charts   
 
We have now been using Class Charts for around two terms as our way of sharing homework tasks 
and resources as well as rewards and sanctions with students and with parents.  
Pupil response to Class Charts continues to be really positive; they love receiving the rewards they 
earn and the app helps them organise their homework and their time. We have recently had a 
presentation from some members of the Student Council on what they love about Class Charts and 
how we can improve it further for them. 
 
Over 95% of our students use Class Charts and 62% of parents have accessed it. Parents/carers of 
pupils in Years 7, 8 and 10 have engaged the most with the system.  
 
Please find time to talk with your son/daughter about their homework & we would love to see 
increased engagement with Class Charts from parents/carers that provide information about the 
work that they are doing as well as the rewards that they have earned. It really is a fantastic way of 
knowing about how your child is doing at school. 
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Literacy Update  
 
Over the last two weeks we have been preparing academic word lists which will go out to All Year 
11 and Year 10 students after the half term. The word lists will support students with their written 
and oral work and boost their vocabulary across all subjects. Encouraging students to use more 
sophisticated language will hopefully improve the standard of both class work and exams. 
This week Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) will be on Monday period 1 for years 7 and 8. Another 
reminder that all our students should have a reading book with them - it is part of their equipment 
list and will be checked frequently. Years 7, 8 and 9 should be completing 15 minutes or more of 
personal reading every evening as on-going homework.  
The Year 7s have been making some great progress in their Accelerated Reader lessons. 7N are 
currently top of the leader board having read a staggering 8,570,377 words between them! We will 
also be able to announce some millionaire readers in the next newsletter, as some of our students 
have made incredible individual progress and read more than a million words since September.  
 
Author Visit  
 
After a truly successful visit from Author and Illustrator Curtis Jobling, we have booked a return visit 
for follow up “creative writing” workshops. These will be attended by some of our Year 7’s. He will 
also be talking to all of our Year 8’s to inspire a love of reading and following your passions! Below is 
a review of the visit we had by one of our Year 7 students.  
“I truly enjoyed the author visit from Curtis Jobling. Whilst he talked about his career, he also made 
us (the students) feel involved with his adventure. He talked about how he wasn’t the greatest writer, 
but a normal person who wrote about his ideas and magical imagination and is now a well-known 
author, illustrator, game designer, animator and many more. I was inspired about what he talked 
about and I really enjoy his visit. I would hope to see him again at Baines.” By Alex. 
 
Year 7 – Radio 2’s 500 Word Story 
 
We are launching the Baines 500 word stories over the next two weeks to our Year 7s in their 
Accelerated Reading lessons. Every Year 7 student will be writing a story as their AR homework for 
the next few weeks. We want to encourage other students to enter too. If anyone is interested, they 
should see Ms Lister in the ILC. The attached link also gives some useful information from the Radio 
2 website. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/50pnqLfDywb9CFxjNvth5l0/about-500-
words  
 
International Women's Day Update 
 
Our group of independent women have now met and started their first mission! The group comprises 
of:  
Kelci-Louise, Abbi, Katherine, April, Niamh, Rebecca, Jazmin, Amy, Abi, Lexie and Charlotte. They are 
working with both Mrs Gibson and Miss Moore in the English department. The ladies are currently 
drafting an email to send to Carolyn Mercer who is their chosen role model for this project. They are 
then to create a project (which can be in the form of a display, poem, creative writing piece, video 
etc.) describing Carolyn Mercer's journey which will be put on display at Blackpool Sixth Form in 
March. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/50pnqLfDywb9CFxjNvth5l0/about-500-words
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/50pnqLfDywb9CFxjNvth5l0/about-500-words
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Geography 10-year challenge 
 
We have had some fabulous entries but please keep your entries coming- we are looking forward to 
a tough competition and final!! See the information at the end of the update. 
 
Iceland 2020  
 
If you are interested or want to find out more, please see Mrs Mycock. We had a fantastic turn out to 
our ‘expression of interest’ meetings. If you would like to go on the trip, then please collect a letter 
from Mrs Mycock. Deposits are due 15th February. See the leaflet at the end of the newsletter. 
 
Travelling to and from school  
 
We want to ensure that all of our pupils are safe travelling to and from school each day. We are 
aware that the roads around school can become very busy, especially at the end of the day. Thank 
you to the vast majority of parents/carers who ensure that they do not obstruct roads, junctions, 
therefore keeping visibility clear for our students.   
 
Please would you also give consideration to our neighbours and be careful not to block access to 
residents’ homes, allowing them and others to access their homes and driveways safely.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Red Nose Day 

 
Baines will be supporting Red Nose Day on 15th March, by students wearing their own shoes for a 
£1 donation, and a cake sale at lunch time. All students who donate cakes for the sale will be given 
10 class chart points as a thank you. 

Former Pupils Annual General Meeting and Dinner 

The FPA would like to welcome any former pupils to their AGM and meal. As you know we are 
trying to reach a many former pupils as possible and encourage them to re-engage with the Baines 
Family. The AGM is at 5.15pm on Saturday 2nd March and will be followed by a three-course meal 
at 7.00pm in the school hall. If you would like to know more, please contact reception or use the link 
to the FPA section on our website 

 

 http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Dinner-letter-AGM-2019.pdf  

 

 

 

http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Dinner-letter-AGM-2019.pdf
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School Angel 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before purchasing online. It 
is an easy way to raise money for the school without it costing you anything. Any online purchases 
you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the 
money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a 
charitable contribution to our school.  We now have almost £200.00 raised for school. There is a 
PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to 
support us by sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html 

 

 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Monday 11th February-Year 11 Mock Exams-all week 
 Monday 11th February- Badminton at Hodgson 
 Thursday 14th February – Friday 22nd February – Year 10 Ski Trip 
 Friday 15th February – School closes for half term at 2.50pm 
 Monday 25th February – School re-opens for all students. 
  

A final word from me, I hope the Year 10 Ski Trip have a fantastic time over half term and I wish the 
students, families and all of our Baines Community a wonderful half term break. 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Baines Geography Department Competition   

10 YEAR GEOGRAPHY CHALLENGE 

Prize: £10 Amazon voucher Recently the BBC tweeted a 10 year 

challenge image that showed how our World has changed in the last 10 

years.   
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The Competition: Your challenge is to display two images to show how 

somewhere in the World has changed in the last 10 years.    

The competition is open to everyone in school. 

Your entry should be handed to Mrs Mycock by Friday 1st March 2019. 

The winner will be notified by Friday 8th March 2019. 

 

Make sure you include your name, form and house on your entry. 
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Baines School - Geography Tour of Iceland 

12th – 15th February 2020 
If you are interested in finding out more about the trip to Iceland in February 2020 then please come 

along to N15 on Friday 1st February 2019 at either 1.20pm or 3pm.  

The trip is open to current Year 7, 8 and 9 students.  Any questions see Mrs Mycock in N15 

[The information session will last approximately 20 minutes – letters will be given out to share information with 

parents/carers] 

 


