
   

 

Headteacher Update -  28th January 2019 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
I cannot believe how quickly January has flown by, we now only have three weeks until February half 
term. The next few weeks are extremely important for our Year 11 and Year 13 students as their 
mock exams start soon. Please remind your child that they should be creating a revision timetable to 
support them, as they will be sitting the exam papers from last summer (in virtually all subjects) and 
these mock exams will give us a clear understanding of what they know and their gaps so that we 
can improve them for the final examinations. Ideally they should be completing some revision every 
evening and at weekends. If they are unsure about how to plan a revision timetable, then please ask 
their Progress Tutor or any teacher. 
 
You may be aware that we had a problem with the phones last week. Many apologies about this, 
there was a fault with the phone lines, we are still working with the company to try to ensure that 
the fault does not occur again. It did mean that for at least two days last week, very few calls were 
able to be made or received. 
 
We have now welcomed Ms Helen Kenyon into the administration team, she will be working in the 
main school office and welcome you as you visit the school. 
 
Please regularly check your ParentPay account to make sure it is in credit. Last week we had a 
number of students who did not have money in their account. This does put the school in a difficult 
position as we are not allowed to use the school funding to pay for food for the students. I know 
there is sometimes a small delay between payment and it being available but after two days we 
would expect the account to be back in credit. If you have any concerns about this, please do contact 
the finance office. 
 
The uniform issue linked to jewellery and skirt length is still ongoing. We have a uniform icon on Class 
Charts and will now need to start using it to show where there are uniform concerns. Thank you for 
encouraging them to keep rings, bracelets and necklaces at home so they are safe for the weekend. 
Please also remind your child that a single small earring is allowed to sit on the lobe of the ear.  
 
Thank you to all parents and carers who attended the Year 11 consultation evening. It was a fantastic 
turn out with 93% of students represented. Students have had feedback from teachers about how 
to maximise the next few months before their final GCSE exams. After the mock exams, we will follow 
up with further guidance on revision techniques and how you can support your children. In the 
meantime, please encourage them to revise and keep GCSE Podding! 
 
Finally, from me, the weather has now turned cold with the increased chance of frost, ice and snow. 
Please ensure your child has a warm coat for the winter. If there is ice on the school grounds, we do 
grit to create clear pathways, we also encourage indoor breaks but some students deliberately look 
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for ice to skid on. I want to keep the students safe and ask that they stay away from any sections that 
are not gritted. 

 
Stars of the Week 
 

 

                       

 

 

 Stafford       Stafford                    Whittington             Whittington            Year 11 
 
 
Pupil Success 
 

Lily in Year 7 did very well in her tap dancing exam passing with a Distinction. This was with greater 
credit to her as she had missed some of the extra classes due to playing orphan Kate in Annie the 
musical at the Marine Hall, Fleetwood with Thornton Cleveleys Operatics and then appearing in 
Songs from The Shows at Thornton Little Theatre with Thornton Cleveleys Youth Theatre.  
 
Karate Success 
 
We continue to be impressed with the fantastic success of Jordanna in Year 11. In February she will 
be travelling to Denmark to represent England in the European Karate Championships. I look forward 
to updating you in the future. 
 
Careers at Baines – Raising Aspirations 

On Wednesday 9th January a 
group of our Year 8 students 
visited Blackpool Football Club 
for the first session of The 
Premier League Enterprise 
Programme.  This interactive 
course engages, inspires and 
unlocks the potential in our 
students by introducing them to 
real business and 

entrepreneurship and helping them develop eight essential enterprise and employability skills. The 
contents of the programme include topics such as; getting to know a business, pricing products and 
services, advertising and managing money and people, and helps deliver the Government’s vision of 
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motivating young people to learn and excel in their education and to see the relevance of their studies. 
Completion of the course helps students develop a ‘can-do’ attitude and equips them with the 
confidence to develop a career and vocational interests. Emphasis is placed on a stimulating, fun 
approach to introducing knowledge in a way young people can relate to and understand, and our 
young people thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

 
Sporting Success 
 

During last week’s Indoor Athletics 
Competition, our team of boy’s came 5th and 
the girl’s came 3rd. Well done to all our 
athletes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Literacy Update  
 
This week has seen a successful start to the new paired reading scheme we are running within the 
school.  A huge thank you to the Year 9 and 10 pupils who have given up their time to become 
Reading Ambassadors for the scheme.  They have worked very hard to ensure our Year7 pupils are 
receiving extra support with their reading.  A reminder that all pupils should have a reading book with 
them - it is part of their equipment list and will be checked frequently. Years 7, 8 and 9 should be 
completing 15 minutes or more of personal reading every evening as on-going homework. We are 
in the process of updating our Year 7 and 8 Accelerated Reading levels with some pupils making 
huge steps forward with their reading level since September.  DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) 
next week will be on Thursday, period 3.   

Author Visit: Curtis Jobling  
This Wednesday, to help celebrate National Storytelling Week, we 
will be having a visit from bestselling author Curtis Jobling. Earlier 
in the academic year all Year 7 students were gifted a book by 
school through the “Book Buzz” scheme. Curtis’ book “Haunt: Dead 
Scared” was the most popular one chosen by our students. 
 
Curtis will be discussing his work in the film and television industry 
as creator and designer of many beloved children’s shows. 
However, the main emphasis of his talk is to inspire a love of reading 
for pleasure in students.  
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He will introduce the students to his middle grade and teen novels, including the acclaimed 
Wereworld series of fantasy horror novels, and his darkly comic chillers, Haunt. The students will 
then have the opportunity to buy a book and get it signed by the author himself!  
 
We hope the students enjoy the visit and feel inspired to read something new! 
 
Chas Jacobs Commemorative Mural 
 
Our current Year 13 students are about to begin a commemorative mural to the sixth form in advance 
of its closure this summer. They will be working with a local artist from the Lancaster area Chas 
Jacobs to create a painting of the school with some representations of what the sixth form has meant 
to them and the memories they have made along the way. The painting will also reflect on the rich 
history of the sixth form and the former student’s experiences as well. Chas will be working with the 
students to bring together the individual elements and the students will then be able to contribute to 
the overall design. We will also be inviting past students, staff and Governors to contribute to the 
painting. We will keep you posted with our progress over the next few months and look forward to 
unveiling our painting later this year. 
 
International Women’s Day – 9th March 2019 #BalanceforBetter 
 
Baines is participating in this year’s International Women’s Day; for the very first time there’s a Fylde 
Coast International Women’s Day Festival aimed at young women in Years 9-11, designed to fuel 
their ambitions and drive them to fulfil their potential. 

It has been organised as part of International Women’s Day and a group of our young women are 
working in school with their first ‘mission’. They have three missions in total which will culminate on 
Saturday 9th March 2019 at Blackpool 6th Form where they will take part in the International Women’s 
Day Festival. This will be an amazing opportunity to meet a local role model from sport to science 
and STEM, to business leaders and community activists. This opportunity will enable the young 
women to learn from positive role models, in terms of overcoming barriers and breaking down gender 
bias to achieve and sustain success and opportunity.  

Geography Department Tour of Iceland School Trip – February 2020 
 
We are very excited to offer our students a chance to experience the awe and wonders of Iceland. 
Interested students can attend an information briefing with Mrs Mycock at lunch time or after school 
on Friday 1st February to find out more information. Please see the attached flier for more details. 
 
10 Year Geography Challenge 
 
Your challenge is to display two images to show how somewhere in the world has changed in the 
last 10 years. The competition is open to everyone in school, and the winning entry will receive a £10 
Amazon voucher. Closing date for entries is Friday 1st March. See Mrs Mycock for further details. 
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Baines Is Now Part of The Red Box Project! 
 
What is The Red Box Project? 
The Red Box Project quietly ensures that no young person misses school because they have their 
period. Working as a nationwide community, The Red Box Project seeks to provide free menstrual 
products for the young people in our local schools. It is a very simple, no frills project and is entirely 
funded by community kindness and donations. 
 
‘In 2017, a survey by Plan International UK, found one in 10 girls and young women were unable to 
afford sanitary protection, with 49 per cent of those surveyed missing one full day of school because 
of their period. Red Box Project Blackpool was initiated by Blackpool, Wyre and Fylde Labour’ 
Blackpool Gazette 
 
Quiz Night 
 
I was so disappointed that we had to cancel the quiz night because only 6 tickets had been 
purchased. However, it seems that there was a lot more interest and people just hadn’t organised 
buying the tickets in advance. So to avoid disappointment as I think it will be a fantastic fun evening, 
we are re-arranging. Instead of serving hot food (which has to be pre-ordered before the event), we 
will serve chips, so they do not need ordering in advance. I will plan the date and send it out in my 
next update. So a fun adult social event to look forward to. 

Use of Mobile Phones When Feeling Poorly 

Please can you ask your child / children to go to first aid if they are feeling ill? A number of students 
have been texting or phoning parents to tell them they are ill and asking parents to collect them from 
school. We have first aiders on site and we need to use our processes and systems so we are aware 
of the children who are feeling ill. As you are aware, our mobile phone policy is that students do not 
use their phone in school during the school day. We will never stop a child from contacting home in 
such circumstances so they will need to seek first aid at the main school office and we can contact 
home then.  

School Angel 
Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it 
costing you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the 
Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. 

This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our 
school.  We now have over £170.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint on our website 
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explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to support us by sharing the link 
with family and friends for online purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Saturday 26th - Tuesday 29th January – Year 10 Poland Trip  
 Tuesday 5th February – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm 
 Thursday 14th February – Friday 22nd February – Year 10 Ski Trip 
 Friday 15th February – School closes for half term at 2.50pm 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Baines Geography Department Competition   

10 YEAR GEOGRAPHY CHALLENGE 

Prize: £10 Amazon voucher 

Recently the BBC tweeted a 10 year challenge image that showed how 

our World has changed in the last 10 years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Competition: Your challenge is to display two images to show how 

somewhere in the World has changed in the last 10 years.    

The competition is open to everyone in school. 

Your entry should be handed to Mrs Mycock by Friday 1st March 2019. 

The winner will be notified by Friday 8th March 2019. 

Make sure you include your name, form and house on your entry. 
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Baines School - Geography Tour of Iceland 

12th – 15th February 2020 
If you are interested in finding out more about the trip to Iceland in February 2020 then please come 

along to N15 on Friday 1st February 2019 at either 1.20pm or 3pm.  

The trip is open to current Year 7, 8 and 9 students.  Any questions see Mrs Mycock in N15 

[The information session will last approximately 20 minutes – letters will be given out to share information with 

parents/carers] 

 


