
   

 

Headteacher Update -  14th January 2019 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Happy New Year! It was lovely to welcome back our students last week, they started 2019 with a 
really positive attitude to their work and with kindness and respect for each other too. As you are 
aware, we had an Ofsted Inspector visit the school on 18th December 2018. The letter has been 
published today on our website and each student has taken a copy home (so if they haven’t given it 
to you, please check the bottom of their bag). The visit was to monitor the rate of improvement since 
the last inspection and I am really pleased that the improvements have been recognised. We will 
continue the drive to support the students to achieve their very best. I thank you for your ongoing 
support in helping encourage the students to work hard and to participate in the wider life of the 
school. Research shows that students who take part in activities as well as lessons, tend to have 
higher achievement. That is why I like to share student successes with you all. 
 
This term we have welcomed Miss Emma-Jane Hague into the front office. She is a former Baines 
student and has already settled in really well. Mr Stuart Godwin is our new Reprographics Technician, 
preparing our teaching resources and marketing materials. He is learning from Mr Steve Kasmir for 
two weeks before Steve retires at the end of this week. Mr Kasmir is an unsung hero, who works 
tirelessly and often under the pressure of tight deadlines to ensure we have the resources we need 
for lessons. I wish him the very best for his retirement. We have two new administrators starting over 
the next few weeks too. In the meantime, I am covering my own administration so thank you for your 
patience as it is taking me longer than usual to respond to queries, especially as we have had a flurry 
of admission requests recently. 
 
I was slightly disappointed with the number of students (mostly girls) who returned from Christmas 
with infringements of our uniform and appearance expectations. There were a number of false nails, 
rings, bracelets and many who are not following the guidance with regards to earrings. We are 
addressing these. It is important that our students do follow the guidance as a smart appearance is 
very important and is the very basic of standards and expectations. I am also very concerned about 
how many students are wearing their skirts incorrectly; they are being rolled up at the waistband to 
shorten the length. I have spoken to many students about this, our current policy allows the skirt to 
be no shorter than 10cm above the knee. Some of the students are wearing their skirts so that they 
are barely lower than their blazer. Please do talk to your child about uniform and support us in 
ensuring that our standards are maintained. 
 
Thank you for the positivity about Parent Pay and our cashless catering system. We have just a few 
students who are not fully using the system now. We will be contacting those parents/carers to offer 
support in registering correctly. Please note that those students eligible for free school meals, have 
£2.50 automatically uploaded every day so that they can pay for their lunch using the cashless 
system. If you have any further queries, please do contact the finance office. 
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My final plea this week is for your continued support regarding maximising attendance. I will be 
sending a letter out later this week following the recommendations from the Local Authority 
attendance audit. It will outline the changes to our attendance policy. I know a number of you have 
been upset because I have not authorised holidays recently. I am sorry you are upset, but there are 
clear guidelines I have to follow. The evidence is so strong that students with attendance above 97% 
achieve the greatest progress, that we as a school must positively encourage all students to attend 
as close to 100% as possible.  These new changes bring Baines in line with other secondary schools 
in Lancashire. I will send details out later this week. 
 
Stars of the Week 
 

 

                       

 

 

 Whittington       Tomlinson             Stafford               Founders            Year 11 
 
 
Founders Service & Christmas Jumper Day 
 
Thank you for all your kind donations at The Founders service, we raised £199.86. The School Council 
will now decide which charities to donate the money to. I am sure they will let you know in their next 
School Council update. 
 
The Student Council organised for Baines students to participate in Christmas Jumper Day to support 
Save the Children, and we are delighted that £166.57 was raised for this fantastic cause. Mr Egan 
and Mrs Bailey's jumpers were also an absolute treat! 
 
Creative Arts Concert  

What a wonderful evening the 
Creative Arts Concert was on 
Wednesday 19th December 2018. It 
was a true celebration of the amazing 
talent we have at Baines. We were 
treated to dancing, a display of art 
and technology work and many 
musical performances, including our 
traditional band, jazz band and brass 
band. The audience was also treated 
to many vocal performances 
including the new KS3 group called 
The Young Voices, Unplugged, KS4  
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group, soloists and a preview from our spring musical Bugsy Malone. Thank you and congratulations 
to all the performers (too many for me to mention them all) and thank you to everyone who helped 
and who came to see the performance, it was a real treat. 
 
School Council  
 
Since September the School Council has become a group where students feel confident discussing 
new ideas. Our group is constantly growing and we ensure that everybody knows about our 
upcoming plans and ideas so that it is a school effort.  
 
As Student Council, our vision is for ‘All children at Baines to have a voice and to contribute towards 
the continuous improvement of our school community.’  
 
Since we have started in September we have discussed a range of topics such as; our school 
curriculum, the awareness of mental health in our school community and how we would like to make 
it a higher profile in school, a new buddy system, a new tie system so that we have an increasing 
house identity, and homework. We have also made a charity timeline so that throughout the year we 
can raise money for appropriate charities in school. We have also put together an Eco Council which 
meet once a week with Miss Wylde to help our school become more eco-friendly.  
 
As a result of our new ideas 5 students, on behalf of Student Council, have had a meeting with Mrs 
Chapman to make our ideas heard and to discuss our next steps.  
 
In the future we hope to make the School Council well known around school so we can make a 
positive impact.  
 
Written by Poppy on behalf of the School Council. 
 
Literacy Update 
 
This term Mrs Moore and Miss Lister have temporarily taken over the role of Literacy Leaders in the 
school. It has been a busy start to the term as the reading ambassadors programme for Years 7 and 
8 has been implemented.  
 
DEAR this week is on Tuesday 15th period 1 for Years 7 and 8.  
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Our Word Of The Week this week is: Inconsequential - meaning of little or no importance.   
 
Next week's word is: Oscillate - meaning to swing between two points with a rhythmic motion.  
 
Class Charts points are available for those using the Word Of The Week in the correct context in 
lessons. 
 
GCSEpod Record! 
 
Our students and teachers used a record number of GCSEpods last term, having viewed 6654 pods. 
This is against an average usage by all schools of our size who subscribe to GCSEpod of only 3703! 
This shows that our Year 10 and 11 students are really making the most of this fantastic resource 
that can be found at www.gcsepod.com and it is clearly proving popular across all subject areas. 
 
There is also new content that has been added over the Christmas break in English Literature, 
Science, Physics, History and RS which is worth having a look at. If students are having difficulty 
gaining access to GCSEpod, they should ask their teachers to help or talk to Mr Mycock at Break or 
Lunch in the Refectory. 
 

 
 
Positive Rewards 
 
The new Class Charts system has really improved our ability to reward students positively. This has 
been shown in an increase in students receiving reward points. At the end of every term we hold 
reward assemblies. Just before Christmas we gave out lots of reward badges: 
 
Bronze Level  187  
Silver Level   2 
 
In addition, we gave out many badges to those students who had 100% attendance during the 
autumn term:   
 
Year 7     49 
Year 8   50 
Year 9   31 



Mrs. A Chapman  Headteacher Update   14th January 2019 

Year 10  26 
Year 11  49 
 
Well done, attendance is one of our priorities this year, I hope there will be many more 100% 
attendance badges awarded at the end of this term.  
 
Quiz Night 

We are hosting a fun Quiz night on Friday 25th January, arrival from 6.45pm. The cost of each ticket 
is £8 and includes food, hotpot and a dessert from Taylors. There will be a licensed bar available on 
the night too. This event is for over 18s only but all parents/carers and Friends of Baines are welcome. 

Each team will be made of 4 people, you can either organise your own team or come along on the 
night and we will help you to join a team. 

As we have to order the hot food in advance, the event will be by ticket only so that we can ensure 
there is food for everyone. Please contact reception to purchase tickets, no later than Friday 18th 
January. 

I am sure it will be a really fun evening. 

Founders Update 
 
There have been some tremendous achievements by the pupils in Founders, with a range of 
achievements being accomplished, including gaining lots of Class Charts points, having excellent 
attendance, being awarded subject teacher certificates, joining in the Bugsy Malone production, 
attending clubs and getting into school teams. In addition, great achievements have been made by 
pupils in Founders House outside school, here are a few:  
 
Kiera gained her yellow belt in Taekwondo  
Harrison has learnt all his patterns in Taekwondo 
Kaia got her round-off backhandspring tuck, got her aerial and is now working on standing back tuck 
- trying to get better in strength and flexibility to continue to improve in gymnastics 
Courtney ran a 5,000 m race in August 
Rachael came first in her athletics race 
Calum won the Man of the Match playing for his football team 
Ben got to the rugby finals with his team 
Ollie memorised his times tables over the summer holidays 
Luke read two books and learnt the longest word in the dictionary 
Ali went up the Clock Tower in Stanley Park 
Layla completed some Rookie Badges and some Scout Badges 
Elliott completed an expedition and achieved his Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award 
Sian entered work in the art and music festivals 
Lucy has appeared in three dance shows and took part in a dance competition last month 
Lucy performed in Annie’s show in the Marine Hall 
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Finlay recently performing in Mary Poppins on Ice at the Blackpool Pleasure Dome starring as Michael 
Banks.  
 
Well done to them all. I am sure more will be achieved over the rest of the year. 
 

School Angel 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before 
purchasing online. It is an easy way to raise money for the school without it 
costing you anything. Any online purchases you make through the link on the 

Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost 
you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  We now 
have over £170.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use 
the School Angel website. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends 
for online purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Monday 14th January – Year 11 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm 
 Monday 21st January – Year 9 Vaccinations 
 Friday 25th January – Quiz Night 7pm in Main School Hall 
 Saturday 26th - Tuesday 29th January – Year 10 Poland Trip  
 Tuesday 5th February – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm 
 Thursday 7th February – Headteacher Coffee Morning 10am-11.30am in the ILC 
 Thursday 14th February – Friday 22nd February – Year 10 Ski Trip 
 Friday 15th February – School closes for half term at 2.50pm 

The term dates for 2019/20 are now available on our school website at http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/ 
 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
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