
   

 

Headteacher Update -  3rd December 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
I hope all of our students and families had an enjoyable Friday as school was closed. As we had 
completed the training hours in the evenings over the last term, staff also didn’t have to attend on 
Friday. I enjoyed seeing a few students and their families shopping at the Trafford Centre. What a 
busy week it was last week, we had a few real highlights: The Blackpool Gazette Education Awards 
event held at the Tower Ballroom, the Year 9 Enterprise Team winning the area competition, and the 
Class of 2018 GCSE awards evening where the Year 11 students from last year came to collect their 
certificates and subject awards. I also received a letter from the Local Authority, congratulating us on 
our improved exam results in 2018. There are further details about all of these in this update. 
 
By the time you receive this update, we will have launched our cashless catering system – today was 
the very first day! I know you have received lots of communications so hopefully you will all have 
uploaded some credit onto your ParentPay account and the students will have used either their 
thumbs or pins to authorise payment for their food. No doubt there will be many teething problems 
while we get used to our new system. Please be patient with us, it is new to everyone and it is such 
a big change introducing 850 students and staff to a new system. If you have any queries, please 
contact the finance office. 
 
 

 

                       

 

 

 Founders       Tomlinson             Whittington               Stafford            Year 11 
 
 
Successes 
 
The Blackpool Gazette Education Awards 2018 
 
We were thrilled to have 14 finalists in the awards, this was the largest number 
of finalists across the whole area. Well done to all of our nominations for being 
such fantastic role models and ambassadors of Baines. Special congratulations go to Mr Egan who 
won the Inspirational Teacher Award and to Mrs Earley who won the Unsung Hero Award. Our other 
finalists were: 
 

Victoria 
Year 7 

 

 

Evie 
Year 8 

Will 
Year 9 Holly 

Year 10 

Emma 
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Secondary Pupil of the Year – Alice (Yr 11) & Grace (left Yr 11 
in the summer)  
 
 
Inspirational Teaching Award – Mrs Giles, Mrs Mycock and Mr 
Egan (Mrs Doherty received on behalf of Mrs Giles) 
 
 
  

   
 
Creative Arts - Pheobe (Yr 11)          Fitness and Wellbeing – Baines Bikeathon 
 

                                         
  

Sports Achievements - Eve (Yr 10) and Jordanna (Yr 11) 
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Young Scientist / Engineer – Connie (Yr 9), Joe (Yr 11), Lucy (Yr 10) 
 
                     Unsung Hero - Mrs Earley 
 

                    
Secondary School of the Year 
Below is a photograph of all our Baines Team – Well done to all, a really proud night. 
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Student Successes 
 

Swimming Success 
 
Jacob (Year 7) and Joseph (Year 11) took part in the Fleetwood 
Swimming Club Championships on Sunday 11th November. 
Jacob finished 1st in the 50m Backstroke, 1st in the 50m 
Freestyle, 2nd in 50m freestyle, and 3rd in the 100m Individual 
Medley. Joseph finished 1st in 50m Butterfly, 2nd in 50m 
Backstroke and 3rd in 100m Individual Medley. 
 

They were also strong members of the Fleetwood team competing in the National Arena League 
meet held at Ellesmere Port on Saturday 10th November, Fleetwood finished 3rd overall and Jacob 
was awarded 'Swimmer of the Meet'. 
 
On Sunday 25th November they both competed at the Bolton Metro Winter Sprints, Jacob got a silver 
medal in the 100m Individual Medley, silver in the 50m Freestyle and bronze in the 50m Backstroke, 
whilst Joseph achieved gold in the 50m Butterfly, silver in the 50m Backstroke, silver in 100m 
Individual Medley and bronze in 100m freestyle.  
 
They have both qualified for the Lancashire County Swimming Championships held over three 
weekends in the new year at both the Manchester Aquatics Centre and Liverpool Aquatics Centre. 
 
Very well done to both boys!  
 
Martial Arts Win 
 
Ryley in Year 8 competed in the Unity World Games Open Competition in Keswick (Martial Arts) and 
was placed 1st in both the teams event and normal sparring, winning 6-5 in extra time. Since the 
competition was international, he got a certificate saying World Champion in his division and weight.  
 
Former Pupil Success 
 
We are delighted to share with you some recent successes of some of our previous Sixth Form 
leavers.  
Jordan left in August 2017 and is currently studying at Salford University. He was recently able to 
gain work experience on BBC’s Songs Of Praise working in the office in Media 
City and was then asked back to work on the ‘Gospel Choir of the Year’ 
programme.  He said ‘It was an amazing experience to see and work on a 
prestigious BBC programme such as this. I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend of 
filming and gained some essential skills needed for the industry as well as some 
fantastic contacts and a credit’. He was mentioned in the credits of the 
programme and is pictured standing in for Gareth Malone! He has also filmed 
BBC’s ‘The Christmas Big Sing’ which will be broadcast on 23rd December. 
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Andrew left Baines in August 2017 and is currently studying Maths at 
Keele University. Andrew recently appeared as a contestant on 
Countdown! He won his first game 80 points to 64 and so far has gone on 
to win another 8 games! He said ‘I had a brilliant experience filming it as it 
was something I’ve always wanted to do since being younger’. 
 

Sporting Successes  
 
The Year 11 football team competed in the Lancashire Cup 2nd round. The boys played well, but the 
final score saw West Craven winning 1 – 5. 
 
Y8 Rugby Trip 
 
On Saturday 17th November the Year 8 Rugby team went on a trip to watch Fylde RFC against South 

Leicester at The Woodlands. The final score was 40-28 to Fylde. We 
enjoyed the whole game and in particular the last try was celebrated 
wildly as it was an outstanding team effort. When the game was over 
and we knew that Fylde had won we were 
really pleased. The game had ups and downs 
and both teams played very well, we also learnt 
more on how the game is played at a 
professional level. We are very thankful to Fylde 

RFC for the tickets and the teachers Mr Flynn and Mr Hartley who gave up 
their time to take us there. We hope the rest of the team enjoyed it as much 
as we did. By Alix and Charlie – Year 8 
 
Children In Need 

Thank you for supporting Children In Need – as a school we raised 
£280.  
 
 

 
Our next charity event will be Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 14th December, where students and 
staff can wear a Christmas jumper in return for £1 donation. 
 
Mock interviews  

The Sixth Form students were given the opportunity as part of their wider 
curriculum to take part in a Mock Interview. These were based on either a 
University interview or for employment, as the students are considering a wide 
range of options for next year. As part of the preparation the students looked 
at CV writing and interview skills, and had the opportunity to provide their 
interviewer with either a CV or Personal Statement. We were lucky to welcome 
three Governors to the interview panel: Mr Cain, Mr Fletcher and Mr James. We 
wanted the students to have a ‘real’ experience and be interviewed by someone unfamiliar to them. 
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Once they were interviewed they were given feedback and a chance to ask questions so that they 
could learn from the experience.  

The students have already started to receive invitations for interviews from University applications 
and I am sure that the experience will help in their preparation. 

Year 9 Enterprise Team 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 9 Enterprise Team - Commercial 
Awareness - who have won the Premier League Enterprise Challenge 
local heats. In October the Premier League’s Executive Chairman, 
Richard Scudamore tasked students to work on a real enterprise brief, 
based around Blackpool Football Club and its fans. Bobby, Abbi and 
Katherine presented their proposal, alongside other local schools, in a 
Dragons’ Den format at Blackpool FC. They now proceed to the 
regional North West finals in Huddersfield in January 2019. If 
successful, they will then compete for the national title in London. 
 

Literacy – Word of the Week 

The word of the week this week is Propaganda - information put out by an organisation or 
government to promote a policy, idea or cause.  

Next week it is Oppressed - treated in a harsh or cruel way, particularly with regards to authority.  
Please discuss these words with your child and see if they can make sentences where the words are 
used appropriately. 

Book Buzz Arrival! 

We mentioned back in September the ordering of Book Buzz for all our Year 7 students. This scheme 
allowed the students to select the book they wanted from a list of titles. After a few weeks of waiting, 

they have now arrived and we have started handing them 
out in reading lessons.  

Each book has been personalised to the student as a gift to 
remind them of their first term at Baines school. Then the 
students started reading their new books. You could have 
heard a pin drop as the students eagerly consumed the first 
chapter or so after patiently waiting for the book. 

A personalised and fun way to inspire our students to be 
passionate about reading!   
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Christmas Creative Arts Evening  

Our Christmas Creative Arts Evening will take place on Wednesday 19th December, starting at 7pm 
in the School Hall.  Tickets are available on the door (£3 adults, £2 children/students/concessions).  
There will also be a Creative Arts Gallery featuring work from Art, Photography, Design, Construction, 
Music and Food & Nutrition - the gallery will be open for viewing from 6.15pm.  It promises to be a 
wonderful evening showcasing student work, and we are also excited to feature Dance and Musical 
Theatre items.  

Headteacher Coffee Morning – Friday 7th December 

Last year I held a coffee morning that was well attended and the parents thought it would be a good 
idea to make it an annual event. So on Friday morning, you are very welcome to join me for mince 
pies and a cup of tea or coffee. As a school, I am hoping to re-launch the Friends of Baines (which is 
like a PTA, parent teacher association) where we can work together to organise social events and 
raise funds for special school projects. I hope to see you at school in the ILC for our coffee morning 
between 10.00 and 11.30am on Friday morning. 
 
Founders Service 
 
Just a reminder for our Year 7 families, that our Founders Service is being held on Tuesday 11th 
December at 7pm in St Chad’s Church in Poulton. This is a wonderful way to celebrate our Year 7 
and to join together to sing a few carols. They have been rehearsing singing the Baines School Song 
in their music lessons. I look forward to welcoming you all to this special service. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel link before purchasing online. It is 
an easy way to raise money for the school without it costing you anything. Any online purchases you 

make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small 
percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional 
money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  We now 
have over £160.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint on our website 
explaining how to use the School Angel website. Please continue to support us 

by sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases. 
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

Finally, I was so pleased to receive the attached letter from the Local Authority last week. I have 
scanned it in so you can see it. Congratulations to all of our community who every day helps us on 
our improvement journey. 

Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Monday 3rd December – Cashless Catering System goes live 
 Tuesday 4th December – Year 8 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm 
 Friday 7th December – Headteacher Coffee Morning 10am-11.30am in the ILC 
 Tuesday 11th December – Year 7 Christmas Founders Service 7pm St Chad’s Church 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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 Friday 14th December – Christmas Jumper Day - £1 donation 
 Wednesday 19th December – Creative Arts Evening 7pm 
 Friday 21st December – School closes for Christmas holidays 1pm 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
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