
   

 

Headteacher Update -  5th November 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
It was lovely to see everyone back at school last week after the October half term break. Hopefully 
all the students re-charged their batteries and are ready for lots of learning in the long half term that 
leads up to Christmas. As today is Bonfire Night, please remind your children about keeping 
themselves safe around bonfire and fireworks. Over the last two weeks the Houses have held 
celebration assemblies, it is fantastic to hear of the successes. Over the next few updates, we will 
share some news from the Houses, Year 11 and Sixth Form. 
 
There are some very important notices in the update this week, in particular about the cashless 
catering, ParentPay and attendance.  
 
 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 
 
Sporting Success 
 
Our Year 8 Rugby team have had some fantastic results, winning 7 out of 9 games so far this season: 
Baines 25 - 0 Lytham 
Baines 5 - 10 Garstang 
Baines 15 - 0 Carr Hil 
We had two wins and two losses last week at the Year 7 Wyre and Fylde Rugby. The boys played 
well and have progressed over the half term. This is a new team and many are just establishing their 
rugby skills. We look forward to them developing as a team throughout the season. 
 
Our Year 7 Football team have made it into the Semi Final of the Cup and Baines beat Millfield 6-1 
in the recent Quarter Final. 
 
Pupil Success 

 
Jordanna in Year 11 trains with the Musuko Karate Academy. She attended the 
third and final session of a tough selection process on Saturday 6th October in 
Leicester. She fought and won 5 rounds to secure the honour of representing 
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England in her age group category. Her selection means she will now compete in the individual event 
at U21 European Championships in February 2019 in Aalborg, Denmark. 
 
Also, congratulations to Ben in Year 11. He is very active within scouting and as a young leader he 
has just won his Chief Scout platinum award. In addition, he attends the monthly County Forum 
where he has just been made secretary. Well done Ben!   
 
 
Baines Represented at the Poulton Poppy Installation Ceremony 
 
Mrs Doherty, joined by two of our Year 10 students Poppy and Ethan, attended Poulton St Chads 
Church on Thursday 1st November for Poulton’s Poppy Installation Ceremony. Poppy and Ethan read 
out the names of the fallen Former Pupils of Baines School. It was a lovely start to a week of our 
remembrance assemblies.  
 
Baines Biological Bake Off 
 

Once again our Baines students have shown that they are very talented bakers. 
Three students had cakes submitted to the national Bio-Bakes competition for 
the Physiological Society. Two achieved highly commended in the school-based 
competition and Connie in Year 9 was the overall winner with her “Digestive 
System” cake. 
 
 
 
 

 
Cashless Catering - Very Important Information 
 
We are launching the cashless catering system on 3rd December and are in the process of getting 
everything organised for this. The firm are coming in to school in a few weeks to start recording the 
biometric measurements from every student and all members of staff. We have been sending out 
permission letters in order for Parents/Carers to opt in to give permission for this. Without the 
permission slip, your child will be given a pin number that they will need to remember in order to pay 
for food from 3rd December onwards. 
 
We are still waiting for over 400 reply slips. You should have received a reminder letter last week 
and this will be the last reminder we give out, therefore please send your response in as soon as 
possible. 
 
Please make sure you circle the Yes section (if you give permission) as many people have returned 
the form but not actually said if they give permission or not, so we are having to phone lots of people 
to ask this question. 
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ParentPay- Our New Online Payment Service – Very Important Information 
 
To get ready for our cashless catering, we are pleased to announce that we will shortly be accepting 
payments online for school meals.  Using a secure website called ParentPay you will be able to pay 
online using your credit or debit card or continue to make cash payments at PayPoint stores.  
ParentPay will be our preferred method of making payments to school. 
 
What are the benefits to parents and pupils? 
 
 ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you the freedom to make online payments whenever and 

wherever you like, 24/7  
 The technology used is of the highest internet security available ensuring that your money will 

reach school safely – offering you peace of mind 
 Payments can be made by credit/debit card or cash payments at one of 33,000 PayPoint stores 
 Full payment histories and statements are available to you securely online at any time 
 Your children will not have to worry about losing money at school 
 Parents can choose to be alerted when their balances are low via email and/or SMS text  
 
Next week we will be sending you your account activation details, just follow the instructions in the 
letter we give you to get started with ParentPay. 
 
It is important that your account is in credit ready to be used when we go cashless on Monday 3rd 
December 2019. 
 
If you want to find out more about ParentPay go to: https://www.parentpay.com/parents/ 
 
 
Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Christmas Child 
 
This year Baines School (led by the Sixth Form and Student 
Council) is supporting Samaritan’s Purse and Operation 
Christmas Child. This is a scheme where we fill shoeboxes with 
gifts to send to children who may otherwise have nothing this 
Christmas. The charity has been running since 1990 and 157 
million children have already received a shoebox since it began. 
 
We will be collecting items in school from Monday 29th October through to Wednesday 14th 
November to allow us to finish packing them and deliver them to the local drop off centre by the 
deadline of 18th November.   
 
The shoe boxes will be provided for boys and girls across all age groups. Further details can found at 
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/. We will also be 
raising money to support the costs of sending the shoeboxes, this is set at £5 per shoe box and we 
would ask for donations to help pay towards the cost of this, a suggested donation of 20p per student 

https://www.parentpay.com/parents/
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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would help us to be able to send as many shoeboxes as possible. Donations will be collected in form 
time so the students just need to bring their donated items to form where they will be collated.  
 
The Student Council have already run assemblies to show the students what a shoebox would be 
like and what it would contain and the students have seen a video in form showing just what an 
impact the shoeboxes have on the children who receive them.  

 
Children in Need – Friday 16th November 

 
This year we will be supporting Children in Need by allowing pupils to 
come to school wearing their own shoes or trainers for the day in return 
for a £1 donation.  

 
 
Developing Literacy 
 
Developing literacy is one of our school priorities this year. This is because of the strong link between 
high levels of literacy and success in careers and academic performance. In particular, we are looking 
at expanding our students' vocabulary.  Every week, when you sign their homework planner, you 
should notice that there is a word of the week in the top right hand corner of the page.  The word 
should be followed by a definition and often synonyms (to help the students see the words which 
mean the same thing) and occasionally it tells them the antonym (so they understand the opposite 
meaning). We encourage you to discuss these words with your child, you can ask them where they 
managed to use that word this week and you can look at the word for the following week and discuss 
how they may use it in a lesson.  
 
Any support you can give at home for developing literacy through the word of the week, 
encouraging your child to read or to read with them will all help in developing a rich understanding 
of literacy. One of the main ways you can help us is to reinforce correct spelling. I have recently 
spotted ‘text style’ spellings appearing in school work. I worry that students are starting to think 
that the way they write texts is acceptable for how they complete their work. For example Urs 
and U instead of yours and you.  
 
The Words of the Week for the following two weeks are: 
 
Indispensable adj. extremely desirable or useful, or not to be done without. Synonyms: Crucial, 
essential. Antonym: Unnecessary 
 
Underhand adj. done secretively and dishonestly or with the intention to deceive or cheat 
somebody.  Synonyms: Deceitful, dishonest Antonyms: open, honest. 
 
Attendance - Unauthorised Holidays – Very Important Information 
 
As you know, we are working hard at improving attendance at school. This is for three main reasons:  
 



Mrs. A Chapman  Headteacher Update   5th November 2018 

1. The direct link between attendance and learning. If students are not in lessons, they are not 
learning. Research shows that students with below national average attendance tend to 
achieve around two grades lower per subject than students with attendance above 95%. 

2. It is a legal requirement for parents/carers to ensure that their children attend school regularly 
3. Attendance is one of the areas that Ofsted assess when deciding if a school is graded at least 

‘good’. 
 

Unfortunately, last half term we saw an increase in the number of unauthorised holidays taken during 
term time. The number of days recorded as unauthorised holidays is nearly four times compared with 
the same time period as last year.  This has had a real negative impact on our attendance figures. 
 
It is very important that we work in partnership with you as parents/carers to ensure that good or 
outstanding attendance is maintained.  We request that you avoid the organisation of family holidays 
during term time. Holidays organised during term time mean that children miss many hours of 
learning and end up more often than not as being termed as persistently absent i.e. having 
attendance levels of less than 90%. In addition, students very rarely catch up on the work they have 
missed when they are absent from school. 
 
I have included an extract from our Attendance for Learning policy below regarding persistent 
absence. 
 
From September 2015, “Persistent Absence’ refers to any absence exceeding 10%, whether 
authorised or unauthorised.  Government data indicates that youngsters with persistent absence are 
often unlikely to achieve at school and stay in education after the age of 16”.   
 
Year 11 Update 
 
It has been a busy half-term for Year 11 with a lot of support to help them make the most of their 
final year. 
 
On Wednesday 17th October there was a Post-16 Careers Event held in the Main Hall. It was an 
opportunity for students to speak to Post-16 providers from a variety of different industries. It was 
well attended and the students left with information ready to further their 
careers.  
 
One student spent some time on a Saturday at Arnold Clark looking around 
the garage gaining valuable experience in how a garage operates to 
support future career decisions. Thank you very much to Arnold Clark for 
allowing us to visit. 
 
The stars of the week have been: Abbey, Jordanna, Harry, Marcus, Olivia, Isobel, Olivia, 
Poppy, Hannah, Elissa, Layla and Nathan. Congratulations goes to all of them for their hard work and 
commitment throughout the half-term. Well done and keep up the impressive work! 
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All Year 11 students have received their academic monitoring sheets this half-term. This was in 
conjunction with a presentation from Mr Mycock regarding the new target setting procedure in 
school.  
 
Mr Flynn is looking for any photographs from any school trips that the students have been on whilst 
at Baines. These will help with the Year 11 leaving events next summer. Please email these to Mr 
Flynn at rfn@baines.lancs.sch.uk as soon as possible. 
 
Looking ahead to this next half term:  
 

 Army presentation on Thursday 22nd November 
 Year 11 reports issued 
 Year 11 Christmas rewards trip to The Trafford Centre. 

 
Year 11 Prelim Examinations 
 
Prelim examinations start on Monday 5th November in the non-core subjects during lesson time and 
on Monday 12th November in Maths, English and Science for all Year 11 students. A formal timetable 
for the Core subjects has been emailed to parents/carers and printed copies have been shared with 
students. 
 
The Prelim exams are an important tool that support teachers in preparing our Year 11 students for 
future assessments. In this vain, it is vital that students try their best and perform at their highest 
possible level so that teachers then know exactly where students' strengths and areas for 
development lie at times of formal assessment. I am sure that parents/carers will continue to support 
our young people in encouraging thorough revision for all subject areas. 
 
GCSEpod 
 
We have entered the GCSEpod Games 2018 where we will compete against other schools in the 
North West until February. By watching pods on gcsepod.com you will help the school move up the 
North West League Table. The winner in the North West will receive shopping vouchers that will be 
spent on the top student users of GCSEpod at Baines. If we qualify for the National Games 2018 and 
win, then £1000 of vouchers will be spent on our most prolific "podders"! 
 
All Year 10 and 11 students have been shown how to access GCSEpod. If they have difficulties, they 
should see Mr Mycock or one of their teachers who can support them in logging on to the site.  
 
This resource is so valuable is supporting revision and ensuring that learning is retained – please 
encourage your child to ‘Pod’ when they have a few spare moments. 
 
Let the Games commence! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:rfn@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Remembrance Assemblies 
 
To commemorate a hundred years since the end of the First World War, we will be holding some 
very special Remembrance Assemblies this year. As usual, we will have assemblies on Monday to 
Friday during the week 5th to the 9th November. On Friday 9th November, we will be holding a special 
service to remember the Baines students who were lost in the war. To remember those, we would 
be very honoured if our students who are cadets in any of the forces would wear their uniform to 
school on that day.  
 
ClassCharts Points 
 
The introduction of our new rewards system through Class Charts is proving very successful in 
motivating pupils and improving behaviour for learning within the classroom. It is very clear that 
teachers are utilising the system in place to help motivate our young people. 
Below is a table which identifies the number of reward points for each award level. I am really pleased 

that there are a number of students who 

have already reached the bronze award. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Level  Number of points 
achieved 

Bronze  200 

Silver 400 

Gold 600 

Platinum 750 
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Instrumental/Vocal Lessons 
 
Students who are interested in starting instrumental and/or vocal lessons at Baines can now receive 
the necessary form from Mr Shillitoe, so as to start lessons in January 2019. Students can sign up for 
one of the following options (each lasting one term in length): 
 
- Ten 20 minute private lessons for £85 
- Ten 30 minute shared lessons for £65 (based on another student wishing to share lessons) 
- Ten 15 minute private lessons for £65 
 
The deadline for submitting the form and payment so as to start lessons in January 2019 is Monday 
10th December 2018. For more information and the necessary paperwork, please see Mr Shillitoe 
(you can also contact him via rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 
 
Bugsy Malone - Prop/Costume Donations 
 
As we begin our rehearsals for Bugsy Malone, we politely ask if any members of the Baines 
community are willing to donate spare items they may have around their households, for use as props 
and/or costumes.  Bugsy Malone is set in the 1920s, and we want the production to look as authentic 
and realistic as possible. 
 
The following list outlines some of the items we need for Bugsy Malone: 
 
- 1920s appropriate dresses for girls aged 11-16 
- Costume jewellery 
- Female dressing gowns 
- Fedora or trilby hats 
- Bow ties/regular ties (preferably solid colours) 
- Mac style jackets (news reporter style) 
- Old wooden chairs/stools 
- Baseball bat(s) 
- 'Old fashioned' satchel for a paperboy 
- Old wooden string mop 
- Soda syphon 
- Director's chair 
- Tin laundry baths 
- Large wicker laundry baskets 
- Metal torches 
- Magnifying glass 
 
If you can help out with any of the above items, and/or can provide other items/resources, please do 
contact Mr Shillitoe (rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk).  Any help in the form of donations will be truly 
appreciated. 
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40th Reunion – Baines Becoming Co-Educational 
 
On 13th October we held a reunion in the school hall to celebrate that 2018/19 celebrates 40 years 
since the school became co-educational with both boys and girls attending. The event was absolutely 
fantastic and welcomed nearly 70 members of the Baines community, staff and students who were 
at the school in 1978/79. Our current Head and Deputy Head Boys and Girls gave tours around the 
school, there was food and the group sharing happy memories of their time at Baines. There was an 
excellent 2-page article in the Blackpool Gazette.  
 
We will be shortly launching some ideas to develop the Baines Alumni and community further. I hope 
many of you as part of the family and friends of Baines will get involved in the groups and social 
events.  
 

Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online 
purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school 
a small percentage of the money you spend. I am aware that many will start to 
buy Christmas presents so hope you may remember to go through our School 
Angel site to make online purchases. This does not cost you any additional 
money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  We 

now have over £145.00 raised for school. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with 
family and friends for online purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Thursday 8th November – Anxiety Workshops for Y11 Parents/Carers 4pm-6pm in ILC 
 Friday 9th November – Special Remembrance Service 
 Monday 12th - Wednesday 14th November – Creative Arts Festival 
 Friday 16th November – Children In Need – pupils to wear their own shoes 
 Tuesday 20th – Thursday 22nd November – Army ASPT Assemblies 
 Tuesday 27th November – Year 11 Class of 2018 GCSE Awards Evening 7pm 
 Friday 30th November – School Closed to students  
 Monday 3rd December – Cashless Catering System goes live. 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

