
   

 

Headteacher Update -  19th November 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Last week we held our Remembrance Assemblies and on Friday 9th November we held a very special 
ceremony outside the Rose Garden. To commemorate 100 years since the end of World War One, 
we focused on the forty-four former students and staff from Baines who were killed as a result of the 
war. A former student called Robert Wright has researched each of the students and sourced their 
Commonwealth War Grave Certificates. During the week we learnt a little about each of them and 
displayed the certificates. Ben in Year 11 took part in a Scout visit to Thiepval and he found the names 
of the five Baines students on the war memorial there. Later in the newsletter you can read more 
about our Remembrance service. As you are aware, we have become very concerned about 
attendance as the whole school figure dropped just below national average and last term, there were 
so many unauthorised absences through holidays and illnesses. To help us to improve attendance, 
we have had a consultant from the Lancashire Local Authority review our provision, data and 
processes. Once we have the recommendations about the things we need to do to improve 
attendance, I will write to let you know. In the meantime, please help us to ensure that students 
attend as close to 100% of the days as possible, and if they are absent for any reason, please ensure 
they are proactive in seeing their teacher to catch up any work they have missed. 
 
 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Whittington             Founders                Stafford            Year 11 
 
 
Successes 
 
The Blackpool Gazette Education Awards 2018 

 
 I am thrilled to inform you that we have 14 finalists in the awards this year. The 
award evening is on Monday 26th November where we will find out if we have 
any winners. However, it is fantastic to have been shortlisted so many times and 
recognises the fantastic talent we have at Baines as well as all their hard work. 
 We have been shortlisted for the following awards: 

 
 

Sienna 
Year 8 

 

 

Holly 
Year 9 

Etahn 
Year 10 Jenson 

Year 7 

Alex 
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Secondary Pupil of the Year – Alice (Yr 11) & Grace (left Yr 11 in the summer) 
Inspirational Teaching Award – Mrs Giles, Mrs Mycock and Mr Egan 
Creative Arts - Pheobe (Yr 11) 
Sports Achievements - Eve (Yr 10) and Jordanna (Yr 11) 
Fitness and Wellbeing – Baines Bikeathon 
Young Scientist / Engineer – Connie (Yr 9), Joe (Yr 11), Lucy (Yr 10) 
Unsung Hero - Mrs Earley 
Secondary School of the Year 
 
Sporting Successes  
 
Congratulations to the Year 10 netball team who are the league champions. They will be treated to 
a special visit to McDonalds to celebrate their win. 
 
Year 7 played their first league Netball match against Fleetwood High on Tuesday evening. The A 
team won 8-0 and B team won 15-0. 
 
Year 8 competed in the Wyre and Fylde Netball tournament on Monday afternoon. The A team just 
missed out on the final, finishing in third place overall. The B team made it through to the final but 
lost by 1 goal to Hodgson. 
 
Our Year 9 netball team played Fleetwood and had the fantastic winning result of 13-0.  
 
Well done to the Year 7 rugby team who played against Carr Hill and won 24-7. 
 
Congratulations to our Yr7 football team on beating Cardinal Allen and Fleetwood 1-0 last week. 

 
Our Year 9 football team competed in the Lancashire Cup against Ripley St Thomas CE Academy 
and won 4-1. 
 
Congratulations to the students who represented school in the league Cross-Country championships. 
All students showed grit and determination in their races. A special mention to Trayden who won 
the Year 7 race. 
 
Pupil Football Tournament Report  
 
On Thursday 8th November, eight of our Year 7 and 8 pupils 
went to Fleetwood Football Club, to play a football 
tournament against other local high schools. There were over 
160 girls from 20 different high schools participating at the 
EFL Girls Cup tournament, which was set in the Pool Foot 
Farm Complex. The tournament demonstrated a very high 
standard of football across group stages and knock-out 
rounds. The cup was won by Hodgson Academy, who beat 
Cardinal Allen in a breath-taking final. Baines came 9th 
overall.  
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On Monday 12th November, at Stanley Park, it was the Blackpool FC tournament.  This was a much 
smaller tournament with only three teams competing: St Mary’s, South Shore and ourselves. For the 
first round, South Shore beat St Mary’s and Baines won against St Marys 3-1. The next game, Baines 
verses South Shore, would decide who was going to take the trophy back to their school. 
Unfortunately, we lost against South Shore 2-1 but we did score the first goal. We may not have 
won the trophy but we are proud at receiving medals for being runners up.  
By Maisie, Danielle, Rhianna, Maddie, Gypsy, Ruby, Ella & Ruby. 
 
Student Successes 
 
We are so pleased that Ashley in Year 7 won his swimming race at the NASCH National Swimming 
Gala at Leamington Spa with the Blackpool Polar Bears. He achieved a gold in his race against 4 
other boys and has brought home a trophy again. Very well done Ashley!  
 
Congratulations to the winning team of the Blackpool District Scouts’ Who Dares Wins team.  Two 
Baines students were on the winning team -  Adam and Giorgio in Year 9. They were dropped off at 
Jubilee Tower in the Trough of Bowland and had to navigate their way to certain checkpoints using 
map work and without being caught by the 'chasers'. They were one of many teams of scouts and 
explorer scouts who were out and about taking part for 6 hours for the event.  A fantastic day with 
fun and challenge! Well done to the winning team.  
 
Harley-Jack performed "The Last Post" in various assemblies at school for the Remembrance 

Assemblies. He also represented the school at Staining Village on Sunday 
11th November at the Jubilee Memorial Garden for Staining Parish Council. 
He played "The Last Post" and "Reveille" at the service which was conducted 
by Reverend Peter Lillicrap along with Councillor Malcolm Hyland. They had 
a special "Lighting The Beacon" ceremony in the evening along with other 
cities, towns and villages all over the country to commemorate the end of the 
First World War. At the ceremony, Harley again played "The Last Post" and 
was chosen by Councillor Malcolm Hyland to light the beacon. He felt very 
honoured to be a part of this day.  

Harley-Jack continues his charitable work this year. He also performed 
music at the Hospice on the 7th November. He played a variety of tunes 
including "Ursa Minor," "Hungarian Dance" and some 1970's pop music 
such as Mrs Robinson and songs by Boney M. The residents enjoyed it as it 
brought back some nice memories for them. This is a lovely contribution that 
Harley has made to improve the daily lives of people who are very ill.  
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Remembrance Services  
 

During our Remembrance Assemblies we remembered the 44 
Fallen from World War 1, that were part of the Baines family 
as either a student or member of staff. We used the 
commonwealth war memorial certificates and our knowledge 
of the fallen to share their stories with the present students of 
Baines. 
 
The assemblies ended on Friday 9th November with a very 
special service, where our students who are either cadets or 
scouts laid 44 crosses, led by Reverend Keighley. Former 

pupils of Baines, governors, the Mayor and Councillor Clempson all attended. It was a very moving 
week. Below is a copy of a poem written by one of Year 7 pupils: 
 
A poppy is a reminder of all those who fell at war. 
They grew upon the forgotten battle fields, 
Literally by the score. 
The sight of all those poppies blowing peacefully in the sway, 
The idea was born to make a poppy the symbol of remembrance day. 
 
A short silence of reflection to remember all the brave departed, 
Because in 1918, November 11, the guns fell silent and armistice day started. 
So on the eleventh hour of the eleventh month of the year, 
Poppies are worn by everyone, and the last bugle you will hear. 
 
By Darcey 
 
Creative Arts Festival 

The Creative Arts Festival is now finished for this year, and we are pleased to announce the following 
'Winners' and 'Rising Stars': 

KS3 Art Winner = Abi (Y9) 
KS3 Art Rising Star = Maddison (Y9) 
KS3 Photography Winner = Lily (Y8) 
KS3 Photography Rising Star = Lily (Y7) 
KS4 Art Winner = Miiko (Y11) 
KS4 Art Rising Star = Aimee (Y10) 
KS3 Music Winner = Sujan (Y7) 
KS3 Music Rising Star = Lewis (Y9) 
KS4 Music WInner = Charlotte (Y10) 
KS4 Music Rising Star = Aimee (Y11) 
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All of the students who took part were simply brilliant and very well prepared ahead of the Art, 
Photography and Music heats. The judges praised the students for their achievements and conduct. 

All work from Winners and Rising Stars will be featured at our Christmas Creative Arts Evening on 
Wednesday 19th December. 

Careers at Baines – ‘Encouraging our young people to reach their full potential’ 
 
A key part of our Careers Programme is ensuring our students have the opportunity to receive 
impartial advice and guidance regarding their next steps. On Wednesday 14th November Year 11 
students attended a mock interview. The students learnt a lot through this practical exercise to 
prepare them for the next stage of their lives -  be it interviewing for college, university or their first 
job or apprenticeship. We were pleased to host representatives from Aldi, the NHS, Apple Tree 
Finance, Victrex, Mitie, Blackpool and the Fylde College, The Federation of Small Businesses, Eric 
Wright Construction, Learning Curve and other local entrepreneurs. Our students made us proud and 
were complimented on their presentation, preparedness, and communication skills and number of 
them were singled out by the interviewers for their maturity and apparent competency. It was a most 
rewarding experience for the young people as they gained practical knowledge and experience 
through being interviewed by professional business men and women and even the most nervous 
enjoyed and benefited from the experience. 
 

Sixth Form  

As part of the wider curriculum in the Sixth Form we have been 
developing some transferable skills, this week we looked at team work 
and the students were set a challenge as part of a team. The challenge 
was to build something from paper, tin foil and a box lid to cushion an 
egg being dropped without it breaking. Both teams worked hard as a 
team to build a protective environment for the egg, developing 
leadership skills, showing initiative and planning skills. Mrs Johnson 
the study co-ordinator was roped in to be the ‘egg dropper’ and even 
with a slight error in aim, both teams were successful in the challenge.  

Over the next few weeks the students will be learning how to write 
an effective CV, looking at what makes a successful interview, and then taking part in a mock 
interview.  
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Operation Christmas Child  

The Sixth Form and Student Council led by Mrs Dawber have 
this year taken part in Operation Christmas Child. This is led 
by the Samaritan’s Purse and supplies Christmas presents to 
children in other countries. The students across all year 
groups have supported the event by bringing in items to pack 
in a form shoebox from pens and pencils, toothbrushes, toys, 
recorders and skipping ropes. The shoeboxes will be provided 
for boys and girls across three age ranges and each will 

include a range of items.  As you can see from the photo we have donated over 30 shoeboxes which 
we are sure will be enjoyed by the children who receive them. Thank you to all the students, parents, 
carers, teachers and Friends of Baines who have helped to create such wonderful shoeboxes for the 
children. 

 
INSET Day 30th November 
Just a reminder that school will be closed on Friday 30th November. The school will re-open as usual 
on Monday 3rd December 2018. 
 
Cashless Catering and ParentPay – GOING LIVE Monday 3rd December 2018 
Last week over 650 students and staff had their biometric thumb measurement recorded. The 
students were fantastic while this process was carried out. We are aware there are some students 
were not on the list and we will ensure these are recorded over the next two weeks. Any student 
without the biometric thumb registration, will be given a pin number to remember in order to pay for 
their food. They will need to remember this pin number.  
 
The ParentPay activation letters were sent out towards the end of last week. By Friday, twenty 
parents/ carers had activated and uploaded funds to their accounts. Everyone will need to have 
uploaded money to their accounts by Monday 3rd December as we are going ‘cashless’ on that day. 
The new tills do not have drawers to hold cash, so students will not be able to pay by cash in the 
refectory from Monday 3rd December.  
We will have 2 weeks until the Christmas break where they will be able to upload some cash during 
break and lunchtime, they will need to go to the finance office to do this. It is expected that from 
January, everyone will be using the cashless system. All letters about this have been sent home and 
emailed, they are also on our school website. 
 
Academic Monitoring 
 
Years 7 and 10 will shortly be receiving their academic monitoring. This is a new style of document 
this year. We responded to parental feedback and added colours so that it is easier to understand. 
Our motto is, ‘Go for Green and Push for Purple’. Both year groups had an assembly about the target 
grades and a booklet has been sent home too. If you have any queries, please contact Mr Mycock at 
school. 
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 Quiz Night – Save the date Friday 25th January 2019 
 
Following on from the success of the 40th Anniversary reunion, we have had much interest in 
developing some social events for adults. We are organising a ‘Quiz Night’ on Friday 25th January 
2019. There will be food and a bar and an evening of fun by taking part in the quiz. This evening is 
open to any adult who is a ‘Friend of Baines School’ be that staff, former student, governor or parent 
/ carer or member of our community. I am sure it will be a lot of fun!  
I will let you know ticket prices in my next update, so please spread the word. 
  
Founders Service 
 
We look forward to celebrating our annual Founder's Service on December 11th between 7pm & 
8pm at St Chad's Church in Poulton. This is a special event in our calendar where we celebrate the 
first term with our new Year 7. Usually the whole year group and their families attend the service, 
joined by some Former Students too. So parents and carers, please put the date in your diary.  
  
Message from the Science Department 

Who do you think has been the 

most influential scientist? 

Help choose the next scientist to appear 

on the new £50 note. 

Alan Turing – Edward Jenner – James Crick 

Rosalind Franklin –– Stephen Hawking – Alfred 

Russel Wallace – Dorothy Hodgkin –  

Alexander Fleming –– Ada Lovelace – 

Mary Anning 

 

 

The Bank of England are inviting us to nominate a British scientist to 

appear on the new £50 note.  There are a few criteria including that they 

must be British and must unfortunately be dead as apparently the only 

living person who can appear on our currency is Her Majesty the 

Queen. 

Come and have a look at the nominations board in science outside B14 

to help you decide who is most deserving and make your nomination.   

Closing date for nominations: 14th December 2018 
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Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online 
purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school 
a small percentage of the money you spend. I am aware that many will start to 
buy Christmas presents so hope you may remember to go through our School 
Angel site to make online purchases. This does not cost you any additional 

money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  We now have over £160.00 
raised for school. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel 
website. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends for online 
purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 
School Job Vacancies 
 
We currently have 3 vacancies for positions at Baines: 
 
Reprographics and Marketing Technician – closing date Friday 23rd November 2018 
 
Catering Assistant - closing date Friday 23rd November 2018 
 
Administrative Assistant – closing date Wednesday 28th November 2018 
 
Full details and application information can be found on our school website at 
http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/vacancies 
 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Tuesday 20th – Thursday 22nd November – Army ASPT Assemblies 
 Tuesday 27th November – Year 11 Class of 2018 GCSE Awards Evening 7pm 
 Friday 23rd November – Year 11 English London Theatre Trip 
 Friday 30th November – School Closed to students  
 Monday 3rd December – Cashless Catering System goes live 
 Tuesday 4th December – Year 8 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm 
 Friday 7th December – Headteacher Coffee Morning 10am-11.30am in the ILC 
 Tuesday 11th December – Year 7 Christmas Founders Service 7pm St Chad’s Church 
 Wednesday 19th December – Creative Arts Evening 7pm 
 Friday 21st December – School closes for Christmas holidays 1pm 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
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Religion, Ethics & Philosophy Trip to London 2018 

The London trip began on Monday the 15th of October at 6 a.m., a time I didn't know existed. I got 
up at 5 a.m., had breakfast, and left at 5:30. The car journey was just like any other, but darker and 
earlier. We ended up being the first ones there, out of students and teachers! Once everyone has 
arrived, the teachers did a headcount and once we were all present, we got on the coach. Boys went 
to the back, by choice, and girls filled in the empty seats.  Everybody was ready to go and the driver 
took notice. We set off on a 6-hour journey and everyone was pumped. As boys were already at the 
back, and being the sensible 13 year olds we were, we started singing the wheels on the bus go 
round and round. 

We made our first pit stop at a small service station. It contained a Greggs, Burger King and a small 
arcade.  Michael and I were the only boys to have a Greggs, I went the extra mile and bought a Pudsey 
headband for charity. Then we joined everyone else in Burger King. By the time we’d finished eating, 
it was time to continue our journey South. The journey was uneventful apart from Jerry's projectile 
vomiting, after which he had to sit at the front under supervision, aww. 

On arrival in London, we had lunch outside St Paul's Cathedral. We went inside for a guided tour in 
two different groups, we saw amazing stained glass window images of Jesus, the stunning dome 
and many other artefacts. We learnt about the different robes worn by the clergy. We also had the 
privilege of climbing the Dome of St Paul's and some went on even higher to the outside! 
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We made our way to the hotel to drop our luggage into our dormitory. 

Sightseeing, we saw Tower Bridge, and as we made our way across it we saw the Elizabeth Tower 
(Big Ben); well some of it, as it is currently covered in scaffolding, undergoing restoration. We drove 
around Parliament Square and Trafalgar Square, several times, seeing Nelson's Column and many 
other monuments and statues dedicated to Britain's historical past including Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We went next to Buckingham Palace and we were able to take lots of pictures. There was a single 
room illuminated and the flag was raised indicating the Queen is in residence (probably watching 
Loose Women).  

Pizza Express was next (as you can see food features very heavily in this report). Our meals had 
been pre-ordered so once we were all pizza-ed out we made our way to the Apollo Theatre to 
watch a performance of Wicked. 
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Wicked was amazing, with lots of singing, dancing, action and comedy. What a show! Highly 
recommended. 
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Back to the hotel for sleep, some chance, all boys together, but we did eventually all get some shut-
eye.  I believe some of the girls were awake even longer. 

Day 2:  Got up at 7:30 a.m., had breakfast, and made our way to the Science Museum, where we 
had a self-guided tour. There were lots of exhibitions, with different scientific importance. There 
was a projector which showed our images as dots on an enormous wall which was very 
impressive.  There was so much to see and learn about.  

 

The Imperial War Museum was next on our itinerary, where we had lunch outside and then made our 
way in. We went into a small room where we had a brief introduction to the Holocaust exhibition and 
then were given virtual tour guide equipment which lead us around every aspect of the exhibition in 
a natural order. There were original exhibits on show such as a can of chemicals which is used at the 
time.  We finished the tour with a feedback session with one of the Guides from the Imperial War 
Museum. We were able to reflect upon what we had seen and the lessons to be learnt moving 
forward.  
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The trip ended, and the journey home was looming, roadworks, traffic jams, seemingly endless 
motorways and a possibility of more projectile vomiting was imminent.  

 Dinner was courtesy of McDonald's and KFC as another service station, more food, lol, I'm lovin’ it. 

We arrived home at 10:30p.m. and could not believe we were being asked to attend school the 
next day, well, in what seemed like a few hours to us!  I was tired the next day but it was well 
worth it. 

 All in all, a fantastic trip, cushty!   

This wonderful and rather irreverent report of the REP London 2018 trip was written by Harry P in 
Year 9.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


