
   

 

Headteacher Update -  1st October 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
It has been a very busy fortnight. This is a really bumper issue; I hope you will find the information 
very useful. Last Monday was our Open Evening. Thank you to everyone who supported us, it was a 
fantastic event where the school looked lovely, the classrooms were vibrant and full of activities led 
by staff and students. We had almost 300 of our students helping out during the evening, with 
activities including: car park duties, guides for families, sporting activities, leading sessions for 
younger students, decorating cupcakes, musical performances, learning about all of our different 
subjects, life at Baines, extra-curricular clubs and even maggot racing in science. We have received 
so many positive messages about the evening so thank you for all of your support. Please do thank 
our students who helped out, they really did show the best of Baines.  
 
The Year 10 girls had a special assembly on Friday just to remind them about the uniform 
expectations. A number of them had forgotten that the blazer is an important part of our uniform. 
We also reminded them about the need to ensure that skirts are no shorter than 10cm above the 
knee (many are rolling them up so they are shorter than this), some are wearing rings, bracelets and 
two sets of earrings (or spacers in ears). Our students look so smart when wearing the uniform 
correctly, it contributes to our high standards and expectations and the older students are role models 
for our younger students. Many visitors comment on how smart our students look, so please support 
us in reinforcing the high expectations we have in uniform standards.  
 
Every parent should now have received their log-ins to Class Charts. This system is so easy to track 
the attendance, homework, positive rewards and any sanctions for your child. Our records show that 
just over half of the parents and carers have logged in to check this. I hope to encourage you to log 
in and regularly check, it is a really user-friendly way to see how your child is doing on a day to day 
basis. I know it is also very motivating for the students to see how their reward points are building 
up, there are far more reward points being awarded than our previous system.  
 
We have now finalised our enrichment programme. It is too big to add to this update so we are 
emailing it out separately. I am sure you will agree it is a fantastic offer of clubs, revision and learning 
sessions for the students. If your child is in year 7, 8 or 9 and has signed up to the Children’s 
University, they can get their passport signed after every club they attend (unfortunately not for 
fixtures or performances). By the end of May, if they have attended 30 sessions, they will graduate 
with an award from the Children’s University. This is the equivalent of taking part in one extra-
curricular club per week. Please encourage your child to join in any of the enrichment clubs. 
 
Attendance 
As a school we are having a major focus on attendance this year. I have a motto that I am sharing 
with the students: “If you are not in lessons, you are not learning”. Mr McGrath will be leading 
assemblies to explain the importance of strong attendance. Please see the detailed information about 
attendance later in this update. 
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Star of the Week Awards  

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 
 
 
Jeans for Genes Day 
 

It was lovely to see many of our students supporting the Jeans for Genes Day on Friday 21st 
September. Our Head Girls and Boys discussed the charity in assemblies last week and a number of 
students and staff wore their jeans to school. In total the school raised £321 for the charity which 
helps support children with genetic disorders. 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition 
 

On 14th September, a group of 9 Year 11 students completed 
their Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition. On the first day the 
students were dropped off at Beck Head in Cumbria and had 
to make their way 
back to the 
campsite at Great 

Tower. Over the next two days they completed a 7-hour 
circular walk each day, gathering information for their 
presentation along the way. The same weekend 13 
students completed their Silver practice in the same area 
of the Lake District. Well done to all the students for 
navigating some difficult routes, and congratulations to the 9 students who have now completed 
their Silver Award.  
 
Sporting Success 
 

It has been a busy fortnight for our sporting teams with a range of practises and fixtures.  
 
Our netball teams enjoyed success last week, playing in several matches against Garstang High 
School. Our Y10 team won 21 - 9, and our Year 11 team won 10 – 4. Our Y8 A Team won 10 – 2, 
with the B Team drawing 7 – 7. Well done to all the girls! 
 
Our Year 7 football team beat South Shore 4-1 
 

Lola 
Year 8 

 

 

Millie 
Year 8 

Lye 
Year 8 Kaitlyn 

Year 8 

Jordanna 
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Our Year 8 rugby team have played three games and won all three games so far, and our Year 9 
rugby team has played three games, won two and lost one. 
 
Ice Skating 
 

Congratulations to Sienna in Year 9 who has passed both her Level 2 Elements 

and her Level 2 Free ice skating tests. She is now excited to be performing in 

Mary Poppins on Ice at Blackpool Pleasure Beach Arena over Christmas. 
 
 
The Gazette Education Awards 
 

Hopefully most of you remember that last year we were very proud that Baines had four finalists in 
the Education Awards, including Adam who won the category for Creative Arts Student of the 
Year. The categories for the 2018 awards have now been released: 
Primary School of the Year 
Secondary School of the Year 
Primary Pupil of the Year 
Secondary Pupil of the Year 
Inspirational Teaching Award 
Creative Arts & Digital Industries Award 
Young Scientist / Engineer Award 
Sports Achievement Award 
Career Aspiration Award 
Fitness & Wellbeing Award 
School Trips Award 
Unsung Hero Award 

The closing date for nominations is Friday 19th October. You can nominate by post, email or online. 
Further details can be found at the attached link. 
https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/educationawards/ It would be fantastic to have some finalists 
again this year! 

Attendance 
 

The school is making attendance a school priority. Research shows that pupils who have good 
attendance achieve better than pupils that have poor attendance.  Good attendance means your 
son/daughter is more likely to achieve well and maximise the learning that takes place in school.   
 
Being absent from school should be a last resort and being in school must be the expectation. We 
are asking you as parents to only keep your child off school if it is a genuine medical illness that 
prevents your child from working in the school for the six hours expected. We ask that for minor 
ailments your child is sent into school in order to maximise their learning. 

https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/educationawards/
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The government classify any child who has 90% attendance or below as Persistently Absent. This 
approximately equates to 3 ½  days off per half term which does sound much. However, if your child 
has 90% attendance for five years it means they have missed half a school year over the five years. 

We would like all our pupils to have at least 96% attendance this year, but 100% is still the 
expectation. During the next few weeks during form time and assemblies, efforts will be made to 
make sure that all pupils understand the importance of good attendance on their GCSE outcomes, 
earning potential, job prospects and career opportunities for the future.  

 
 

 
I was pleased to launch our partnership with the BecomingX charity in assemblies last week. Year 7 
and Year 9 will have their launch during the week beginning 8th October. The aims of the charity 
totally align with the school aims for every student to achieve their full potential. The charity will be 
working with us by providing educational resources, motivational videos from famous people who 
have achieved well and overcome barriers in order to be successful, developing a special room to 
support raised aspirations, charity work and expeditions. The first part of our work is for every 
member of our community to commit to a challenge to achieve something this academic year they 
have never done before. The aim of this is to unlock that feeling that if you try hard and are 
determined, you can achieve things you never dreamt you could. This will help develop resilience so 
students do not give up easily. 
 
Staff, Governors and students have started to think about what their challenge commitment will be 
this year. We will display these and celebrate success as we achieve them. Although injured at the 
moment, I have committed to complete a marathon this academic year and yes it will be the toughest 
thing I will have ever done in my life. If I can do this, it will show our students that they can achieve 
anything if they really want to. 
 
So please have a conversation with your child to help decide what their challenge commitment will 
be. You may set your own in order to join in the Baines BecomingX Commitment Challenge! 
 
We are extremely pleased that Paul Gurney who is the founder of BecomingX will be visiting the 
school during the week beginning 8th October to lead sessions and workshops with our students.  
 
MacMillan Coffee Morning 

What fantastic events the coffee morning and cake sales were. Thank 
you to everyone who contributed by providing cakes, attending our 
coffee morning or buying the cakes. We raised a total of £390.98. 
There were so many wonderful cakes that were entered in to the 
Baines Bake Off. The student winner was Lucy in Year 10, and Mrs 
Davies in the English department won the staff bake off. Our sixth 
formers and Year 11 Head and Deputy Head Boys and Girls were 
fantastic hosts. We had a very positive visit from the Blackpool 
Gazette and a lovely article on their website.  

 



Mrs. A Chapman  Headteacher Update   1st October 2018 

Meet The Tutor Event Y7 and Y11 Monday 8th October 5.00pm – 7.00pm 
 

We are holding a Meet the Tutor evening so that parents and carers have the opportunity to discuss 
how your child is settling in and any specific support they need. Mr Mycock will be leading some 
sessions to help parents and carers understand our new target setting and academic monitoring 
system. We have moved to a national target system and our monitoring system will be colour coded 
so that it is easier for you to understand how your child’s learning is progressing.  
You will receive a letter about this and the appointment booking system. 
Talks will be at the following times: 
Year 7 at 5.00pm and again at 6.00pm 
Year 11 at 5.30pm and again at 6.30pm 
 
We are hoping that Paul Gurney from the BecomingX charity will be there as well to give you a brief 
overview of the charity and how we will be working together this year to raise aspirations across the 
school. 
 
Anxiety Workshop for Year 11 Parents/Carers 

On the 8th November 2018 at 4pm-6pm we will be hosting an Anxiety Workshop for Parents and 
Carers delivered by a CAMHS practitioner in our ILC. The aim of the workshop is to help parents and 
carers of Year 11 students to identify anxiety in their children and strategies which can be used to 
help alleviate anxiety. There are 30 places and a letter will follow shortly, if you would to attend please 
send in the reply slip. As places are limited, they will be allocated on a first come basis. 

Bugsy Malone Auditions 
 
Auditions for our musical Bugsy Malone will take place on Tuesday 9th October for years Y7/8/9, and 
Thursday 11th October for Y10 & Y11 (both auditions will run from 3pm - 4:30pm in the school hall). 
Students do not need to prepare anything for the auditions - just bring water and your best jazz 
hands! It should also be noted that whoever turns up to the auditions will be guaranteed a part in the 
show. We are running auditions to see who is best suited for individual roles, but everyone who turns 
up will have their moment on stage in the spotlight! The cast will be announced at lunchtime on 
Monday 15th October, with our first rehearsal taking place on Tuesday 16th October from 3pm until 
4:30pm. Musical rehearsals will then run every Tuesday from 3pm - 4:30pm. Students will be issued 
a letter at the cast reveal, outlining important dates and other vital information. If you require any 
more information, please see Mr Shillitoe. 

 
   Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online 

purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a 
small percentage of the money you spend. I am aware that many will start to buy 

Christmas presents so hope you may remember to go through our School Angel site to make online 
purchases. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 
contribution to our school.  We now have over £125.00 raised for school. Please continue to support 
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us by sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases. 
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Tuesday 2nd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 
 Wednesday 3rd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 
 Monday 8th October – Meet the Tutor Event for Y7 and Y11 5pm-7pm 
 Saturday 13th October – Celebration event marking 40 years since girls joined Baines 
 Monday 15th October – Year 9 Religious Education & Philosophy Trip to London 
 Wednesday 17th October – Post-16 Careers Conference 
 Thursday 18th October – Year 13 Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 
 Friday 19th October – School closes for half term at 2.50pm 

 

Nil Sine Labore 

 
 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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