
   

 

Headteacher Update -  15th October 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
I cannot believe how quickly this first half term has flown by. What a fantastic start we have had to 
the year with so many successes already. I hope you and the students will reflect on the excellent 
start to their learning journey of 2018/19. 
I would like to remind parents and carers that if they need to drive into the school site, to do so at a 
speed below 5mph. Please also remember not to drive in or out of the school site between 8.30am 
and 8.50am or again between 2.40pm and 3.00pm.  
As the wintery weather, dark mornings and nights close in, please encourage your child to wear a 
coat, to keep them warm and dry. Please also encourage them to have something reflective so that 
they can easily be seen in the dark. 
You should have all received a permission request regarding the collection of the biometric thumb 
measurement for all students so that we can make the preparations for moving to the cashless 
catering system in December. Thank you to all those who have returned the slip. I need to ask anyone 
who has not yet returned the slip to do so but make sure you tick the yes section (if you give 
permission). Many people have returned the form but not actually said if they give permission or not, 
so we are having to phone lots of people to ask this question. 
 
We will also be sending out information about Parent Pay soon, so please look out for that so we can 
get our systems all in place ready for the launch.  
 
Star of the Week Awards  
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Remembrance Service 
 
To commemorate a hundred years since the end of the First World War, we will be holding some 
very special Remembrance Assemblies this year. As usual, we will have assemblies on Monday to 
Friday during the week 5th to the 9th November. On Friday 9th November, we will be holding a special 
service to remember the Baines students who were lost in the war. To remember those, we would 
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be very honoured if our students who are cadets in any of the forces would wear their uniform to 
school on that day.  
 
Year 7 Re-start a Heart Day – Thursday 18th October 2018 
 
You may remember that last year on Re-start a Heart Day, we had the whole school trained in the 
basic CPR techniques so that all staff and students had at least a basic understanding of how to keep 
someone alive should they stop breathing or their heart stop beating. This year our Year 7 will be 
trained in those techniques too. 
 
Blackpool Gazette Education Awards 
 
A final reminder that this Friday is the deadline for nominations for the Gazette Education Awards. 
The categories for the 2018 awards are: 

Primary School of the Year 
Secondary School of the Year 
Primary Pupil of the Year 
Secondary Pupil of the Year 
Inspirational Teaching Award 
Creative Arts & Digital Industries Award 
Young Scientist / Engineer Award 
Sports Achievement Award 
Career Aspiration Award 
Fitness & Wellbeing Award 
School Trips Award 
Unsung Hero Award 

The closing date for nominations is Friday 19th October. You can nominate by post, email or online. 
Further details can be found at the attached link. 
https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/educationawards/ It would be fantastic to have some finalists 
again this year! 

Former Pupil Success – Blackpool Sixth Form Awards 2018  
 
We are really pleased that some of our former students have continued to be successful after leaving 
Baines School. The following were all awarded prizes at the Blackpool Sixth Form Awards last term: 

 Abbie Kazamias – BTEC Art and A Level Art Award 
 Ben Bloxham – A Level Photography and Graphics Award 
 Gabrielle Jones – BTEC Sport Award 
 Adri Key Otero – BTEC Performing Arts and Musical Theatre Award 
 Amber Brookes – Dancer of the Year Award 
 Daisy Balshaw – A Level Law Award 
 Alex Manders – A Level Computing and A Level IT Award 

https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/educationawards/
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 Ellie Fitzmaurice – Diploma in Financial Studies Award 
 Lucy Eyres – 100% Attendance Award 
 Gabrielle Jones – Prize for Outstanding Achievement in the BTEC Programme 
 Ethan Lees – Special Award for the Most Outstanding Student in Memory of Joyce and Alan 

Edgar Birtwhistle 
 Lana McIvor – A Level English Language Highly Commended  
 Emilee Pawson – A Level Modern Foreign Languages Highly Commended 
 Lucy Eyres – A Level Geography Highly Commended 
 Robyn Moss – A Level Law Highly Commended 
 Daisy Balshaw – A Level Religion, Ethics and Philosophy Highly Commended 
 Zoe Zampini – A Level Film Studies and A Level Media Studies Highly Commended 
 Lana McIvor – A Level Psychology Highly Commended 

 
With the following former Baines pupils gaining places at a range of Universities: 

 Ethan Lees – achieved a place at Cambridge University to study archaeology  
 Lana McIvor– achieved a place at the University of Surrey to study English Literature and 

Creative Writing 
 Kitty Harris – will be commencing a Musical Theatre course at UCLan 
 Adri Key Otero – has gained a place at Lancaster University to study Drama, Theatre and 

Performance 
 Niamh Pinkney – has secured a place studying dentistry at the University of Liverpool 
 Ben Bloxham – will be studying graphic design at Huddersfield University 

 
Sporting Success 
 
Our rugby team enjoyed success last week, playing against Lytham and winning 20-5. They also 
beat Carr Hill 25-10, and played against Garstang who beat us 10-0. This is the only game the team 
have lost so far this season, and Mr Flynn is really pleased with the boys’ commitment and effort so 
far. 
 
Year 8 Netball results – our team had 2 great wins this week, beating Fleetwood High 13-0 and 
Millfield 8-7.  
 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award Expedition 

Congratulations to Natasha, Sam, Joe and Beth for 
completing their Gold Expedition. The group demonstrated 
excellent team spirit encouraging each other throughout the 
four days. They walked 104 kilometres and on the third day 
climbed to 800 metres, where the cloud was descending 
and the wind very challenging. After an exhausting day, at 
night the rain was torrential and the boys’ tent blew off in 
the middle of the night! Despite waking up to ice inside the 
tent and feeling exhausted by the end, they all said it had 
been a great experience with lots of laughs along the way. 

Well done to the group for a great achievement 
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Pupil Success 
 
Livs in Year 8 has recently achieved an inspirational LAMDA Musical Theatre 
result. She passed Grade 7 gaining an impressive 98/100 marks. We are very 
proud of her achievement. She has also just had her hair cut for The Little 
Princess Trust charity donating 9” of hair and raising over £300 for a very 
worthwhile cause. 
 
 
 
 

Scottish Motocross National Championship 
 
One of students, Ricky in Year 7, competed in the final of the 
Motocross Small Wheels National Championship at Elgin. He 
rode fantastically in four races over the weekend and achieved 
an amazing 2nd place overall. Very well done Ricky!  
 
 
 

 
Irish Dancing Championships 
Katie has been Irish dancing for 3 years, she travels to Preston twice a week to her 
classes and also practises 2 hours a day at home. Her dream is to be in Lord of the 
Dance when she is older. Katie competed at the All Scotland’s Irish Dance 
Championships against girls from all over the world at the prestigious Royal concert 
hall in Glasgow.  
 
Creative Arts Festival 
 
We are excited to announce our inaugural Creative Arts Festival.  This is a 2-day event (Monday 12th 
and Tuesday 13th November) where students can compete in KS3 (Y7/8/9) or KS4 (Y10/11) heats in 
Art, Music and Photography. We have arranged for external judges to come into school to lead and 
judge the heats. 'Winners' and 'Rising Stars' will be selected for each heat. Entry forms are now 
available for collection - Art entry forms from Mrs Angell and Mrs Giles, Music entry forms from Mr 
Shillitoe and Mrs James, and Photography entry forms from Mr Cropper, Mrs Angell and Mrs Giles.  
Entry forms provide additional details about entry rules and expectations. For more information, 
please ask your child’s Creative Arts teachers.   
 
Bugsy Malone Auditions 
 
Auditions have now finished for Bugsy Malone and we are pleased to announce that we have a 
strong cast of up to 60 students ready to commence rehearsals.  For those involved in the show, 
please remember to check the 'Bugsy Malone' class on ClassCharts for rehearsal information and any 
other announcements. We will soon be contacting students who wish to help out with stage 
management, costuming etc. 



Mrs. A Chapman  Headteacher Update   15th October 2018 

Book Drop!  
 
We have purchased some exciting new books for the ILC library. Some were 
requested by the students, there is already a waiting list for the new Jacqueline 
Wilson “My Mum Tracey Beaker”. Some are this year’s award winning Young 
Adult novels. We have also updated some of our most popular books with a 
fresh set of the Harry Potter books. Literacy is so important at Baines and 
hopefully these exciting new titles will appeal to all different readers. 
 
Book Buzz  
 
We have also invested in a fantastic scheme run by the charity The Book Trust 
for all Year 7. “Book Buzz” provide us with 12 different books from a range of 
genres and ability levels. The students have the opportunity to look at these books, watch some 
trailers and pick their favourite book. They will then get to keep the book as a gift from school. We 
will update you with pictures when the books are delivered!  
 
Anxiety Workshop for Year 11 Parents/Carers 

On the 8th November 2018 at 4pm-6pm we will be hosting an Anxiety Workshop for Parents and 
Carers delivered by a CAMHS practitioner in our ILC. The aim of the workshop is to help parents and 
carers of Year 11 students to identify anxiety in their children and strategies which can be used to 
help alleviate anxiety. There are 30 places, if you would to attend please send in the reply slip. As 
places are limited, they will be allocated on a first come basis. 

Careers Evening  
 
We are excited to invite our year 11 and 13 students, with their parents and carers, to our first Post-
16 Evening in the Baines School Hall on Wednesday 17th October from 5pm-7pm. During this 
evening we are looking to showcase the alternative Post-16 provision that students have access to.    
  
We are pleased that currently, Nat West Bank, Blackpool Sixth Form College, Myerscough College, 
Ask Apprenticeships, The NHS, Leeds University, LM Consultancy, Uclan, Eric Wright Construction, 
Lancaster University and Blackpool and Fylde College are amongst those who have confirmed that 
they will be attending to showcase their provision.   
 
The Senior Leadership Team and Mrs Wright will be present on the evening to support you and your 
children. 

  
 

 
Last week Paul Gurney who is the CEO of the charity BecomingX came to school for three days. He 
delivered assemblies and smaller workshops to over 500 students in total. He is working with some 
famous and successful people from across the world with the aim being to inspire our students to 
achieve their very best. This week we will be encouraging all students to finalise what their challenge 
will be for the year. The idea is that this will unlock potential and the belief that they can achieve 
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anything with hard work and determination. I will share some of those pledges and celebrate the 
successes as we achieve them. This is a whole school drive and staff and governors, as well as 
students, will be participating. 
 
40th Anniversary to Celebrate the School Becoming Co-educational 
 
On Saturday, I was thrilled to welcome over sixty former pupils and staff from the era 1978-1985. In 
September 1978, Baines became a comprehensive school where both girls and boys were admitted. 
On Saturday, many from that first cohort and staff joined us for a fantastic evening organised by Tony 
Poxon, Muriel Ryding, Liz Manion and Zoe Griffin. Our Head and Deputy Head Girls and Boys treated 
them to a tour of the school and they all shared stories about what our school was like and how it is 
different now. It was fantastic to see the strong friendship bonds that were created 40 years ago and 
to listen to their happy memories of Baines School. Hopefully there will be an article in the Blackpool 
Gazette over the next few weeks. 
 

   Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online 
purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a 
small percentage of the money you spend. I am aware that many will start to buy 

Christmas presents so hope you may remember to go through our School Angel site to make online 
purchases. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 
contribution to our school.  Thank you for all your support, we now have over £140.00 towards some 
new iPads for school. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends for 
online purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

Forthcoming Events: 
 Monday 15th October – Year 9 Religious Education & Philosophy Trip to London 
 Wednesday 17th October – Post-16 Careers Conference 
 Thursday 18th October – Re-start A Heart Day for Year 7 
 Thursday 18th October – Year 13 Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 
 Friday 19th October – School closes for half term at 2.50pm 
 Monday 29th October – School re-opens after half term. 
 Thursday 8th November – Anxiety Workshops for Y11 Parents/Carers 4pm-6pm in ILC 
 Friday 9th November – Special Remembrance Service 
 Monday 12th - Wednesday 14th November – Creative Arts Festival 

It is half term next week, please encourage your children to complete their homework so that their 
brain does not forget key learning from this half term. Please encourage them to keep themselves 
safe and I look forward to welcoming them all back again on Monday 29th October. 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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