
   

 

Headteacher Update -  3rd September 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Welcome to 2018/19, we are at the start of a new academic year and already there are many exciting 
plans in place for further development to enhance the student experience. I hope you had a wonderful 
summer break and today I really enjoyed welcoming all of our students back to school. The first day 
of term is always special as our new Year 7 pupils arrive, very excited about starting their time at 
secondary school. All of our students looked smart and wearing their uniform with pride.  
 
Hopefully you will have read the updates about the A Level and GCSE examination results (there is 
an update on our website). We are pleased to report that there has been a rise in all headline 
measures this year and there have been some phenomenal individual successes at all levels. 
 
I particularly like the start of term as I spend the morning leading assemblies, and by the end of the 
first week I will have spoken to all the students in the school. Our theme continues to encourage our 
students to ‘Be the Best They Can Be’ and I have used the song from The Greatest Showman to 
hopefully inspire them to “Come Alive, go and light your light, let it burn so bright, reaching up to the 
sky.” Later this term we will be launching our partnership with the charity BecomingX and the 
principles underpinning their work is to challenge yourself to achieve more than ever before and 
realise your dreams. I hope you will work with us to ensure that our students really try their hardest 
to achieve their very best and to embody our motto Nil Sine Labore (Nothing Without Effort). 
 
I know some of you were concerned about the number of supply staff in school, especially towards 
the end of the year. I am pleased to inform you that we are fully staffed this September with 
contracted staff. We welcome a number of new staff to Baines this September and we also have a 
few staff who have changed roles. I am sure you and the students will give them a warm welcome 
to our school. 
 
New Staff 18/19 
Mrs C Doherty    Deputy Headteacher & Science teacher    
Ms Flegg     Science teacher 
Miss Gibson     English teacher       
Ms Gilbertson    Science teacher 
Ms James     Music teacher     
Mrs Moore     English teacher     
Mr Smith     Maths teacher   
Ms Twentyman    Pastoral Support Officer  
Ms Wylde     Science teacher 
 
We are also pleased to welcome Mr John Cawkwell to Baines to teach our A Level 
Chemistry group. 
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Some familiar faces with slightly different roles: 
 
Mrs Tilley    Head of Science 
Mrs Wild     Head of REP – Religion, Ethics, Philosophy & Life Skills 
Mrs Streetly    Leader of Literacy and English teacher 
Mr Flynn    Progress Leader for Year 11 
Dr Metcalfe     Progress Leader for Founders House and Maths teacher 
Mrs Banks    Isolation Manager and Pastoral Support Officer 
Miss Lister    Librarian and Drama support 
Mrs Collins     Learning Support, English specialism 

We have also made some slight adjustments to roles in school. Heads of House / Year are 
now called Progress Leaders. Form Tutors are now called Progress Tutors. This gives a clear 
message to students that those staff are concerned and committed to their learning and 
progress as well as supporting their pastoral and well-being needs. 

 

Student Success 

There are still some successes from the last academic year to share with you.  

Alex Year 11 
Congratulations to Alex on being awarded School Physicist of the 
Year award 2018 at Lancaster University. He will be supported by 
the Ogden Trust should he continue to study Physics at University 
later in his career. This is a fantastic achievement. 
 

 

 
Year 7 Maths Challenge (last year’s Year 7 students) 

 
At the end of term last year four Year 7 
students took part in the Blackpool Inter-
School Maths Challenge.  
 

Zoe, James, Ben and Joe were a dynamic 
team where they had to work together to 
solve challenging problems. This is the first 
time for a number of years that Baines took 
part and they came 3rd which is an excellent 
achievement, only being beaten by two 
schools from Lytham. 
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Our pupils were commended, particularly for their performance in the most challenging round. I am 
sure this success can inspire some of our new Year 7 students to demonstrate their skills in a range 
of opportunities to represent Baines School. 
 
 
Year 11 Prom – Imperial Hotel 
 

 
 
Thursday 12th July was the evening of the much awaited Year 11 Prom. As you can see from the 
photograph, it was such a special night. Thank you to the students and to Mrs Wright who organised 
the event, as well as to The Imperial Hotel for being a fabulous venue. Thank you as well to the 
parents and carers who supported the students with special outfits and transport to the prom. It was 
definitely an amazing celebration of them graduating from Baines School. 
 
Sporting Fun Day 
 

The annual Sporting Fun Day took place on the 17th July 2018. 
Teams from each year, within each of the four Houses, competed 
against each other in the four sports of Netball, Dodgeball, 
Football and Rounders. 
 
The competition between the 
Houses was intense but after a 
full day of competition the 

winners were as follows; 
 

Year 7- Stafford 
Year 8- Stafford 
Year 9- Whittington 
Year 10 Stafford  
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Overall Winners- Stafford 
 
Mr Patel (Head of Stafford House) was over the moon! 
 
Nepal 2018 

On the 17th of July a group of 18 students and 5 staff from Baines School and St Mary’s School 
embarked on the trip of a lifetime to Kathmandu, Nepal. In the 10 days that followed, the students 
found themselves immersed in a cultural and 
personal experience like no other. Teaching Nepalese 
students to speak English in the local school, visiting 
local shrines, riding elephants in the jungle, crossing 
paths with a sloth bear on a jungle safari, dodging 
crocodiles whilst canoeing down the local river and 
bartering in the tiny stalls that lined the streets of 
Kathmandu were just some of the activities students 
enjoyed on their whirlwind tour of the Himalayan 
foothills! 

The whole trip was a huge success for all involved, and this was down to the meticulous planning 
and constant efforts from Mr Mannino, Mr Raeburn and the rest of 
the team – a special thanks to Hum, our enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable local guide, who helped the trip smoothly from the 
moment we arrived to the moment we returned home! 

 

 

Summer Camp 2018 – Baines School 

Another fantastic 2 weeks of the Baines summer sports camp took place at Baines during the first 
two weeks of the summer holidays. The camp was run by the PE staff and over 60 pupils each week 
enjoyed the opportunity to come and enjoy all kinds of different sports from the daily dodge ball, 
tennis, badminton, baseball, trampolining and much more. Many new September 2018 Y7’s got a 
really good insight into the culture and ethos at Baines as they attended the camp in high numbers 
and this will be hugely positive towards ensuring a smooth transition from primary to secondary 
school.  

Summer Camp Stars of the week included -  

Sam – Y6 

Jessica –Y8 
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Lydia – Y8 

Thomas – Y6 

Elliott – Y7 

 
 
The Children’s University     
   
At the end of last term we launched the introduction of the Children’s University. This is a national 
scheme which recognises learning out of lesson times for years 7, 8 and 9. Most of our school  
extra-curricular clubs will be eligible, as are many organisations outside school such as scouts, cadets, 
swimming lessons and martial arts. There are also several places that are members such as Blackpool 
Zoo, museums, libraries and Sea Life Centre, for example.   
 
Every time a student attends an eligible club, they get their passport signed or stamped. If they have 
30 stamps by the May 2019 deadline they will be able to attend the graduation event we will hold in 
school.  
We have lots of extra-curricular clubs in school, usually around 60 clubs offered per fortnight. If your 
child would like to join letters are available at the School Office. The completed slip needs to be 
handed in along with £1 for the passport (school pays a membership fee to be part of the scheme). 
We want to encourage as many KS3 students to join this scheme and encourage them to participate 
in learning outside of lessons. Research shows that those students who take part in learning outside 
of lessons tend to achieve well in life. Please ask pupils to see either Mr Vernon (in the PE department) 
or Mrs Chapman if they would like to take part. 
 
New Extra-Curricular Club – Mandarin and Chinese Culture Lessons 
 
We are thrilled to be working in partnership with Anchorsholme Academy’s Centre for Chinese 
Culture this year. Mandarin is the most spoken language in the world with approximately a billion 
people speaking the language. We are extremely fortunate to be able to offer a weekly after school 
club where two staff from the Anchorsholme Confucius classroom will visit Baines and run Mandarin 
and Chinese culture lessons. There is no cost to the students and we hope that at the end of the year 
they will feel confident to share some of their learning, or longer term they may decide they want to 
take some Mandarin qualifications. All year groups are welcome and the first session starts on 
Monday 10th September at 3.00pm in the language department. 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you 
spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution 
to our school.  We now have over £80.00 raised for school. Please continue to support us by sharing 
the link with family and friends for online purchases. 
 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Wednesday 12th September – Year 8 & 9 Girls’ HPV Vaccinations 
 Thursday 13th September –  Year 11 Geography Field Trip to the River Wyre 
 Friday 14th September – Year 11 Geography Field Trip to the River Wyre  
 Tuesday 18th September – Year 13 Geography Field Trip to Ainsdale Sand Dunes 
 Wednesday 19th September - Year 13 Geography Field Trip to Ainsdale Sand Dunes 
 Friday 21st September – Jeans for Genes Day 
 Monday 24th September – Prospective Year 7 Open Evening 6.30pm – 9.00pm 
 Thursday 27th September - Year 8 & 9 Girls’ HPV Vaccinations 
 Friday 28th September – Years 7 & 10 School Photographs 
 Tuesday 2nd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 
 Wednesday 3rd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 
 Monday 15th October – Year 9 RE Trip to London 
 Wednesday 17th October – Post-16 Careers Conference 
 Thursday 18th October – Year 13 Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 

We have many fantastic things planned for this academic year and strive to continue to raise 
standards across the school. Thank you for the positive way parents and carers received the new 
plans for mobile phone use and tightening up on behaviour that negatively affects learning. We need 
your continued support in maintaining these high expectations so that every child has the opportunity 
to thrive, develop and achieve their full potential. 

Please continue to send through information about successes, it is fantastic to be able to celebrate 
and share them. 

Nil Sine Labore 

 
 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 
 
 


