
   

 

Headteacher Update -  17th September 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
The first two weeks of term have gone very quickly. As well as our Year 7 settling in to the school, 
well done to Year 10 for starting their GCSE courses with such commitment to their learning. What 
a busy week it was last week with clubs starting, over 10 students attending the first Mandarin 
lesson, the first sporting fixtures, the Silver Duke of Edinburgh expedition and geography field trips. 
I showed some new students around school and dropped in to over 20 lessons last week and was 
really impressed with the focus, concentration and engagement in learning. 
 
There are a number of students who are still wearing rings, bracelets and two sets of earrings (or 
spacers in ears). Our students look so smart when wearing the uniform, and many visitors comment 
on this, so please support us in reinforcing the high expectations we have in uniform standards. 
 
You are aware of the many reasons we have introduced a new mobile phone policy, one of the main 
reasons being the negative interactions students may have on social media. I urge parents and carers 
to be vigilant to the use of social media outside of school so that any falling out and upset can be 
minimised. Some of these issues are being brought in to school and distracting students from their 
learning. We will still continue to teach the students about e-safety but I hope you will also reinforce 
these standards. 
 
The vast majority of our students are fantastic and will never receive a detention during their time at 
Baines School. I would just like to clarify that if a student has a detention, it is their responsibility to 
make sure they attend. To help them remember, they have their planner to write it in and it is also 
recorded on Class Charts so you as a parent will know. We have a number of detentions and they 
get progressively more serious. Lunchtime detentions tend to be for lateness or low level 
infringements of the behaviour policy. There are 30 minute after-school detentions, 60 minute after-
school detentions and the most serious detention is a 2-hour SLT (Senior Leadership Team) detention 
on a Friday after school. This is meant as a deterrent as we do not want students to be in detention 
on a Friday night. If a student fails to attend a detention, then it is automatically up-scaled to the next 
level of detention. So please encourage your child (should they be placed in detention) to take 
responsibility for their actions and get to the detention the first time. I do not want anyone in the SLT 
after school detention on a Friday night and certainly not for missing a less serious detention.  
 
We are just finalising our enrichment programme and I am sure it will offer a fantastic range of clubs 
and revision sessions. It is our policy that every teacher offers a club over the fortnight. Please 
encourage your child to try some new activities and join in, we have clubs most nights apart from 
Wednesdays as this is our staff training night. Please remember that students in Years 7, 8 and 9 
can register for the Children’s University so that attendance at clubs (in and out of school) can be 
recognised with a national award. 
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Star of the Week Awards  

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 
 
 
Student Successes 

 
Makenzie Year 8  

Makenzie in Year 8 applied to join the police cadets back in June. His 
application was successful and he was invited to attend an interview in front 
of a board of officers and other police professionals. It was all very daunting 
for Makenzie but he really held his own and answered all the questions 
excellently. On 17th August, Makenzie received the news that he had been 
successful. He is now representing the Lancashire Constabulary as a Police 
Cadet. He’ll be learning all about what being part of the police force is like, 
as well as attending teambuilding events. This is a fantastic achievement, as 
out of 72 applicants, only 12 made it through! We are extremely proud of 
Makenzie, well done. 
 

 
 
Jordanna – Year 11 
 
Jordanna of the Musuko Karate Academy recently attended the 
England Selection Trials at Barnsley University. Fantastically 
she has been selected for the U21 – Kata – England Squad A. 
This has been a long-term dream for Jordanna, and is testament 
to how dedication and hard work reaps great results. Well done 
Jordanna! 
 
 
Former Pupil Success 
 
We are really pleased to inform you that Ethan Lees who is a former pupil has achieved three A* 
grades at A Level in Business Studies, History and Classical Civilisation and has gained a place to 
read Archaeology at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge University. Ethan is hoping to embark on a 
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career in archaeology and maybe to specialise in China or Egypt. In my next newsletter I hope to be 
able to share some more of the Baines Former Pupil successes as we hear about them. 
 
 
Year 7 Students 

The Year 7 students continue to impress us at Baines and are settling in really well. We have now 
received all of the students' KS2 results and will be changing some timetables based on this data. 
The students were issued new timetables last week that will start today. Parents should have 
received an email about this last week, but we now understand that the email has not reached all 
parents, so I must apologise for the technical error and we will check the database to make sure that 
this does not happen again. By changing groups, we ensure that we can best support all of our 
learners across a range of subjects. These groups are not fixed for the rest of the year, but teachers 
will request moves at fixed points in the year based on the progress of the children over time. It is 
important to note that we have a very able group of young people in Year 7 and a teaching group 
name is not an indication of a child's ability nationally, nor does it provide a ceiling of attainment. 

 

GCSEpod  

 

After a fantastic launch of GCSEpod last year, over 25,000 pods have been accessed by our students, 
with our most successful students at GCSE last year being in the group of "Super Users". This really 
shows that this fantastic resource genuinely works! Mr Mycock re-launched GCSEpod with our Year 
10 students in their assembly on Tuesday and at the time of writing this newsletter, 60% of the year 
group had activated their accounts. All current Year 10 and 11 students have full access to this 
amazing resource and it is being increasingly used for revision, homework and learning activities by 
our teachers. Please talk to your child about whether they have accessed their account and encourage 
them to get podding!   

 

DEAR and Word of the Week 

As a school we want to encourage high levels of literacy skills and a love of reading. Strong literacy 
skills definitely impact positively on success in examinations. Drop everything And Read (shortened 
to DEAR) and Word of the Week are beginning again on Monday 17th September.  All of Year 7 and 
8 must have a reading book with them at all times so they are ready to Drop Everything And Read! 
At Baines every week (on a rota) DEAR will happen in a lesson, where 20 minutes of the lesson will 
be spent reading. Additionally, when you are signing your child's planner please discuss the word of 
the week with them.  You will find it in the top box of the planner on the right hand page.  If students 
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use the word of the week appropriately, and in the correct context, then they will gain positive points 
in Class Charts.  

Safeguarding at Baines 

The Baines safeguarding team is: 

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher)  

Mrs Harkins (Pastoral Manager)  

Mrs Earley (Learning Support) 

Mrs Dawber (Head of Sixth Form)  

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact one of the team by ringing the school. 

Supporting your child with Class Charts 

As you are aware we use Class Charts to record rewards, homework and any sanctions. It is a very 
easy way for you as parents and carers to check about these. Please ensure you have downloaded 
the Class Charts App onto your phone or tablet and regularly log in to check on rewards, sanctions 
and pending homework, to best support your child in their journey through the school.  If you cannot 
remember your log in details, please ring the school if you need to be reminded of your access details 
to Class Charts as soon as possible. Year 7 parents will be sent their child’s log in details this week. 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning – Friday 28th September 
 

Last year was the first time in a number of years that we held a cake 
sale. This year we are hoping to engage with our wider community 
as well. Baines are holding a Macmillan Coffee Morning on Friday 
28th September from 9am -10.30am in the ILC.  We hope that 
parents / carers, family and friends of Baines School will join us at 

this worthwhile event. Students can contribute by providing cakes / buns to sell, or they can enter 
the Baines Student Bake Off. Staff are busily preparing for their own entries to the Baines Staff Bake 
Off (watch out Paul Hollywood!). There will also be a cake sale for the students at lunch time in the 
hall. (Please remember that as the cakes are not made at school we cannot guarantee we know about 
allergy information. If your child has an allergy or you have any concerns, then please do not purchase 
cakes at this event but donations will of course be welcome for the worthwhile cause). 

Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Baines becoming Co-Educational 

This academic year marks 40 years since the school became comprehensive and accepted girls. To 
celebrate, a group of former pupils from that first year group (1978/79) have organised a special 
event to be held at Baines School on Saturday 13th October 2018 from 4.00pm to 9.00pm. The Head 
Girls and Head Boys will be giving tours of the school, followed by a meal (hotpot or lasagne, followed 
by either apple pie or chocolate fudge cake) and then the opportunity to socialise and meet with 
friends and staff from Baines School (we have applied for a temporary bar licence for the event too).   

They would particularly like to find people who were at Baines during the years 1978 to 1985 so that 
they can share memories and re-connect with friends from the past. Entry to the event is only for 
those who have registered in advance. If you would like to attend or find out more, please contact 
Tony Poxon by email at Tony.Poxon18@hotmail.co.uk . Please do pass on this information to anyone 
you know who might be interested. 

Open Evening – Monday 24th September 6.30pm – 9.00pm 

Our annual open evening is on Monday 24th September from 6.30pm to 9.00pm. This is an important 
event where we showcase the very best of our school. Many of our students join us for the evening 
as guides or working in departments to show the work we do. Any student who would like to take 
part is very welcome. Letters are available from form tutors and teachers so that we know which 
students will be with us and to ensure they can get home safely. We have sent leaflets out to Year 5 
and 6 pupils in the local primary schools. If you know anyone who has not received this information, 
please encourage them to visit us on the night and see our fantastic school and students. 

   Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online 
purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a 
small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional 

money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  We now have over £125.00 

mailto:Tony.Poxon18@hotmail.co.uk
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raised for school. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends for online 
purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

 Tuesday 18th September – Year 13 Geography Field Trip to Ainsdale Sand Dunes 
 Wednesday 19th September - Year 13 Geography Field Trip to Ainsdale Sand Dunes 
 Friday 21st September – Jeans for Genes Day 
 Monday 24th September – Prospective Year 7 Open Evening 6.30pm – 9.00pm 
 Tuesday 25th September – Year 9 Author Visit  
 Friday 28th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning 9.00am – 10.30am 
 Friday 28th September – Years 7 & 10 School Photographs 
 Tuesday 2nd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 
 Wednesday 3rd October - Year 11 Geography Field Trip to Preston 
 Saturday 13th October – Celebration event marking 40 years since girls joined Baines 
 Monday 15th October – Year 9 REP Trip to London 
 Wednesday 17th October – Post-16 Careers Conference 
 Thursday 18th October – Year 13 Consultation Evening 4pm – 7pm 

With the unpredictable British weather, please encourage your child to bring a coat so they are not 
caught out in wet or cold weather. 

Nil Sine Labore 

 
 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

