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Welcome to the Summer 2018 edition of Baines at Best. I have really enjoyed writing my fortnightly updates 
and I know I have shared many of the successes with you over the year but seeing them altogether in one edi-
tion shows just what a fantastic year we have enjoyed and this is just a taste of the many successes across 
our school. 

I want to thank everyone for giving me such a warm welcome to the Baines Community: the students, staff, 
parents and former pupils as well as local businesses and neighbours. I have met many of you at school and 
social events and have enjoyed learning about the history of the school, your favourite memories and seeing 
some of the very special events in the Baines annual calendar. 

 

 



I have been reflecting on the year and what we have achieved together: a shared vision for development of the 
school.  

A World Class Education for All 

 Students achieve the very best qualifications possible for their ability so they can progress on to the next 
phase of their life with ease 

 They are happy, know how to keep themselves safe and well-rounded in their personal development 

 They have made friends, can socialise and interact well with all people in a respectful way 

 They aspire to be the best they can and have a strong work ethic to help them achieve their dreams 

 

Thank you to those who attended the Meet the Head events at the start of the year. Although attendance 
tailed off later in the year, we are going to hold a coffee morning once per term as a way of bringing our com-
munity together.  

Some of the things we have worked on this year: 

 New school website 

 Introduction of Class Charts to improve homework provision and enable parents/carers to see reward 

and behaviour points 

 Revised the curriculum so that we are offering a broader range of subjects in Year 10 next year  

 Introduction of Drop Everything and Read (DEAR.) Next year all of our Year 7 and 8 students will have 

these sessions in order to inspire a love of reading and keep their vocabulary developing . 

 We had to make the sad decision to close the Sixth Form from the end of August 2019. However, this 

means we can really concentrate on our current sixth formers. The Head Prefects will shortly start work 

on planning a celebration event for next summer to develop something so that the Sixth Form will leave 

a legacy for the next generation of students at Baines School 

 We continue to develop teaching and Learning techniques, hoping to instil a lifelong love of learning for 

students. Our introduction of the ‘no hands up policy’ which ensures all students are thinking about the 

answer to questions so there cannot be an opting out of learning.  

 



The end of term in most schools brings about staffing changes. My last fortnightly update of the year will 
thank the staff who will be leaving and in September, I will introduce our new staff to you. There is one person 
who is leaving who I must mention in this Baines at its Best edition, as she has been the heart of the school 
for many years. Mrs Carol Robinson, the Deputy Headteacher is retiring from Baines after 30 years at the 
school. Mrs Robinson is such a special person. She has taught thousands of young people here including at 
least two generations in many families. She arrived at Baines in February 1989 as a teacher of Modern For-
eign Languages, moving on to being Head of Sixth Form, Assistant Headteacher and then Deputy 
Headteacher. She has worked at the school with three Headteachers, Mrs Ryding, Mr McCowan and now 
myself and she has been such a supporter of the Baines’ family values. She is known for always putting the 
student at the centre of everything she does and works tirelessly to ensure that the school is a safe and wel-
coming place for young people to thrive. As well as being a fantastic teacher, she has supported many stu-
dents in putting them on the right career path. Enrichment outside of lessons has been central to everything 
Carol has developed. Every year she creates the most moving Remembrance Assemblies and the Founders 
Service celebrates the talents of our Year 7 students. Two of the legacies she leaves are the Bikeathon and 
the Race for Life and these are both events where we have supported charities that are close to the heart of 
Baines. You will have recently read that our Bikeathon teams over the years have raised £120,000 for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust and the Baines Girls Team still boasts the largest ever team entry in the Blackpool Race 
for life. A personal thank you to Carol from me, for helping me to settle in to Baines and for being an inspira-
tion to staff, students and parents over the years. She truly is a remarkable person and I hope she will return 
to some of our special events in the future. 

I have loved my first year at Baines and I am so proud of the things we have achieved and I am excited about 
the future plans we have to further develop the school.  I want to thank the hundreds of students who work 
hard every day so that they give themselves the very best life chances to be able to embark of the career of 
their dreams, we really enjoy working with them. 

Next year will be an exciting year and we are already planning to introduce Parent Pay and cashless catering. 
We are introducing some new school trips and will be launching The Children’s University for Key Stage 3 
students. Our careers education programme is being increased for our KS4 students to help them make those 
choices for education beyond Baines School. So please have a wonderful summer and keep yourselves safe I 
look forward to welcoming all the students back in September where they will have another year to shine and 
be the best they can be. 

As always, Nil Sine Labore       Alison Chapman 



 Baines School 

Here’s to you Mrs Robinson! 

As I approach my final few weeks at Baines School before I embark on hopefully a long, happy and healthy 
retirement I would like to thank all the pupils and families of Baines School, past and present for all their 
support throughout my time here.  

When I started in February 1989 as a part-time teacher of French I would never have imagined that I 
would have stayed at Baines for so long. I have been fortunate to have been in the right place at the right 
time and my career at Baines has allowed me to develop professionally with a range of roles and responsi-
bilities, I will always be grateful for the opportunities that I have had at Baines. 

Baines School has been a massive part of my life since 1989. My three children were all educated here and 
I have worked with an amazing team of staff and made friendships that I know will last a lifetime. I have 
only happy memories to take with me. Special events such as Race for Life, the Sixth Form Coast to Coast 
Bikeathon, Remembrance Assemblies and only last year, the chaos and fun that was “Baines Day”, I will 
never forget, they will always be very special, happy memories for me.  

Yet it is the pupils who make up the body of our school (and past pupils too) who I want thank the most.  
By their small actions such as a smile, a “hello miss” on the corridor, an offer to carry something or a quick 
chat in the refectory queue about what’s on the menu or what they are up to, they make such a difference 
and although they may have never realised it, these little things always brighten my day. Thank you to each 
and every one of you and don’t ever under-estimate the difference you have made to my working days, 
make sure you keep spreading the good vibes throughout the school! 

The family of James Baines is such a strong bond. Among 
our current families there are many parents who I remem-
ber came to Baines too and it is always lovely to see them 
knowing that they have chosen Baines as the school for 
their child based on happy memories of their own Baines’ 
days. Such is the special attraction of the family of James 
Baines which has, for me, made coming to work a real 
pleasure and I hope it will continue to thrive well into the 
future.  

It goes without saying that I wish you all a lifetime of health 
and happiness.  

Kind regards,  

Carol Robinson. 



 

Opening Ceremony of the Rose Garden 
 
On Thursday 28th September we held the official opening of the Rose Garden. It was a really special event 
and the sunshine came out too. We were pleased to welcome the Mayor Alice Collinson to carry out the 
official opening. Muriel Ryding, a previous Headteacher between 1987 and 2000 shared some of her mem-
ories about James Baines. We also presented a James Baines rose to our sister school, Baines Endowed 
Thornton. It was a celebration of Baines School and I was extremely proud to meet the students who had 
designed and built the garden, and some who had written a special poem to celebrate the tercentenary of 
the school. You will be able to read the poem as the plaque will be displayed outside the entrance to the 
hall. 

GCSE POD 
 
GCSEpod use has really taken off and 100% of our out-going Year 11 students were engaged and  
watched over 10,000 pods between them! Our most popular subjects for Year 11 students were English 
Literature, the Sciences and Geography. Mr Mycock led a Year 10 assembly and discussed the different 
ways that GCSEpod can support revision - have a chat with your child about it and help them out!  
Year 10 also now have access to the GCSEpod website and 90% of them have activated their account. If 
your child hasn't yet explored what GCSEpod has to offer, try logging in to gcsepod.com with your child's 
name and date of birth.  
Our pupils have now watched a total of  19,132 pods! This is 
great news and shows that our young people are making the 
most of this fantastic resource! 19,132 pods is roughly equiva-
lent to 1200 hours of pods!  
The new Year 10 have received details of how to access their 
account. 

Please encourage our new Year 10 & Year 11 students to 
“Keep Podding!” 
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Bikeathon 

I can’t write anything better than the words of our former Head Boy, Kevin Owers, so please enjoy his 
article below. My personal thanks to all the staff, pupils, former pupils, parents and their families for your 
support and effort in making this year’s Bikeathon the success that it has been. So far we have raised 
over £8000. Please see the link on our Facebook page if you wish to donate. Thank you. Mr Mycock. 

With my knuckles white, fingers clutching the brakes and a terrified grimace on my face, my ailing body 
soared down Garrowby Hill at almost 40mph. Clinging on to the handlebars on the steep, twisting de-
scent, my life flashed before my eyes. I'd been here before, 16 years earlier, in the same circumstances 
and roughly the same clothes. Just like last time, the wind was in my face, my heart was in my mouth, and 
my bike was wobbling across the road. 
  

I'm still not entirely sure how, but at the age of 34, I'd found myself back on the Baines Bikeathon - the 
now-legendary coast-to-coast cycling challenge I'd originally completed back in 2002. Gone was the 
youthful, wide-eyed Sixth Former who'd dragged a rusting wreck over the Pennies minus most of its 
gears, but here I was, older, fatter and balder, reliving one of the greatest weekend's of my adolescence. 
Deep in the saddle on my new e-bike, I was chewing up the tarmac, sailing down into the Vale of York. 
What a thrill. 
  

A few weeks earlier, after a nightmare day at work, I'd learned that Baines alumni were being welcomed 
back for the Bikeathon in its 18th year. For someone with glass knees, an iffy back and no roadworthy bi-
cycle, getting involved didn't seem to be the smartest of ideas. Still, I couldn't sign up quickly enough. But 
riding those 150-odd miles from Bridlington to Blackpool was more than just a fanciful nostalgia trip,  it 
was an unmissable opportunity to come back, get involved, raise money for the Teenage Cancer Trust 
and pay my own personal tribute to the Bikeathon. This bold, innovative institution has had such a posi-
tive impact on so many people's lives. 
  

  



 

 Although my time at Baines was somewhat fleeting, the two colourful, influential years I spent in the Sixth 
Form left a marked impression. I have many cherished memories of my A-Levels, but few more enduring 
than of the Bikeathon 2002, led by Mrs Robinson, then Head of Sixth Form, Mr Cotterall, my English 
teacher, and Mr Mates, my form tutor. Just as it was back then, this year's ride was a magical event, over-
flowing with camaraderie, sunshine, scenery, endorphins and tasty snacks. It was a chance to reunite with 
old friends and make new ones, but just as pertinently, do something positive for the worthiest of causes. 
 
From the outset on the North Sea coast, I was taken aback by what a slick, well-oiled machine the Bikea-
thon has become. Once upon a time, it seemed that transporting 15 or so riders and their bikes across the 
country, and supporting them home, was an incredible feat. And indeed it was, but this year there were 
three minibuses and 36 of us on the road, each of whom needed to be clothed, fed, accommodated and 
motivated to keep turning those pesky pedals. Things have scaled up in every sense, and even the route 
planning is a little more pragmatic these days. Some of us still have nightmares about country lane climbs 
out of Otley and haunted hillside barns in Colne.  
 
A few punctures aside, things couldn't have gone much more smoothly in 2018 - testament to the profes-
sional planning, slick execution and enduring enthusiasm of the organisers. Thank you to all those who 
made the event possible and kept our spirits up along the way. Even the weather played its part - the sun 
shone from Bridlington promenade on Friday afternoon, across the Yorkshire Wolds, down into York, over 
the hills to Skipton, through the Bowland Fells and across the Fylde to North Pier, where we eventually 
landed on Sunday teatime. 
  

Some of us had school on the Monday, some of us had 
jobs to return to, and some even had pensions to pick up. 
Students, staff, former pupils and friends of the school - 
we grouped together and rode as one. We laughed, remi-
nisced, ate, snored and raised £8000 for charity. Apart 
from missing the England game and getting stung by a 
wasp, I had pretty much the perfect weekend and - some-
what out of the blue - added another precious Baines 
memory to my collection. 
 Thank you for letting me be part of Bikeathon 2018 and 
support this fantastic cause. 
Kevin Owers, Head Boy 2001-2002 
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Teachers’ successes 
 
As well as celebrating the successes of our 
current and former students, it gives me great 
pleasure to celebrate the fantastic achievement 
of Mrs McCombe who completed the 2018 
London Marathon and raised money for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust. I am sure you can all 
appreciate the commitment required to train 
for the event and the determination to com-
plete the event in such hot conditions. An in-
spiration to our students and raised over 
£1,000 for charity too. 

Sixth Form – Blesma, The Limbless Veterans Visit  
 
Blesma, The Limbless Veterans, is an armed forces non-profit charity supporting limbless veterans in the 
UK for the duration of their lives. They provide rehabilitative activities, welfare support and financial help 
for amputees. The community programme gives individuals the opportunity to share stories of overcom-
ing adversity to help others deal with every day issues and challenges. We heard from Steve who lost his 
legs above the knee from sepsis. His story of survival, determination and setting daily goals was inspira-
tional. Students really appreciated his honesty during the question and answer session and the workshop 
left them reflective in the build-up to their exams. At the end of the workshop, students were invited to 
comment and the reaction ranged from "It puts things into perspective and makes you realise anything is 
possible," to "The exam period is stressful but putting things into perspective and dealing with challenges 
and adversity is part of life. Thank you." 

Blackpool Gazette Education 
Awards 
 
It was fantastic to see four of our Baines School com-
munity as finalists in the Education Awards and such 
a proud moment to see them all celebrated on stage. 
Clare Davies for Inspirational Teacher award, Rachel 
and Adam for the Creative Arts Award and Alice for 
Secondary Student of the Year. Congratulations to 
Adam for winning the Creative Arts Award for his role 
in the film Beauty and the Beast. 



 

Year 10 Staff Catering Meal – Thursday 18th January  
By Ellie Year 10  

 
Mrs Chapman felt fortunate to have been invited to this meal, as the students definitely have the potential 
to join the service industry, both the food and service were excellent. This is a report written by one of the 
GCSE Food and Nutrition students.  
We started at first period by setting and decorating the table. At about half past nine we started to prepare 
the food. Tamzin and Alex made the roulade while Elle and Jess made the olive and dried tomato bread. 
Later on we all made the carbonara. The reason we were picked to create the staff meal was because we 
always complete our homework on time and we also work really well doing practical lessons in class. Each 
student chose two members of staff to attend the meal.  
We enjoyed the experience because we had to cook for lots of people, we had to be aware of time and 
presentation, we learnt to stay calm and how to work as effective team members.  
 

Baines Sixth – A Student’s Experience 
By Lucas —Year 12 

 
Baines Sixth Form has certainly been the best choice for me. Since starting my studies in Year 12, I have 
developed increasing analytical and problem solving skills, thus allowing my confidence in my ability to 
flourish. At Baines, I have been encouraged to undertake challenging work as part of my courses in History, 
Politics and Biology. My independent studying skills have improved vastly, which I am sure will be an excel-
lent underpinning and preparation for my degree at university. 
Our school prides itself in its interest in the individual pupil; and I feel that my teachers’ encouragement and 
their enthusiasm has helped me grow into a mature and well-rounded young person ready to meet the 
challenges ahead. I know that I am privileged to be a member of Baines Sixth Form. The small class sizes 
have enabled me to receive individual attention from my teachers and this is certainly an important factor in 
my continuing achievement. 
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Air Cadet 
 
We were really impressed that Elliot and Kieran had the fantastic opportunity to attend a special flying 
day at RAF Leeming. Both boys spent a large part of the day flying in an RAF training aircraft. They spent 
most of the time in the air flying the plane themselves and completed barrel rolls, a loop and even flew 
upside down! They also spoke to a Hawk pilot by radio whilst flying. Elliott attends the 177(Blackpool Airport) 
Air Cadets squadron. Elliott is the youngest member of the drill team which competes against the other squadrons 
in Cumbria and Lancashire. Elliott and his team train very hard, including in all weathers and were rewarded with 2nd 

place at a recent competition at Kirkham Grammar School.  
 
Daniel in Year 10 also took part in  a flying experience day at RAF Leeming last month. The flight of around 35 
minutes included about 10 -15 minutes of aerobatics and about 15 minutes when Daniel was able to take control 
and actually fly the plane. Daniel has been very active in the Air Cadets since joining in Year 8. Earlier this year Dan-
iel was awarded the 1301 Fleetwood squadron Cadet of the Year for his all round achievements including academic 
advancement, shooting, attendance, adventure training, community involvement and making the most of his oppor-
tunities. His award was presented by serving RAF Squadron Leader Chris Moon (a former cadet at the squadron).  
 



 

Harley’s Community Contributions 
 
Harley played “God Save The Queen” on his cornet at Lytham St Anne’s 
Town Hall, on Commonwealth Day. He thoroughly enjoyed the ceremony, 
where the prayers were led by the Reverend Ivan Walters from Weeton. He 
met some lovely people including Bill Beaumont the World Rugby Chairman 
and David Cam the Under Sheriff of Lancashire. 
Harley has also recently performed music at the Rose-
haven Care Home and The Hospice. Such contribu-
tions are really important as they impact so positively 
on the lives of people in our community. We are really 
pleased that Harley continues to develop his perfor-
mance skills but he also gives back to others. Well 
done and thank you Harley. 

Word Mania 
 
Pupils in Years 7-9 have been involved in playing an online word game called Word Mania run by Litera-
cy Planet. The aim of the game was to create as many English words as they could from a board of 15 
randomly generated letters in three minutes. 400,000 students in 2,500 schools from 100 countries 
around the world took part in the competition. 
The competition started on the 6th November and the first two regional rounds were played over two 
weeks. Mrs Streetly’s Year 9 classes, 9X1 and 9Y2, really got involved with lots of support and encour-
agement from Mrs Streetly, resulting in them making the final international round which ran from 
Wednesday 22nd November to Friday 24th November. Some of the pupils even spent their day off on the 
Friday playing the game to climb up the leaderboard. They started the day on Friday at around 45,000 
points and finished with an 
overall total of 103,848 points. 
This resulted in them finishing 
5th nationally and 13th interna-
tionally.  
The standout Year 9 pupils 
were Rees, Lexie, Henry and 
Lucy.  
Rees, Lexie and Henry played 
342 games between them in 
the final round and Lexie was 
our stand out scorer achieving 
3,171 as her top score for just 
one game! A fantastic achieve-
ment! 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
 
This year has been all about the pupils taking the lead.  Throughout the year pupils have been set differ-
ent challenges in lesson time across Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 to become student teachers.  They have been 
asked to create lessons on grammar points, to create educational posters and to develop resources for 
those in younger year groups. Needless to say, pupils loved having the control!  There are some born 
leaders amongst our pupils who took their moment to shine during these challenges.  They blossomed in 
their abilities to work in teams, to collaborate effectively, to show mutual respect and enhanced their lan-
guage learning.  Below you will see some examples of how well they did in this.  You may even be able to 
spot who the leaders of the future are! 

Some of the job roles that the pupils took on 

– very successfully 

A group of Y9 French pupils working on their 

informational poster. 

MFL visit to Manchester Christmas Markets 
 
On Monday 18th December Miss Smith, teacher of MFL, organised a rewards trip to Manchester Christ-
mas Markets for our hard working linguists. There the pupils had the opportunity to visit the markets and 
sample the various cuisines available. The Year 9 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their waffles and pizzas!  
Everyone enjoyed the visit; behaviour was impeccable as always, and they were very grateful to Miss 
Smith for organising the visit for them. 



 

Football 
 
Fantastic news for Eve in Year 9 who has had her contract with Manchester City extended for another 
two years, and to add to that success she was recently selected to go to the England Under 15s training 
camp in April. Eve said that this was a fantastic experience.  
Eve continues to work and play hard...literally! At the end of a busy school day she travels to Manchester 
City for training most nights in the week as well as fixtures at the weekend. We are so proud of her 
achievements and she is a great role model as she balances her academic work with her sporting com-
mitment. Well done Eve! 

Year 11 Athletics 
 
Freya represented Cumbria and Lancashire Wing at the North Region Annual Athletics competition on 3rd 
June.  
 

Her silver medal in the Junior Women’s High Jump competition helped Cumbria and Lancashire win the 
competition for the first time. This was just 2 weeks after earning her third Wing Blue by gaining gold for 
the third year running in the Wing championship.  
 

Freya is pictured below with the team – (4th from the right) and competing.  
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The World of Science and Engineering 
 
It has been a busy year for our science and engineering students. We have participated in two different 
competitions. We were delighted to have been invited to take part in the STEM Champions 2018 compe-
tition for The Gazette. As a long-standing member of our school's STEM club, Bryn represented our 
school brilliantly. We are also pleased to share the success of four of our outstanding 'Young Engineers'. 
The four students attended a challenge run by The Gazette at Blackpool and the Fylde College, compet-
ing with 16 other local secondary schools. The task was to build and compete with an electromagnetic 
crane, which could pick up and drop keychains into the scoring zone. Joe, Alice, Joshua and Charlotte 
were incredible throughout the whole day finishing 5th and allowing Baines School to reach the finals. 
Well done team Baines!  

The Gazette’s STEM Champion Competition 2018 
By Bryn  

 
Mr Thomas supported the leader of his STEM club in The Gazette’s STEM Champions Competition 2018. 
Baines School finished as a finalist.  
On the 19th January, Mr Thomas and I went to the STEM Champions competition held at Blackpool and 
the Fylde College. I had a great time. First we set up all of our demonstrations; like our flying saucer, cata-
pult and bouncy ball. We had to describe what we did to the judges, and got to have a look at the pro-
jects that other schools had brought. We were awarded with certificates for being finalists.  

After all of this we took a tour around 
the design department where they 
had full sized model planes, cars and 
best of all an F1 car. We went into a 
soldering class where they were 
making model pistons to lift a Mini 
they were building. The tour was 
great because we learnt how some 
cars and bikes work.  



 

The Gazette’s Young Engineers Competition 2018 
By Charlotte  

 
Joseph, Joshua, Alice and Charlotte represented Baines School at the competition earlier this year. They 
scored highly in the qualifiers and finished 5th place in the finals.  
 
On the 26th January 2018, Alice, Joe, Josh and I were invited by Mr Thomas to represent the school in the 
Young Engineers Competition 2018 at Blackpool and the Fylde College. Our task was to build an electro-
magnetic crane using given materials. We started off by drawing a plan of the structure of our crane and 
then began to coil the wire for the electromagnet. We had approximately 3 hours to construct our crane; 
during which we all learnt vital skills such as working well as a team and under pressure, as well as using 
our initiative and being able to compromise. After one test run to see if our electromagnet could pick up 
the targets, which had a different number of scoring points on, and use our crane to lower them into a fish 
bowl, we moved on to the competing round. After 2 rounds, we finished 5th place and therefore made it 
to the final.  
The final took place on the 2nd March 2018, where we again had to build an electromagnetic crane, but 
improve the design from the qualifying round. We met all the requirements within the time limit and made 
our crane more efficient. In the competition round we performed well under pressure and managed to 
pick up more targets than the qualifying round. Overall we were 5th place and learnt lots from the experi-
ence.  
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“And the winner, of the 2018 BlackpoolRobo competition 
is…Baines School!” 
By Mr Thomas 

 
BlackpoolRobo is a robotics competition run by Blackpool and the Fylde College, as part of their outreach 
with local primary and secondary schools. This competition is the first of its kind, allowing schools’ robot-
ics clubs to showcase their school-built robots.  On Friday 15th June; Senna, Connie and Bryn set off to 
Blackpool and the Fylde College with their self-built robot. After practising for just a short number of 
weeks in STEM club, the trio were ready to compete against other local schools. The three shared out the 
responsibility of the remote-controlled rounds, with the two remaining rounds pre-programmed for an 
autonomous robot. The whole competition was based around a large map of Blackpool, with key areas as 
the various rounds of the competition. Throughout the entire day the team had the support of Dylan 
Wood, an ex-pupil of Baines and Mr Thomas, currently studying at Blackpool and the Fylde College in the 
Engineering department. 
 
Round 1 was an autonomous round, with the ‘simple’ task of using a colour sensor to track a black curved 
line, avoiding two different coloured blocks. Round 2 was completed by Senna, managing to stack blocks 
in to the shape of Blackpool Tower and scored some precious points. Round 3 was completed by Connie, 
with the task of remote controlling the robot to ‘kick’ a ball into a goal, past the goalkeeper. She performed 
incredibly, collecting a massive number of points. Round 4 was back to Senna, with the task of collecting 
blocks and pushing them in a truck…another big score! Round 5 was Bryn’s game, skillfully knocking fruit 
from a tree to give to animals at Blackpool Zoo. Round 6 was another autonomous round, with the task of 
following a maze, turning when the colours red or blue were detected by the colour sensor. This time our 
robot had other plans and decided that after 2 turns, that was plenty and had a rest against a wall! 
 
When the scores were revealed the pupils were jumping for joy, having won £1000 for the school and 
vouchers for themselves. They were awarded with certificates and trophies before returning to the 
school. All 3 pupils performed incredibly throughout the day, constantly practising and adapting their ro-
bot, showing there really is Nothing Without Effort.  



 

Year 8 Enterprise Programme  
 
A group of our Year 8 students have been selected to take part in the Premier League Enterprise Pro-
gramme. They have already enjoyed a day at Bloomfield Road and have started lessons this week. In in-
troducing students to real business and entrepreneurship, the programme helps them develop eight es-
sential enterprise and employability skills. Topics include; getting to know a business, pricing products 
and services, advertising and managing money and people. The programme helps deliver the Govern-
ment’s vision of motivating young people to learn and excel in their education and to see the relevance of 
their studies. 

Tomorrow’s Engineers 
By Harry  

 
Tomorrow’s Engineers is a STEM group that delivers workshops to encourage forward-thinking for pupils 
on the global energy crisis. 
We went down to the hall and Tomorrow’s Engineers explained that we would be making solar-powered 
cars. We had a discussion with the chance for some questioning and then got started making the cars. 
During the day we had to change them with different amounts of electricity to see how it would change 
the speed, and we recorded the results. I found the task really useful because it showed us how applying 
different amounts of electricity can vary the results of the speed. It also got us to understand how solar 
power worked.  
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Christmas Story Winner—Henry (Year 7) 
 
Christmas Dog 
 
It was Christmas time. Down the village street, the tinselled trees decorated many of the windows and 
the spirit of Christmas could be sensed by the happiness in the faces of the people. This was the Day of 
Peace, and their simple hearts could be heard from miles away.  
But this Christmas didn’t exist for the McGuire family because the presents were stolen by a criminal…  
One Christmas eve, Tom was getting ready for a family day out for a walk. As they were walking they 
spotted a cute little dog next to a tree lying down on the floor. It looked like a stray because it had no col-
lar. It looked freezing in the cold. The dog had white fur and had a cute little red nose. It looked like it was 
scared so I left it alone. As I walked the dog followed me. I bent down and picked it up it. It felt magical it 
had a red nose I saw it before but I didn’t realise that dogs don’t have red noses it sneezed out gold dust. 
“I can’t believe it” I exclaimed. I was so excited to take it home. As I was walking, a man was on a ladder, 
he tripped and fell. As he was in mid-air the dog sneezed and a few boxes appeared under him, “it was 
the dog!” I whispered to myself. I quickly ran to my house. I saw the Christmas tree was up with decora-
tions like baubles, stars and lights. I ran in the door. My mum was wondering why I was panting so much. 
I told her what I had seen but she didn’t believe me, so 
I dragged her outside and showed her what he did. I 
jumped in the air and the dog sneezed. The boxes 
were under me! I fell on them and my Mum was so 
amazed she picked up the dog and stared at it. She 
asked me where I got him from I said that I found him 
next to a tree and that he looked like a stray and that 
he needed food. My mum went to the shop and 
bought some dog food. When she got home she fed 
the dog it jumped up and down and turned into an elf! 
“I can’t believe it” we both shouted. How has this hap-
pened I asked the elf he said “You have released me 
from the dog I am so very grateful how 
could I repay you?” he said. We looked at 
the Christmas tree and he saw that there 
were no presents so he sneezed and all the 
presents came back and he also gave us 
these special biscuits which were very 
tasty. He flew out the door and back home 
to the North Pole. This had been the best 
Christmas in my entire life I bet my Mum 
would say the same. But there was one 
more thing he left, he left the cute, little, 
fluffy, gorgeous dog. 



 

Christmas Poem Winner—Harley (Year 7) 
 
Two Identical Twins – Two Different Christmases  
 
I’m hiding with my brother, he looks the same as me.  
Four wrinkled creatures snatch him; two little ones take me.  
I feel like I’m on a ride, faster and faster I fall into white.  
Upon waking up and feeling the sun, I see a red light.  
Why have I gone suddenly cold? Ah – I have found my fortune!  
Lying and relaxing on silver with others, next to a silver spoon.  
BANG! POP! “Merry Christmas!” they cry. I watch their smiling faces;  
Some are dancing, some are laughing, some sat at their places.  
I’m sharply thrown into a tunnel pierced by mountains of white,  
And after an hour or so, I can suddenly see some light.  
I am trying my hardest to make my way back  
But instead skydive through two cheeks, then come off track.  
This is the life of an average carrot with a family at Christmas.  
Oh, where did my brother go and why am I just sat here?  
I’m staring at a lonely face, next to a can of beer.  
I’m feeling very cold right now, unwanted in this home.  
I watch the waterfalls tumble down his face – why is he alone?  
He goes over to the window, watching the family across the way!  
Why is my brother lying on silver and I am on a tray?  
No phone rings here, no glass of cheer,  
No “Merry Christmas!” Or “Happy New Year!”  
Only tears cry out here……………………………………  
This is the life of an average carrot with someone who’s alone at Christmas.  

Santa’s Christmas Card Challenge 
By Bryn  

As part of the liaison with The Ogden Trust, Mr Thomas brings competitions to Baines School to compete 
against the rest of the Fylde Coast Primary and Secondary Schools. The Christmas Card Challenge was to 
design a Christmas card that included a key scientific element. There were two winners from Baines 
School; Torah and Bryn. 
At the beginning of December there was a STEM Christmas Card Challenge, where you had to create a 
Christmas card that demonstrated scientific theory and had to be on the subject of Christmas.  
Mine demonstrated how electron charges move around a circuit using a set of Christmas lights on a tree. I 
did this by drawing the tress and building the lights on top of the drawing using metal wires. I used beads 
on the wires that could move so that it showed the movement of charge. I also stapled on the back of the 
tree an explanation to show that I knew the theory of what I was demonstrating.  
Myself and Torah won the competition and got a Cadbury’s Christmas selection box. It was a good chal-
lenge that we got to do in our STEM club on Tuesdays. I found the club really helpful and gave me inspira-
tion to create this card.  
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Young Artist of the Year 
 
We were very proud of Caitlin, Jessica, Rachel and Lizzie who all had work displayed in the Young Artist of 
the Year Exhibition 2018. Rachel achieved Runners Up and a £50 gift voucher and Caitlin, Jessica and Liz-
zie achieved Highly Commended. The work looked stunning and was exhibited at the Blackpool & the 
Fylde College University Centre Gallery. 

The Ogden Trust’s Physical Sciences Awards Evening 2018 
By Mr Thomas 

 
Following on from our fantastic number of nominations at the 2017 awards evening, our liaison with The 
Ogden Trust has continued. This has allowed us to nominate several pupils for their work in Science 
throughout the academic year. The awards evening took place on the 5th July, with the following pupils 
being awarded on the night:  
 

Alex – Physicist of the Year Special Prize 
Jasmine  – KS3 Chemist of the Year 

Ella  – KS3 Physicist of the Year 
Grace  – KS4 Chemist of the Year 
Joe  – KS4 Physicist of the Year 
Beth  – Y12 Chemist of the Year 
Rajia – Y13 Chemist of the Year 

Carenza  – Y13 Physicist of the Year 
Torah – Christmas Card Competition Winner 

BBC Radio 2- 500 Word Story Competition  
 
All year 7 students were encouraged during their ILC lesson to write a 500 Word short story to enter into 
the annual Radio 2 competition. With some fab entries started in class, many students took the oppor-
tunity to finish them at home, they were then all submitted from school. The competition had 134,790 
entries in total so a huge well done to Ryley whose story made it through to the first round with only 
5,000 children getting that far! Also a big well done to Elliot who, along with all the other children who 
entered, was put into a ballot to win tickets to be at the live final at Hampton Court Palace, which he at-
tended in London on the 8th June.  



 

Young Seasiders’ Exhibition 
 
We have had an amazing set of year 7, 8 and 9 work displayed in The Gazette Young Sea-
siders’ Exhibition this year, which was on display during March. The exhibition was at a great ven-
ue, The Gallery at University Centre at the Blackpool & the Fylde College. Year 7 had bright and 
bold abstract pen texture pieces displayed. Year 8 had their accurate and well-drawn portraits dis-
played and Year 9 had African masks on show. The Prize Winners were Julia, Jessica, Hannah and 
Jemima. 
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Drawn from Youth Art Exhibition 
 
The Arts Society Fylde selected four Baines A Level pieces for the Drawn From Youth: 8 Exhibition, held at 
the Fylde Gallery, Booths, in Lytham. There was a great turn out for the preview event and the exhibi-
tion was open to the public until 19th April. The Annual Exhibition showcases high quality artwork from A 
Level Art students in schools and sixth form colleges across the Fylde. We are very proud of Amy and Dai-
sy who had their work selected for this prestigious event. 

Fylde Jeweller Shortlists Three Young Jewellery Designer Fi-
nalists from Baines School 
 
A Fylde jeweller has revealed the shortlist of finalists in the first ever competition to discover a Fylde Young Jewellery 
Designer of the Year. Entries from Baines School students Alix, Madison and Zoe have all been shortlist-
ed. The competition, organised by Claytons Jewellers in Blackpool and St. Annes, inspired over 400 young designers 
to enter. The competition, to inspire the next generation of local jewellery designers, is part of the retailer’s 30th anni-
versary celebrations since the opening of the St. Annes shop. From Claytons Jewellers, Graham Clayton said: “Wow! 
We have been overwhelmed by the response from Baines School to our competition. We always hoped that the Fylde 
area was home to some incredible creative talent, but this has exceeded all our expectations. It’s amazing! The stand-
ard has been incredibly high too, so now we have a big responsibility to make sure we pick a design which will repre-
sent the Fylde in the best possible light.” The winner’s design will be hand-crafted by a Claytons bespoke jewellery 
designer before being worn for the first time by The Mayor of St Annes, Karen Henshaw, at a public function. The 
winning design will then be auctioned for charity as part of the St George’s Day celebrations.  
In addition to the title, the winner will also receive a replica of their winning design and a five-day pass for 
The Lytham Festival for two people.  
This is a fantastic achievement with finalists from only three different schools (Baines, AKS and Lytham 
High), so well done to Alix, Madison and Zoe – very exciting. 



 

Music successes 
 
Harry’s band ‘Tongue of Fire’ have recently taken 
part in a national competition where they per-
formed at the O2 Arena in Liverpool. From this re-
gional event, Harry’s band were selected as win-
ners by the judges and are through to the national 
finals, which take place in Birmingham later this 
year. They are the only youth band left in the com-
petition and will be competing against semi-
professional adult bands. If they are successful 
enough to win the finals in Birmingham, Harry’s 
band will be asked to take part in a UK tour and 
record a studio album. This is an amazing achieve-
ment already and we wish Harry and his band the 
very best for the finals.  

Gymnastics 
 
Congratulations to Isabella in Year 9, gymnast. Here are some photographs of Isabella winning individual 
Gold with the Ball and as part of the North West Team Overall Gold winning team at the 2018 British 
Championships. Isabella trains exceptionally hard and balances her schoolwork and gymnastic commit-
ments. Isabella will perform at World Championship Trials later this year and we wish her every success.  
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Year 9 Girls Wyre & Fylde Volleyball Champions  
 
Congratulations to our Year 9 Volleyball team. They were outright winners beating all three of the other 
schools Carr Hill, Garstang and St Bede’s.  
The team consisted of: Eve, Aimee, Amelia, Caitlin, Darcey, Poppy, Freya, Millie and Jodie. 

Taekwondo  
 
Kelsie in Year 9 was in Milan recently at the European 
Taekwondo Championships. She came away with two Silver 
medals from this competition which was such an amazing 
achievement.  

Karate  
 
Jordanna & Rohan from Horan Shukokai Karate, recently won 2 
Bronze medals in the Kata event in the Yorkshire Open. The compe-
tition was held at the impressive venue The Metrodome. 



 

Year 10 6-a side Football - Premier League Kicks Cup 2018 
By Marcus Jolly—Year 10 
 

The Premier League Kicks Cup is an annual tournament between clubs from all over the country. Each club 
was represented by a team of 6 under 16 players, and this year we had the honour of representing my 
home town of Blackpool.  
It was an early morning start, with everybody arriving at Baines at around 7:15am. Blackpool FC represent-
atives arrived to deliver our kits and take us to Wythenshaw, Manchester for this event. It was a long jour-
ney but we arrived there in plenty of time. All of the football pitches were set up very professionally. We 
were allocated to Pitch 11 where we were to play all of our group games for the rest of the day.  
The first game began at 11:30am against Middlesbrough which we narrowly lost 1-0. We then went on to 
win two of our next games against Swansea and Plymouth, both 3 -0. We then went on to draw against 
Crystal Palace, Huddersfield Town and Sheffield United 0-0. It came down to the last game which we had 
to win to get into the group stage knockout. It was against Millwall – a very good side who had not lost a 
game. We had a good start but then conceded which cost us the match and we ended with a loss.  
We concluded with 3rd place out of 7 in our group and a special visit from leading grime artist, Bugzy 
Malone, a good way to end the day! 

Girls Tennis Competitions 2018 
 
During the summer of 2018, girls at Baines School have had the opportunity to play lots of fabulous tennis.  
Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 all competed in friendly fixtures against AKS in Lytham and at Baines.  As the stu-
dents became more confident, the games got more competitive, with all results being very close.  The Year 
7 and 8 players narrowly lost overall, however, the Year 9, 10 and 12 players won comfortably.  For some, 
this experience has provided a new sport to add to their enjoyment.  Hopefully the girls will continue to en-
joy this sport and have the opportunity to play more competitions in the future.  Well done to all those who 
competed.  You never know, there may be a Wimbledon star in the making!   

Sporting Success 
 
The Lancashire Schools Athletics Championships took place at Stanley Park on Saturday 9th June 2018. 
Charlotte in Year 9 won the Junior Girls Hammer and became the Lancashire Champion, and Emily in Year 
10 came second in the Inter Girls 3000m. 
Great performances, well done girls. 
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Restart A Heart Day  
 
On Friday 13th October we welcomed volunteers from the British Heart Foundation, British Red Cross, St 
John’s Ambulance, the ambulance and fire services to Baines School as part of the national Restart A 
Heart Day. It was a tremendous day with 950 students and staff trained in CPR, such important life skills. 

World Book Day – Thursday 1st March  
 
World Book Day on Thursday 1st March inspired pupils and staff to celebrate their love of reading and 
books. Staff were involved by decorating their classroom doors to show their love of reading from child-
hood, as adults, and even linked to their subject area. Walking down the Science corridor, the pupils 
stepped into a Harry Potter shrine, whilst RE celebrated important Bible stories. The English department 
celebrated ‘The Classics’, and MFL promoted books written in French, German and Spanish. Some pupils 
were transported to Middle Earth with Lord of the Rings door decorations and others were tempted by 
the huge Wonka Bar on the exams office door! The buzz around books continued with the pupils taking 
part in ’Secret Book Club’, where they could select a mystery book to try something different.  
Many pupils enjoyed being read to by lots of different members of staff in the ILC at lunchtime. Mason 
and Blake in Year 8 attended every reading session saying, “I really liked going to them all because it was 
interesting and very relaxing.” (Blake), and “I liked going to the ILC this week as teachers read books su-
perbly, but I have to say my favourite reader of the week was Miss Smith reading Harry Potter in German 
because it was interesting.” (Mason). Tom, also in Year 8, loved the reading because, “It makes a really 
good image in your head” and George (Year 8) enjoyed Mrs Mycock’s reading of the BFG the most.  
On World Book Day itself. All pupils in Years 7 and 8 did fantastically with their Drop Everything and 
Read, creating a calm and relaxed environment whilst they read their books. This is something we will 
build on next year in order to encourage students to read more regularly. 



 

Harry Potter Event  
 
On the 22nd May, magic fell upon the ILC when we held our first after school event. We all hopped aboard 
the Hogwarts express and were sorted into houses. Then came the potions class with Professor Thomas 
and his assistants from STEM club helping to create some magic potions. The students then took part in 
several different activities, from a treasure hunt to owl making and enjoyed some common room chill time!  
They finished with an inter-house Harry Potter quiz hosted by Professor Joyce. The overall winners of the 
night were Slytherin house (dark magic involvement unconfirmed) and a great time was had by both stu-
dents and staff! 
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British Science Week Potter Style 
By Mrs Hutchinson 

We had a fantastic week of science and magic in celebration of British Science Week following World 
Book Day. The Science department pulled out all the stops and decorated their doors in the style of the 
Harry Potter novels, with each door being a different book.  
Continuing the theme of Harry Potter, Miss Hutchinson transfigured into Professor Hutchinson and our 
British Science Week activities included fire writing, borax and pipe-cleaner crystals, growing egg geodes 
and the grand finale the Advanced Potions Class. 
It was a very enjoyable couple of weeks and celebrated all that is great about our enthusiastic students 
and the Science department at its best. 



 

Harry Potter and the B-Block Science Corridor 
By Maddison Aldridge–Parker and Grace Burrow 
 
In celebration of World Book Day, the teachers of Baines School’s Science department transfigured the whole of the 
Science corridor into the most scientifically magical book series imaginable. Each of the teachers took on a different 
book and drew inspiration from each of the key elements.  
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone – Miss Hutchinson 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets – Mrs Newton 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban – Mr Thomas 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire – Dr Bradburn 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix – Mr Hallsworth 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince – Mrs Tilley 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Miss Latham 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them – Miss Hill 
Monday was our first day and we did fire writing. The group was small at first, but as the week went on more and 
more people found out about how good it was and joined in. We started with a piece of paper, silver nitrate and a 
splint. We created patterns on the paper before setting it alight. It was amusing to watch as sometimes it burned 
too much and sometimes not enough –( Maddison) 
It was amazing when we put silver nitrate on a piece of paper and made different words and shapes with it. I made 
one that said “Harry Potter”, but all the letters had to be joined to make it work. We set it alight and afterwards it 
revealed the words - (Grace) 
On Tuesday we made borax crystals on pipe cleaners. We bent our pipe cleaners into whimsically wonderful shapes 
and left them to soak in the borax water, and we saw crystals the next day - (Maddison) 
I did a heart. This was really fun to make and the end results were magnificent. Even though this experiment was 
short, it was still my favourite one - (Grace) 
On Wednesday and Thursday, we made egg geodes. We used borax again for the crystals, this time using dye - 
(Maddison) 
This was where we had half of an egg shell and put the borax solution in. We dyed the liquid and I made mine blue 
- (Grace) 
On Friday we did potions, it was fun watching the potions fizz, bubble and explode! - (Grace) 
This week was really fun and I would do it again! – (Maddison) 
I wish I could do it all over again! - (Grace) 
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Martin Griffin Visit  
 
Back in March we had an exciting visit from internationally renowned author Martin Griffin. His first book 
“The Poison boy” written as Fletcher Moss won the Times Children’s Fiction award. 
He was in school for a full day. In the morning he took part in creative writing workshops with Year 9 and 
Year 10 students. They discovered different techniques to fuel their creativity and spark original ideas, 
with advice on turning those into well-structured short stories, which will be vital tools when sitting their 
English GCSE exams. 
In the afternoon Martin met Year 7. In preparation for his visit, in their ILC lessons, the students were all 
given the opportunity to design a book trailer for his book Poison Boy. Given only the blurb from the back 
of the book, and armed with an iPad, they produced some amazing group work with some very creative 
and dramatic interpretations of what they thought the book was about. Martin then gave an inspiring talk 
on the joy of reading, speaking passionately about some of the different worlds and universes reading 
can take you to. He also presented 7 students who have showed outstanding effort in their ILC reading. 



 

Annual Founder’s Service  
 
On Tuesday 12th December we celebrated the successes and achievements of our Year 7s in the first full 
term at Baines at our annual Christmas Founder’s Service held at St Chad’s Church. This was a wonderful 
evening hosted by our Year 11 Head Boys and Girls who were brilliant ambassadors for the school. The 
church was full of families and friends of our Year 7s who enjoyed a variety of performances from the pupils 
from poetry to drama as well as learning about the history of James Baines and hearing what Baines means 
to the pupils of 2017. Reverend Keighley concluded the event with a reminder of the meaning of Christmas 
and everyone who attended complimented the children on their achievements and contributions to the 
event. Our Christmas Founder’s service definitely was another example of Baines at its Best! 



 Baines School 

Remembrance Assemblies  
 
Annual Remembrance assemblies are an important part of our school’s history and tradition. These are held 
for all pupils throughout the school and 6th form in the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday. The 
theme for this year's assembly was "The Importance of Remembrance" and our school community was en-
couraged to rethink remembrance which was behind this year's Royal British Legion campaign. Our assem-
blies included a short presentation; the laying of the wreath on the war memorial in the hall by the Head 
Boys and Girls; a reading by the Head of House; the playing of the last post by Alex in Year 10; the obser-
vation of a minute’s silence; and the reading of a prayer of remembrance by Mrs Chapman. 
To round off our week of Remembrance, the Year 11 Head Boys and Girls attended the Sunday Remem-
brance Service held in Poulton centre. Here the students laid 4 wreaths, one from each of the Houses in 
school. Oliver, Joe, George, Joe, Erin, Sinead, Grace and Lauren were wonderful ambassadors for our school 
at this public event.  
Throughout the week the pupils were highly respectful of the traditions observed and in doing so took ad-
vantage of the opportunity to reflect on lives lost and changed through conflict in the past and the present 
in order to secure a future for us all – “we will remember them.” 

Cormac in Year 7 Meets Prince 
Harry  
 
Cormac met Prince Harry just before half term during 
his visit to Lancashire on 23rd October. Here is a 
lovely photograph of him meeting the Prince. This 
was linked to the work his family carries out with ar-
my veterans. 



 

British Values Week: 30th April-4th May 
 
To help celebrate St George’s Day at school, the pupils have been deepen-
ing their understanding of the British Values through activities in form time, 
competitions around school and also in lesson time. A quiz on the British 
Values was completed by all forms to test pupils’ awareness and under-
standing of what it is to be British. Congratulations to Mr Hallsworth’s and 
Mrs Wild’s form for winning. All students received 25 reward points each. In 
addition to this, a ‘Find the Flag’ hunt took place on Monday 30th April, 
where pupils had to find as many hidden British flags as they could around 
school. The winner with six flags was Callum in Year 9 who was awarded 
50 reward points. 

National Careers Week  
 
It has been a busy few weeks with regards to exploring students' future ca-
reer options. A group of Year 9 students attended the Changing Horizons 
event at The Winter Gardens, and last week we celebrated National Careers 
and Apprenticeship Week with a range of form-based activities and exter-
nal visitors. Year 11 and 12 explored the local labour market with David Taaffe (School Careers Advisor) 
and Years 9 and 10 attended Apprenticeship assemblies with Nicola Roberts (Careers Co-ordinator for In-
spira). Year 11 were interviewed by Blackpool and the Fylde College, and ex-student Aircraftsman Harry 
McCausland visited to speak to Year 10 boys about his career as he embarks on the second stage of his 
electrical engineering career with the RAF. The NCS (National Citizen Service) held an assembly for Year 
11 and 12, and Year 9 began the process of choosing their options. 

Wasted Lives Session, Life Skills 
By Eleanor & Holly —Year 10.  

 
Our Life Skills class was visited by a speaker from Lancashire Fire and Rescue, called Dawn Gough, who 
came to talk to us about the importance of road safety. This was beyond the primary school idea of ‘Stop, 
Look and Listen’ and was more about issues we hadn’t even considered yet.  
Dawn showed us videos that explained to us some minor things we should avoid when driving, or in, a car, 
to avoid the major things, such as a fatal accident. After we had watched the different videos, and Dawn 
had explained in more detail what not to do when driving, she showed us what it was like to experience 
drunk driving. This was done by asking a few students to demonstrate using special ‘beer goggles’ and 
seeing if they could catch a ball (they couldn’t!). This clearly showed that if we couldn’t even catch a ball, 
how could we drive a car and be aware of everything going on.  
Overall we learnt that there are many issues to consider, not just for the driver of a car, but for the passen-
gers too. We recommend having a look at the website from Wasted Lives to find out more for yourself: 
www.wastedlives.co.uk  

http://www.wastedlives.co.uk
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LGBT+ History Month 
By Tamzin-Kay  

 
During the month of February 2018, Baines School celebrated its first LGBT+ themed month to coincide 
with the National LGBT+ History Month. Mr Thomas and Mrs Wild lead the school to organise clubs, form 
quizzes, treasure hunts and events over the month. Many clubs included the theme including STEM club, 
Euro club and the newly formed LGBT+ Lunchtime Discovery Club. The ILC showed some of the great nov-
els with LGBT+ themes.  
During the course of a fortnight, we were given a questionnaire sheet for a treasure hunt based on the his-
tory of the LGBT+ community. We were told to look around the school as all the answers were on posters 
on the walls. I won and got a rainbow wristband. As well as this, in form time we watched videos on “Why 
we need LGBT+ pride” and an animated LGBT+ film. At the end of the two weeks we had a form quiz. Eve-
ry classroom door in the school displayed the LGBT+ flags. It was so amazing to see how people could be 
so welcoming and open to how we feel as pupils about each other. Some people even felt comfortable 
enough to come out of the closet which is always great to see. This really showed how accepting our 
school can be.  



 

Salve! 
By Torah - Year 7 

 
We have had a very Greek year at Ancient History Club. We started with a study of the Siege of Troy, and 
designed our own Trojan horses. We decided to make them all resemble the design of Greek Triremes, the 
type of warships the Greeks would have destroyed to acquire the necessary materials.  
Once we had warmed up our creative minds we took on mosaics, looking at some ex-
amples found in modern Turkey, and creating our own imitating the Greek style. Of 
these the most notable would be the Attic Owls created by some of our year 7 girls. 
Then, as a break from all the crafting, we enjoyed taste testing an Ancient Greek diet, 
and learning about the importance of food in the ancient world. Much like how most of 
us today keep pets, the Greeks were fond of keeping bees in their gardens for a sup-
ply of valuable honey! More recently, the focus has been on ‘Myth and Pottery’, discov-
ering how Athenians dealt with Tyrants, and how stories were told, all whilst creating our own decorated 
Greek Amphora. It has been a fun year and the club has even picked up new members along the way, 
though we suspect that may be as a result of the cakes rather than the history! 

In History Club, we learn about Ancient History - the things we don't get 
to learn about in normal History lessons! We do fun projects all the time, 
like making Roman Castra, mosaics and food-tasting. We learn some-
thing new every week, like Latin words, and have loads of fun being crea-
tive. 
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Climate Change 
By Lucy —Year 9 

 
On Thursday 10th May, Mrs Mycock’s 9x1 class presented our climate change projects to several teach-
ers. We worked in pairs, small groups or on our own to create our projects. Within our work we looked at 
the causes, effects, evidence and responses to climate change as well as looking at how people view cli-
mate change. Our invited guests included all of Senior Leadership Team, the pastoral team and various 
other teachers. Many of us chose to bake cakes while others made models of volcanoes and the Maldives 
to represent climate change and where in the world is being most affected. I really enjoyed this work as it 
allowed me to not only carry out research on a current problem but to also express my creativity through 
the presentation of my project. 



 

Poetry in Motion 
By Mr Davies 

 
The English department-run Drama Club, who meet on Tuesdays after school, have been busy bringing 
one of the most famous war poems to life.  
Inspired by the Wilfred Owen World War One classic, Dulce et Decorum Est, the talented pupils have 
been using a range of techniques to dramatise the poem and to imagine the events that led the soldiers 
to face the horrors of the so-called ‘Great War’. 
Under the guidance of Mr and Mrs Davies, the budding actors scripted the short production and helped to 
direct it themselves. It tells the story of a young man who is persuaded to join up with his mates from his 
village, all with dreams of glory – who end up in a living nightmare of trench warfare, shell shock and 
mustard gas attacks. 
With the working title, ‘The Old Lie’ (based on a line from the poem), this work-in-progress is the latest 
project for Drama Club, made up of pupils from all year groups, who have had fun throughout the year 
honing their skills with a variety of fun and engaging tasks. Other projects have included freeze-framing, 
mime, short pieces based on former GCSE poems, and improvisations based on Anti-Bullying Week. 

Nepal 2017 
 
Once again we enjoyed a wonderful experience in Nepal last sum-
mer. We departed for a 12-day visit to Kathmandu and the Chitwan 
National Park in the Terai sub-tropical jungle region which is close to 
the Indian border. 10 Baines students took part in the visit which is 
organised jointly with St Mary Catholic Academy in Blackpool. We 
visited Buddhist and Hindu Temples and received many blessings 
from Hindu priests. We witnessed animal sacrifices which are still 
part of Nepali Hindu culture, and we rubbed shoulders with the holy 
men of Pashuputinath Temple which occupies the most sacred site 
for Hindu belief in Nepal. The focus of our visit was our work at Shub-
hakamana Academy in the Kathmandu valley. This is the school 
where our students deliver lessons in the classrooms to Nepali stu-
dents aged from 11- 16 years. As a result of our involvement at 
Shubhakama Academy over the years, our connections and support-
ers now sponsor 28 children who would not otherwise be able to af-
ford to attend school. These are orphans and children from the very 
poorest of backgrounds. 
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Year 10 Ski Trip 8th- 16th February Austria 
By Sithum   

 
This February I went on the Year 10 Ski Trip to Austria. We started off our long 8-day experience with 
the journey there, which itself felt like 8 days! We set off on Thursday 8th February and drove through the 
UK, France, the Netherlands, Germany and to our final destination of Austria. We arrived at around 2 pm 
on the 9th February. 
On our first day we admired the beautiful sights of Austria and the town of Werfenweng which was 
where we stayed. After settling into our warm rooms, we changed into more appropriate clothes for the 
temperature and set off for a walk. We started this off by releasing any excess energy we had by having 
possibly the best snowball fight in history! We then walked to Barbarahof, which is the place where we 
would be skiing for the next 5 days. The walk back was also fun as we were all still in love with the thick 
sheet of snow at the sides of the roads and ‘entertained’ ourselves with it.  
For the next 5 days we went to the slopes and skied in our 4 groups; these were grouped in skill with 1 
being the best and so on. Each day we would develop our skills by starting on the nursery slopes then 
progressing onto the blue, then red, then if you were skilled enough the black slopes. All of which were 
fun with amazing views of the area.  
Some of the best moments we had on the trip were during the evening trip to the spa and the after-meal 
entertainment. The spa is a public swimming pool that had multiple fun slides, a diving board and an out-
side pool which was amazing to be in as it snowed and it was hot so the atmosphere around it was 
steamy. It gave off an amazing feeling that if you want to feel you would have to experience it yourself 
which I highly recommend. The spa was so good that by popular demand from the students we went a 
second night. On the other days we went to a ski show where trained professionals showed off their ski-
ing and snowboarding skills which we would definitely not be able to do (except by Mr. Worth who our 
year found out was a skiing pro too). On the other nights we did a quiz night where we all got into teams 
and worked together to win. On the last night we had a disco where everyone got up and danced the 
night away, it was the perfect end to an even more perfect trip.  
We were sad to leave Austria on the Thursday as we had all had such a good time, but we had to and we 
went through the same journey in reverse,: Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, France and back home in 
the UK. The journey back was more fun as we all knew each other that extra bit more but I’d only criticise 
the bad McDonald’s in Germany that took an hour to get my order.  
I would definitely go again if given the opportunity. 



 

Year 10 Poland Trip – 27th-30th January  
By The RE Department.  

 
A group of our year 10 students went on a very busy trip to Poland. 29 stu-
dents and four staff spent four days in the beautiful city of Krakow. The stu-
dents enjoyed visiting the Old Town Square and souvenir shopping in the 
Cloth Hall before visiting the Wawel Cathedral and climbing the Sigisimund 
Bell Tower. The next day we were privileged to meet a survivor of the holo-
caust at the Galicia Museum who told us all about her experiences during the 
war, and after when she discovered that her parents had been murdered by 
the Nazis. We later visited a number of synagogues before moving on to the 
Schindler factory for a guided tour.  
The following day was the most important for our visit. We visited the 
Auschwitz/Birkenau former concentration camp which was a powerful and 
moving experience. The students were encouraged to reflect on the lessons 
of the past to build a better world for the future. 
Finally, on our last day we took a guided tour of the famous salt mine where 
everything surprisingly was made of salt. This visit to the salt mine rounded 
off our trip because shortly after we were airport bound. We had a great time 
in Poland and learned a lot. The students were a credit to Baines School. 
They have come back with some wonderful souvenirs and some real life les-
sons. 

Year 7 End of Season Rugby Trip 2018 
By The Year 7 Rugby Team 

 
The Year 7 end of season rugby trip to Fylde RFC was on Saturday 21st April. We met at school at 1pm. 
Mr Flynn drove the minibus with Mr Hartley. The students were amazed at the size of the pitch; it was 
huge compared to what we are used to. Although Fylde were beaten by a very talented Loughborough 
team, the 48 points difference was not a fair reflection of the game. It was good to see how professional 
rugby teams play and how we can use some of the tactics we saw in our future matches. We were all 
excited knowing we were going to see our idols play a match. We went to this match to be together for 
the last time this season (in our rugby team) until Year 8.  
Thank you Mr Flynn and Mr Hartley for organising the trip and for taking us. 
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Plenty of Planetarium Play 
By Mrs J Hutchinson 

 
Thanks to Lancaster University and The Ogden Trust, Baines students visited Hodgson School who were 
hosting the 360° Planetarium and tried out lots of physics experiments including the Whoosh bottle, the 
levitation demonstration, the Van der Graaf generator and many more.  
Our students thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon exploring the Universe and all of the Physics investiga-
tions. There were constellations and shooting stars, investigation of gravity and plenty of static electricity 
that made our hair stand on end… literally! 



 

The History Department 
By Mr T Paterson 

 
It has been a busy, productive and interesting year in the History department.  
Year 7 pupils began the year by studying their own history and creating a timeline of their lives so far. The 
pupils then embarked on a study of Medieval England and have covered diverse topics such as King John 
and the Magna Carta and King Henry VIII’s Reformation.  Recent debates have included, ‘Was King Hen-
ry VIII a star or a monster?’ and ‘Who gave Bloody Queen Mary her nickname?’. I was recently particularly 
impressed with the pupil’s insight into a comparison of two interpretations of the Peasants’ Revolt of 
1381.  
In Year 8 pupils have explored the English Revolution of the 17th century; the Native American Indians; 
and the crimes of Jack the Ripper, amongst many more.  One of the fascinating topics we studied this 
year is what Jack the Ripper may have looked like. Pupils were given witness statements from 1888 and 
had to piece together a profile of the type of person police should have been looking for. 
In Year 9 we have studied modern 20th century history by investigating the reasons for the Titanic disas-
ter of 1912; the causes, events and consequences of World War One; the significant events of the Rus-
sian Revolution of 1917; and dictatorships and the Holocaust. I was particularly impressed with a recent 
comparative piece of work where the pupils investigated the methods Goebbels and Himmler used in Na-
zi Germany to control the German population.  
In Year 10 pupils have been working hard studying towards their AQA GCSE qualification. They have 
completed units of work on America in the 20th century and the Korean and Vietnam Wars. At the time of 
writing they had just begun a unit on how health has 
changed in Britain since the Middle Ages.  
Year 11 pupils have now left us after completing their final 
examinations. The department wishes all GCSE History 
students success on results day in August after two years 
of hard work and effort. 
Finally, our A Level students continue to impress us with 
their hard work and independent study. Topics as diverse 
as modern German history and England under the rule of 
Oliver Cromwell during the Interregnum have all been re-
searched and investigated thoroughly. We wish all our 
Year 13 students success with their results in August and 
beyond. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 2018 
By Mrs K Johnson 
 
Bronze Award 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition season had a brilliant start with our training weekend at Dol-
phinholme. The weather was amazing and so were the students. Saturday was spent in camp learning 
cooking, camp-craft, country code and navigation skills. This was followed by team building tasks; the 
spiders web being the most popular and displaying the most team spirit. On Sunday the navigation skills 
were tested with short walks accompanied by staff. The weekend was also attended by six Gold D of E 
students, who taught the Bronze students skills as part of their training. A great weekend made even 
more special with the celebration of Millie’s birthday. 
 
Silver Award 
This year, on a very hot weekend, 10 pupils completed their practice expedition in the Yorkshire Dales. 
Both groups excelled and navigated some complicated routes. Their team spirit and excellent map skills 
were a huge contribution to a very successful expedition. Good luck for the final in the Lake District. 
 
Gold Award 
This year we have 6 students undertaking their Gold award. Five of them have completed their Bronze 
and Silver award through school. It has been fantastic to see the students develop and learn new skills 
throughout their D of E journey and become totally independent ready for their final Gold Challenge and 
some wild camping!! All their hard work was rewarded with a visit to Buckingham palace to be presented 
with their award by a member of the royal family. 
 
Buckingham Palace Reward Ceremony 
By Ellie  
 
In June 2017, Charlotte Hurt and I did our final Gold Duke of Edinburgh expedition on the Isle of Arran 
where it did nothing but rain for four days and we were eaten alive by midges.  All of that was worth it to 
visit Buckingham Palace. We got the chance to meet and talk with Prince Philip, wander around the gar-
dens and spot celebrities like Mary Berry and Paul Hollywood. Our certificates were presented by gold 
medal Paralympian Hannah Cockroft. 



 



 
Baines Girls – Race for Life 2018 
By Mrs Robinson 
 

On Wednesday 4th July, 83 females associated with Baines School took part in the Blackpool Race for Life held 
on the Promenade as part of team entry “Baines Girls”. Together we celebrated and remembered the lives of 
members of our school’s family and friends who are and have been affected by cancer. Blessed with fine 
weather, a clear blue sky and lots of supporters, the enthusiasm and excitement generated by the mass of fe-
males, and in particular “Baines Girls”, made it a perfect night to raise money for Cancer Research. 
As in previous years the girls taking part knew that it was not about the race, it was about life – celebrating 
what we have and supporting the research into cancer to secure brighter and healthier futures for everyone, in 
particular our school community and its families. Having said that we are super proud of Emma in Year 8 who, 
along with her friend, WON the Blackpool 5K Race for Life!!! Emma decided she just wanted to run faster than 
she did last year. She was not timing herself but got to the front and led the way, passing over the finishing 
line well ahead of those behind her! What a fantastic achievement for Emma!  
Baines Girls entered Race for Life for the first time in 2005 and we have entered a team every year since then. 
Over 2,000 females associated with the school have taken part and as a school we are extremely proud of the 
support that our girls give to the event and the monies raised to support the work of Cancer Research. 
Should you wish to make a contribution to the Baines Girls 2018 fundraising, please do so using the following 
link: 
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/team/baines-girls-2018 
We thank all our friends and families associated with the school who have supported any of our charity events 
this year without whose help none of our events would have been possible. 


