
 

Headteacher Update -  11th June 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Welcome back to the last half term. Year 11 and 13 students are in the thick of their external 
examinations and we are so pleased of the way they are still attending lessons for last minute 
knowledge gap and confidence filling. All other school year groups will have some end of year 
examinations this half term with Year 12’s sitting A Level standard and Year 10 sitting GCSE style 
examinations. These will be real learning experiences where both year groups will become fully 
aware of the step up to those qualifications. Please encourage all students to prepare and revise 
appropriately for the examinations. Every examination is a learning experience so those who do well 
should be reassured that they are on the right lines, but those who do not do as well as they had 
hoped, this is why we do exams. It helps them to know what is required and where their gaps are in 
terms of knowledge and technique. So we do not want any students becoming de-motivated as a 
result of exam results, we want them to develop resilience and determination that hard work will 
prevail in the end. 
 
Staffing changes: 
 
I would like to welcome Mrs Park to the Learning Support team. She has been working with us 
since February and I am pleased to confirm that she is now a fully established member of the team. 
Mrs Dawber (was Ms. Kasmir) returned after half term following maternity leave, I am sure you will 
all echo this warm welcome back to her too. 
 
You will be aware that a few staff have been away from school for a while, Mrs Barnsley (Science), 
Mr Farmer (Music) and Mr Houghton (Maths) have left the school to explore new ventures in their 
lives. I would like to thank them for their hard work and contributions to Baines School over the years 
and to wish them the very best for the future.  
 
As always in education, the end of the summer brings about some staffing changes. I will update you 
before the end of term about those who will be leaving and look forward to introducing you to the 
new staff in September. 
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Student Successes 

 
Callum Hunt Year 7 
 
On Saturday 19th May Callum has been awarded Blackpool Town FC Managers Footballer of the 
Year. 
 
Well done Callum on this fantastic achievement! 
 
Elliot Gabbitas Year 10 
 

Elliot attended the Press & Media launch of ICON at Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach. This is because he has worked hard over the 
last 2 years as a junior board member and was a VIP guest. He 
had a fantastic day. After registration & refreshments the media 
launch was held in the Globe Theatre which was attended by 
various people including the press, the Thompson family & 
Mack Rides who designed the ride & also own the Europa Park 
theme park. A video was shown of the construction and 
questions & answers were taken from the audience.  
 
This was followed by the official opening of the ride. Elliot 
particularly enjoyed seeing the ride completed as previously 
they had visited the site whilst it was being built.  

 
The ride cost £16.25 million and is a double launch ride with the same G-force levels as a formula 1 
car. It took 5 years to plan and 2 years to build. A second boost of speed launches riders to heights 
of 88.5 ft with drops of 82ft. Elliot went on the ride a number of times and said it was fantastic! 
He would recommend it to anyone who likes rides and said it is similar to Cheetah Chase at Busch 
Gardens. Another perk of the day was that his photograph appeared in the Sun newspaper! 
 
Daniel Coppen Year 10 
 
The photograph below shows Daniel Coppen in Year 10 about to take off as part of a flying 
experience day at RAF Leeming. The flight of around 35 minutes included about 10 -15 minutes of 
aerobatics and about 15 minutes when Daniel was able to take control and actually fly the plane. 
 
Daniel has been very active in the Air Cadets since joining in Year 8. Earlier this year Daniel was 
awarded the 1301 Fleetwood squadron Cadet of the Year for his all-round achievements including 
academic advancement, shooting, attendance, adventure training, community involvement and 
making the most of his opportunities. His award was presented by serving RAF Squadron Leader 
Chris Moon (a former cadet at the squadron). A fantastic achievement Daniel, well done. 
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Freya Coppen Year 11 

Freya Coppen represented Cumbria and Lancashire Wing at 
the North Region Annual Athletics competition on 3rd June.  
 
She won a silver medal in the Junior Women’s High Jump 
competition and this helped the Cumbria and Lancashire Wing 
win the competition for the first time. This was just 2 weeks 
after earning her third Wing Blue by gaining gold for the third 
year running in the Wing championship.  

 
 
Sporting Results 
 
Lancashire Schools Athletics Championships 
 
Mrs Blackwell and Mr Vernon who are the Wyre District team managers wish Emily Balshaw (Year 
10), James Smith (Year 10), and Charlotte Jones (Year 9) good luck. The three students are 
representing the Wyre district at the Lancashire Schools Athletics Championships at Stanley Park on 
Saturday. This event follows on from their previous success that I wrote about in the last update. All 
three athletes will be trying to achieve the qualification times to be selected for the English Schools 
Championships in Birmingham in July of this year. 
 
Year 7 Rounders  
 
The Year 7 team have had a fantastic start to the season and are so far un-defeated. Recent results 
are: Baines 15 - Rossall 9.5 and Baines 11 - Fleetwood 7.5. 
 
Year 10 Rounders 
The Year 10 rounders team have also had recent matches. Unfortunately, they lost against Rossall 
but the match against Fleetwood was an exciting nail-biter. The match had an exciting atmosphere 
with Baines finishing as the winners after scoring on the very last bat of the match. Player of the 
game Jordanna Williams against Rossall and Poppy Hughes against Fleetwood. 
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Year 10 Football  
 
The Year 10 football team played in the semi-final of the cup against Montgomery on Tuesday 22nd 
May at Pool Foot Farm. The score was 3-3 at the end of full time with two goals from Will McDonald 
and one from Harry Bailey.  The game went straight to penalties where Baines lost in sudden death. 
The boys played really well and showed good determination and commitment. It has been a long 
season and they have had many successes. We would like to wish Montgomery all the best for the 
final.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charity Fundraiser – Superhero Day  
 
Baines School had a successful Fundraising Charity Event of 
'Wear your own Trainers' to school, in support of the Rock 
FM's Superhero Day.  
 
A grand total of £280 was raised!  
 
Well done to everyone involved! 
 

Biology Revision Master Class 

On Sunday 10th June, 30 Year 11 students attended a Biology 
GCSE revision master class to help them feel extra-prepared for 
the tough paper 2 today (Monday).  Biology took over the art block 
and between breaks for biscuits and pizza, we covered the whole 
of specification for paper 2, which was no mean feat.  We were 
able to complete our final preparation for questions that might 
come up and review fully the required practicals that are always 
tested.  5 hours of intense study later, all areas of the specification 
had been covered and students were clear on what was to be 
expected the next day and some had a list of the few things that 
they needed to review just before the exam. 
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Mrs Tilley reported what an absolute privilege it has been to have able to teach our year 11 biologists.  
Their work ethic has been second to none and it has been a pleasure to have helped them develop 
into keen biologists, with more students than ever before considering biology for future study.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh – Silver 
 
On the 18th May we began our practice silver Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition in the Yorkshire 
Dales. We walked approximately 20km per day which took around 8 hours and we did this for 3 
days. We had to navigate ourselves to the checkpoints, trying not to get too lost! We were really 
lucky as the weekend was very hot- unusual when living in the UK! The weather made it much easier 
to pitch and pack our tents away and it was good not to have to cook in the rain. The weekend taught 
us about teamwork, perseverance and determination and we are hoping our luck will continue when 
we do our final expedition in July. This will be taking place in the Lake District and fingers crossed the 
weather will be nice again!    

Report by Alice Hurt Year 10 
 
 

Year 7 Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) 
 
Dr. Seuss — 'The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the 
more places you'll go.' 
 
Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) got off to a great start on Monday 4th June for Year 7 pupils with 
the majority of pupils bringing in reading material to read for 20 minutes of their period 1 lesson on 
Monday. To fulfill our 'We are Reading' pledge, Baines has introduced DEAR to current year 7 
to encourage more reading for pleasure and to enrich the learning of our students. Reading plays a 
vital role in the development of a child's education, but particularly with their understanding of a much 
wider range of vocabulary. This is also being supported with the use of 'Word of the Week' to help 
create 'word rich' students across Baines School. 

 
 

Class Charts 
 
Hopefully you are aware that we are trying to improve the homework provision and the way 
students complete learning outside of lessons. We also want to provide more creative opportunities 
within homework and communicate better with our parents the homework that your son/daughter 
receives. We are now using Class Charts to log homework. All pupils and most parents by now 
should have received their logins. 
 
To date most pupils in years 7-10 have created their account and use the new system to manage 
their homework. Below are the percentages of students who are now regularly engaging with this: 
 
Y7: 78% 
Y8: 82% 
Y9: 70% 
Y10: 65% 
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Y12: 40% 
 
If your child has yet to create their account, please encourage them to do so as this will help them to 
manage their homework. If they do not have access to technology at home, please ask them to 
discuss with their form tutor as we can help them access Class Charts at school. If they cannot find 
their login details they should ask for this from our Front Office. 
 
Hopefully all parents will have received logins by the end of this week. If this hasn’t happened, please 
contact the Front Office from Monday 18th June onwards. Around a quarter of our parents now use 
Class Charts to monitor their child's homework. More parents of boys use this system than parents 
of girls. Please support the school and your child by monitoring not only the homework through Class 
Charts but by discussing learning and homework with your child to encourage them to complete 
work to the best of their ability. 
 
Race for Life 

  
We are planning to enter the Race for Life as usual this year which will be our 13th year of entry as 
Baines Girls. This year's race is on Wednesday 4th July at 7pm on Blackpool Promenade.  
We want to encourage girls to run, jog, walk the event with the focus being on participation. 
Mrs Robinson led two special assemblies just before half term to launch the Baines Race 4 Life 2018. 
Entry forms were given out and these need returning to Mrs Robinson as soon as possible, along 
with the registration fee. The registration fee is £10.00 for those aged 15 and under and £14.99 for 
those who are 16+. 
 

Here's hoping we can put together the biggest team ever and raise a lot of money for Cancer 
Research UK. Please keep the date free in your diary. 
 
Sixth Form leavers assembly and meal 

On Friday 25th May, Year 13 celebrated the end of their journey in 
Sixth Form and time at Baines. Many of our students have been 
part of the Baines community since the age of 11 and the day was 
an opportunity to celebrate and wish our students every success 
in the many varied paths they are taking. 
 
In the morning there was a leavers assembly with an opportunity 
to thank those who have made a massive contribution to our 
school over the years. The morning finished with food and 
opportunities for photographs. 
 
In the evening the Sixth Formers arranged a meal and celebration 
at the Cartford Inn. The meal was well attended by both students 
and staff and was a fitting end to A Level studies. 
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We wish each and every student in the Sixth Form all the very best for the future. They will always 
remain part of the Baines community! 
 
 
Upcoming events for Year 12 

Academic Year 2017/2018 
Half Term 6  
Individual careers guidance with external provider 
Introduction to UCAS and the process  
EPQ Launch  
End of Year exams  
One to one meetings with Mrs Dawber/Mr Egan  
Registration on UCAS  
Head Boy and Girl interviews  
Personal statement/letter of application workshop  
Confirm Work experience placement with school  
Application for employment workshop 
Work experience  
Back in school  
End of year trip to ‘Level’ in Preston  
‘Fun’ Day (Sports Day)  

 
5th June  
6th June  
6th June  
W/C 11th June 
W/C 11th June  
13th and 20th June  
20th June  
27th June  
2nd July  
3rd July  
W/C 9th July  
W/C 16th July  
16th July  
17th July* 

 
 
Summer Creative Arts Evening – Wednesday 11th July, 7pm 
 
On Wednesday 11th July, we will hold our first Creative Arts Evening at which we will feature 
students and their work from across the Creative Arts faculty.  The main feature of the evening will 
be a concert featuring our school music ensembles, but we will also feature dance, drama and musical 
theatre items.  The concert will start at 7pm, although parents, family and friends are encouraged to 
arrive early to view our Creative Arts gallery.  Tickets will be available on the door (£3 adults, £2 
children/concessions). 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you 
spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution 
to our school.  We now have over £80.00 raised for school. Please continue to support us by sharing 
the link with family and friends for online purchases. If you book a holiday online through this site, 
then the amount donated to the school is likely to rise quite quickly. 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 Wednesday 13th June – Year 5 Moving Up Evening for all our local primary schools. 
 Monday 18th June – Year 12 Information Evening 5pm 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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 Wednesday 20th June – Year 10 GCSE Geography Field Trip 
 Thursday 21st June – Year 10 GCSE Geography Field Trip 
 Bikeathon – leaves Baines Friday 22nd June and returns to the Prom on Sunday 24th June 
 Wednesday 4th July – Race for Life 
 Thursday 5th July Year 6 Pre-admission Evening  
 Friday 6th July – Year 6 Induction Day 
 Monday 9th July – Celebration of Achievement 7pm 
 Wednesday 11th July – Summer Creative Arts Concert 
 Thursday 12th July – Year 11 Leavers Ball, Imperial Hotel, Blackpool 
 Thursday 19th July – School closes for summer holidays at 1pm, the school buses have been 

arranged for this time. 

Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school, we are always proud to hear 
about the things our students achieve in and outside of school. 

Nil Sine Labore 

 
 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 


