
Former Pupils Association  

Update Summer 2018 

 

Dear Member of the Baines FPA, 
 
It is my great honour to be the 2018/19 President of the FPA which is such a valued part of the Baines 
School legacy. I am writing to give all members an update regarding the events that have been held so far 
and future developments the FPA are planning. We really hope many of you will continue to be involved and 
others may be persuaded to join in the activities too. We are always happy for new members to join and also 
to suggest new social events or ways to get involved. 
 
I must thank George Thompson for his presidency last year. He welcomed me and helped me to settle in to 
my first year, as did the committee. Here are some of the events since September 2017. 
 
September 2017 – Opening of the James Baines Rose Garden 
 

           

As part of the 300th Anniversary celebrations a group of students led by 
Mr Hallsworth (science teacher) designed and built the Baines Rose 
Garden. We had a species of rose named the James Baines rose, and 
three were planted to represent each of the Baines Schools. It was a 
wonderful ceremony with the Mayor of Poulton-le-Fylde and Muriel 
Ryding (Former Headteacher) as special guests.    

  

 

 



Baines Open Day 

In November 2017, we held an Open Day at the school to 
celebrate the 300th Anniversary of the school. It was a wonderful 
event and many Former Pupils attended the day to look at the 
photographs on display in the hall.  
 

We wanted to encourage a 
day for all – current students and staff, former students, 
staff and friends of Baines. We started the day with a fun 
run and many people looked at the display in the hall. 
During the evening we were treated to ‘an Evening of 
Music and Memories’ where former pupils, staff and 
current members of the Baines community all joined 
together. 
 

It was a very special moment for me, as the new Headteacher 
to be in the same room as two predecessor Headteachers 
(Muriel Ryding and Brian Wilson) and to hear stories about 
Baines School. We were treated to musical items from current 
and former staff and students.   

 

The Christmas lunch in December 2017 was another well attended event held at Singleton 
Lodge. A lovely meal, made all the more special with a rousing rendition of the Baines School 
Song at the end. 

In March 2018 we held the Annual General Meeting and Dinner.  

This was well attended with 50 guests and George Thompson 
handed me the Presidency for 2018/19. It was a most enjoyable 
evening, meeting former pupils and staff. Toby Dixon a Year 11 boy 
played the piano during the evening (a special thank you to the FPA 
for paying for the piano for being re-conditioned). The raffle was a 
highlight of the night, lots of fun prizes to win. I must personally thank 
the members of the committee for organising the event, invites, bar, 
special guests and the school canteen staff for the lovely food. I hope 
many more of you will join us next year. 

 

 



Committee Members 2018/19 

Committee M Ardron  P Bamber  S Croft  

  G Fretwell  I Miller   P Parkinson 

  A Robins  D Stead  B Swire 

  G Denner  N Palfreyman R Wright 

  J Spencer  A Roscoe  G Hill 

  A Chapman  M Ryding 

A special thank you to Paul Bamber who is doing a fantastic job as the Secretary, to Mick Baron 
for being the Treasurer, to Geoff Denner for looking after the Stafford Memorial Trust and to 
everyone who organises the different social events.  

St George’s Day Meal 

Another nice event was held on Thursday 19th April where the meal was held at Singleton 
Lodge, with FPA members and friends. The three course meal was delicious, with Geoff Denner 
having selected all my favourite foods, especially cheesecake for dessert. 

We have a number of summer events planned and hope you will be able to attend some of them. 
If you are interested in attending any of the events, please contact the person who organises each 
one for more details / to book a place. 

Summer events: 

Golf – 27th June at Ashton and Lea Golf Club, Preston (followed by a meal). Please contact Paul 
Bamber for details 

Crown Green Bowling – Golden Ball PH at Pilling on 29th June 2018.  Members, wives, partners and 
girlfriends are all welcome to join in this fun evening.  Bowling to be followed by a meal of Salmon or 
Gammon followed by Apple pie and Ice Cream.  Cost £12.50 per head. 
 
BBQ – Saturday 18th August to be held at Baines School starting at 12.30pm. This event is 
organised as a Jacob’s join where everyone brings something (a list is drawn up to prevent 
duplication) and then the total cost of all the food together is worked out and shared by the number 
of people attending. (Meat is usually provided centrally). All are welcome, please contact Mike 
Ardron no later than 19th July so that he can organise the food list. 

The School Summer Creative Arts Concert is being held on Wednesday 7th July at 7.00pm in 
the Main School Hall. Our new Head of Creative Arts, Rob Shillitoe is a former Head Boy 
(2004/5) at Baines and this will be the first concert he has organised since joining the staff in 
January 2018. Tickets can be purchased from the school or on the night priced at £3.(This will 
give you the opportunity to hear the new PA system that the FPA paid for) 



Website and Living Archive Project 

To celebrate the history of the school, Muriel Ryding and a few other members of the Baines community 
had the idea to create a living archive of our school. Following the Baines Open Day in November, it was 
wonderful to see so many photographs and memorabilia, many have been stored in the Preston Archives 
in order to preserve them from damage. There are also many editions of the Poultonian which is a strong 
record of the ‘Life of Baines’ at the time.  
 
Muriel has been working with the ***** to help us put together a bid for funding to support the 
development of this living archive. We will keep you updated about the progress of this exciting project. 
The aim is to celebrate the history of the school but also as an inter-generational project where people of 
all ages will work together to create to share stories and learn about our school, as well as keeping a 
record of the recent Baines developments so that it is a continuous record of our school. 
 
We have the start of the archive as a website, it is live on line at www.bainesschool300.org.uk so please 
do have a look at it. 
Gifts to the School 

I want to write a special thank you on behalf of the school to the FPA for the gifts they give to the 
school. These are all really appreciated and funds special things that the school might not normally 
be able to.  
Recent gifts to the school include:  

 Commemorative coins to celebrate the 300th Anniversary 
 The staff and governor photo board at the entrance into the school 
 Funding to support the Nepal Visits (from the F J Stafford Memorial Fund) 
 Re-conditioning of the grand piano 
 Funding the setup of the ‘Baines Living Archive’ website 
 Purchasing and fitting of a new PA system in the main school hall 

 
Many thanks to Dr Alan Christie and ***** for their interest in the school organ. There has been a 
group of FPA members who have committed to pay for a professional survey to see how much it 
will cost to fully restore the organ back to working order. We hope to commission this survey during 
July after the examination season, when the hall will be available again. We will let you know the 
result of this survey. 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
We have a link to the charity School Angel, where any online purchases you make through the link 
on the main Baines School website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. 
This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to 
our school.  We now have just over £70.00 raised for school. I hope you may be able to support by 
using the link when you purchase online and please share the link with family and friends for online 
purchases. https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Commemorative Coin 

You may remember that the FPA donated money in order to have some 300th Anniversary commemorative 
coins. All of the students and staff received a coin. We have around 30 coins left and are offering them on a 
first come basis to members of the FPA. If you would like a coin, please email the FPA at the special FPA 

http://www.bainesschool300.org.uk/
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html


email address (you will find this at the bottom of this update). We will send you a coin, but unfortunately, 
once they are gone, they are gone! 
 
School Organ 
 
Some members of the FPA (Dr Christy and Alan Dronsfield) have expressed a keenness at seeing the school 
organ restored to full working order.  As a starting point a survey should be commissioned to establish its 
condition.  Alan Dronsfield has offered a donation of £150.00 to be put towards the cost of such survey.  
 
The committee expressed thanks to Dr Christy and AD for their efforts so far and agreed unanimously to 
commission a survey and accept AD’s kind offer of a donation.   
 
Future event – Celebrating the year of 1978 when girls were first admitted to Baines School, Saturday 
13th October 2018 
 
The next academic year 2018/19 is the 40th Anniversary of Baines School becoming co-educational and 
welcoming the first group of girls into the school. To celebrate we are hoping to contact as many people 
from that year group and invite them to the school to meet up and celebrate. The event will be social 
gathering on Saturday 13th October and we will welcome any former pupils, staff and friends of Baines to 
join us. There will be food and tickets will go on sale (just enough to cover costs) early in September. 
 
Keeping in Touch 
 
We have a specific email address for the Former Pupils Association and are hoping to increase 
communications via email. If you wish to contact us, please email us at FPA@baines.lancs.sch.uk . Please 
pass on to anyone who may wish to join the FPA, membership of the FPA is by annual subscription (£10 
per member, per year) and this covers the cost of communication and subsidises the Annual Dinner. The 
funding also donates a little to the school every year so that the current pupils, school and community may 
benefit. This is really appreciated by the school. 
 
Thank you for being a member of the FPA, please do keep us informed about your news, we always like to 
hear and share stories from our Former Pupils. 
 

Alison Chapman 

FPA President 2018/19 

 

mailto:FPA@baines.lancs.sch.uk

