
 

Headteacher Update -  21st May 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
This is the last Headteacher update for this half term, and you will see it is a bumper issue with lots 
of information and celebrating a full range of successes. As we move towards our final half term, we 
have started to plan the enrichment events at the end of term. Last week our healthy school 
ambassadors served free tasters – salmon cutlets to students (most thought these were delicious) so 
will hopefully be positive about choosing the healthy option when these are on the menu. 
 
Star of the Week Awards  

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 
 

Student Successes 
 
RAF Leeming Special Event – Elliot Gabbitas Year 10 and Kieran Hancox Year 9 

 
 
We were really impressed that Elliot and Kieran had 
the fantastic opportunity to attend a special flying 
day at RAF Leeming. Both boys spent a large part 
of the day flying in a RAF training aircraft. They 
spent most of the time in the air flying the plane 
themselves and completed barrel rolls, a loop and 
even flew upside down! They also spoke to a Hawk 
pilot by radio whilst flying.  
 

Harley Gracie Year 7 
Harley-Jack has recently performed music at the 
Rosehaven Care Home and The Hospice. Such 
contributions are really important as they impact so 
positively on the lives of people in our community. We 
are really pleased that Harley continues to develop his 
performance skills but he also gives back to others. 
Well done and thank you Harley. 
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Ben Lloyd Year 9 - Cricket 
 
Ben Lloyd has been picked for the Fylde District Under 15s Cricket Squad which is a great 
achievement. We look forward to reporting on match results in future updates. 
 
Lancashire Athletics Championships 
 
Three of our students competed in the Lancashire Athletics Championships at Blackburn on Saturday 
12th and Sunday 13th May. 
 
Emily Balshaw (Year 10) became the Lancashire Champion in the Inter Girls 3000m with a personal 
best time of 11.11 minutes. Charlotte Jones (Year 9) gained third place in the Junior Girls Hammer 
with a throw of 32.06m, and James Smith made the final in the Inter Boys 800m, running a personal 
best time of 2.09 minutes. 
 
All three athletes will be competing for Wyre in the Lancashire Schools Championship at Stanley 
Park on the 9th June. We wish them all the best in this competition and in their remaining seasons. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rounders results 
 
The Year 9 rounders team won a tightly fought match against Garstang 19.5-18.5. 
 
The Year 10 team won their game also against Garstang 22-8. Well done to all who took part and 
represented school. 
 
Year 7 DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) Project  
 
As you are aware, we are trying to promote a love of reading for all students. There is clear evidence 
that students who regularly read (different types of texts) further develop their reading ages and 
ability to understand vocabulary at GCSE level.  We are participating in the Lancashire project, ‘We 
are Reading’. From September 2018, all pupils in Year 7 and 8 will be taking part in Drop Everything 
and Read (DEAR). For 20 minutes once a week, learning will take on the form of the students reading 
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independently to develop reading skills, but more importantly, to foster a love of reading that is so 
vital to a young person’s academic and social development. 
In order to embed this into the routines of our Year 7 pupils, we will be implementing DEAR in the 
final half term of this academic year, starting on Monday 4th June. Please discuss this with your child 
and encourage them to have their reading book with them every day so that it becomes part of 
the essential school equipment, alongside pens, pencils, ruler and planner. 
 
The development of a reading culture within Baines School is something that we are excited about 
and we hope that, with your continued support, reading becomes a key part of our students’ weekly 
learning. 
 
 
Year 11 Update 
 
As we reach the remaining weeks for our Year 11 students we would like to thank parents and carers 
for all the help and support that they have given to the school and their children during the past five 
years. The external exams are the culmination of 5 years’ hard work and effort that would be almost 
impossible to negotiate without your help. Thanks must also go to the students who have enjoyed a 
positive and productive school career.  This year in particular has been a busy year and the students 
are to be congratulated on their hard work and mature approach to their final exams; they have been 
a pleasure to teach and they leave Baines with our best wishes for the future.   With exams now in 
full flow after half term, Year 11 students will be expected to attend every lesson for which they still 
have an exam. Students will be able to choose to go to their normal lessons for which their exams 
have already been completed so that they can revise for other subjects.  If not, they are free to be at 
home during those times. Students must not be on the school site unsupervised, but will be most 
welcome to study in their timetabled rooms. They must also make sure that they sign in and out at 
the Front Office if they choose to have time off-site. This is for health and safety purposes.  The 
GCSE exam period for our students officially ends on Thursday 21st June 2018, but this may be 
earlier depending on your child’s individual exam timetable, of which they have a copy. However, 
some BTEC qualifications run until 30th June and students will be expected in lessons until they have 
completed the qualification.    
The Year 11 Prom will be held on the 12th July at the Imperial Hotel and students will shortly be 
receiving their invitations.   
GCSE results day is Thursday 23rd August 2018. Results are available from 9am onwards in the 
main school hall, should you or your child not be able to collect them you may nominate another 
adult but we must be in receipt of a permission letter which is signed by the student in advance. 
We are not able to give out results over the telephone.  
 
We will be celebrating GCSE achievements at a Year 11 GCSE Awards Evening to be held in school 
in November, further details will be sent nearer the time. Your child will be presented with their 
examination certificates and any school awards they have received at this event. We encourage all 
students and parents/carers to attend this celebration event. 
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Year 13 Update 
 
The final A-level examinations are now in full swing and we are here to support the students through 
these. During the exam period, the Sixth Form ILC will remain open. Students are more than welcome 
to use the ILC for revision. If and when possible, both Mrs Johnson and Mr Egan will be available for 
support and after half term Mrs Dawber (was Kasmir) will return and she will have some time in the 
Sixth Form too. 
 
Examination results will be available on Thursday 16th August. Students will be able to collect their 
results from 9.am. During the morning staff will be available for guidance and support in light of 
results.  
 
The final assembly for Year 13 is on Friday 25th May. Students will be expected to attend period 1 
to 2. Following on from this there will be a leavers’ assembly and buffet. This will be a final 
opportunity where the year group will all be together and for staff and students to wish each other 
well and celebrate the last two years. In the evening there will be a meal and celebration at the 
Cartford Inn; staff and students are invited. 
 
On behalf of the Governors and staff we thank you as parents and carers for your support during the 
last 2 years and to all students we wish them all the best in their future aspirations.  We thank our 
Year 13 students for the many contributions that they have made to the life of the school throughout 
their time at Baines and hope to hear of their future successes and to share them with you. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 

 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition season had a brilliant start with our training weekend at 
Dolphinholme. The weather was amazing and so were the students. Saturday was spent in camp 
learning cooking, camp-craft, country code and navigation skills. This was followed by team building 
tasks, the spiders web being the most popular and displaying the most team spirit. On Sunday the 
navigation skills were tested with short walks accompanied by staff. The weekend was also attended 
by six Gold DofE students, who taught the Bronze students skills as part of their training. A great 
weekend made even more special with the celebration of Millie Mayes’ birthday. 
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GCSE Pod 
 
GCSEpod continues to be a popular resource for students in Years 10 and 11 with nearly 14,000 
pods now used by our students! There are only 23 students in Year 10 who have not yet activated 
their account; please have a chat with your child to make sure that they have been able to access this 
fantastic resource and talk to them about how it works. 
 
Sixth Form Bikeathon for Teenage Cancer Trust 
 
The annual Coast to Coast Bike Ride in aid of the Teenage Cancer Trust 
is now in the final planning stages and some former pupils will be 
joining our Year 12 students in cycling from Bridlington to Blackpool 
between Friday 22nd June and Sunday 24th June.  
 
Students (and teachers) are training hard and local companies are again 
supporting us in maximising the amount raised; Bowker Haulage from Preston have donated a 
vehicle to transport all of our bikes and luggage to Bridlington free of charge for another year and 
they have been fantastic supporters over many years. We really appreciate this support. 
 
Over the years, Baines students have raised over £100,000 for Cancer Charities by riding their bikes 
and we are hopeful that this year's ride will be the best yet. We will publish the details of how to 
donate through future newsletters and via the main school and Baines Bikeathon Facebook pages 
and are aiming to beat the total from last year that reached over £9,000.00! 
 
No Hands Up Policy – teaching and learning 
 
During this half-term we have launched a No Hands Up policy for questioning sessions in lessons. 
The aim of this approach is to ensure that all pupils are expected to be thinking of responses and 
to offer meaningful and considered contributions. Students who might have previously put up their 
hands quickly to offer a response have been encouraged to think how they may deepen and 
communicate their point (rather than putting up their hands sooner) and all students have learned 
that they must always offer their thinking. 
We will continue to adopt this approach which encourages participation from all and allows targeted 
questioning from our teachers.  
 
Homework 
 
Throughout this academic year we have been listening to the views of pupils and parents on 
homework in addition to our own regular monitoring.  
 
You will be aware that we have purchased Class Charts to help us to better communicate the 
homework that teachers set for pupils and the resources that we provide to support pupils in 
producing their best homework.  
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All pupils received their login details for Class Charts earlier in this half term. Parents/carers of pupils 
in Years 7 and 10 have been sent their login details.   Login details for parents/carers of Years 9 and 
12 will be posted out shortly too.  
We are grateful for your support and patience in rolling out this new online tool and we hope that it 
is allowing you all to better see the homework that has been set.  
 
Currently Class Charts communicates homework and we hope that we will be able to use Class 
Charts from September to celebrate students’ contributions and achievements.  
 
Alongside purchasing Class Charts we have also reviewed the homework policy and produced a 
guidance booklet. Our Student Council are looking at our updated Homework Guidance and we will 
send this information to you in the next half term.  
 
Survey 
 
Thanks to all of our parents/carers who responded to our recent survey request. We are currently 
reading through the responses you kindly offered and are considering any ways we can improve in 
response to your feedback. We will update you in a future newsletter about ‘You said…, We did…’ 
 
Year 5 Moving up evenings 
 
Over the last four weeks we have welcomed over 80 Year 5 pupils and their families from our local 
feeder schools for an evening at Baines. The aim of these evenings was to provide information about 
life at Baines when the school is quiet. This has enabled families to ask questions and is more of a 
personalised evening than our fantastic Open Evening.  Our Year 7 and Year 10 pupils have been 
great ambassadors, as you’d expect and we look forward to meeting the families again in September 
if not before. We have one final evening on Wednesday 13th June. 
 
VISIT TO LONDON - Sunday 12th October- Monday 13th October 2018  
 
We are proposing to run an exciting overnight visit to London for students currently in Year 8. 
Amongst the many highlights of this trip will be a visit to St Paul’s Cathedral, the Central London 
Mosque in Regents Park, The Imperial War Museum and, perhaps best of all, we’ll be seeing one of 
the top shows in London’s West End.  
 
The trip will support work in both Religious Studies and History, as students move on to their GCSE 
courses.  We will be travelling to London by coach and we will be staying in the Meininger Hyde Park 
Hotel which is designed especially for youth groups. The trip is fully inclusive of all entrance fees and 
evening meals, as well as breakfast in the hotel, and the total cost is £175. Numbers will be limited 
to 40 places on this visit. The trip will be led by Mrs Wild and accompanied by other members of staff 
from school.  
 
The visit will give students an excellent first hand insight into the diverse cultures of our vibrant 
capital. Each of the locations visited will involve the students in different workshop style activities 
which will help them to gain a better understanding of the significance of each site. 
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This is the first time Baines School has organised a trip of this sort to London and we are very excited 
about getting as many students involved as possible.  
 
If you would like your child to be considered for a place on the above trip, please complete the reply 
slip, with a deposit of £50 and return it to Mrs Wild by Friday 15th June. Letters available from RE 
teachers.  Payment of a deposit is understood as an expression of interest, and does not guarantee 
a place on this trip. If a place is not offered, then the full deposit will be refunded. If more than 40 
students express an interest, a ballot will take place. If you have any questions about this trip, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mrs Wild at school or via email swd@baines.lancs.sch.uk.   
 
Race for Life 
 
We are planning to enter the Race for Life as usual this year which will be our 13th year of entry as 
Baines Girls. This year's race is on Wednesday 4th July at 7pm on the promenade.  
We are currently waiting to hear from Race for Life regarding the group entry process which we 
would like to make as easy as possible so that as many females and boys under 12 who are 
associated with our school can take part. 
The registration fee is £10.00 for those aged 15 and under and £14.99 for those who are 16+. 
We will let you know as soon as registration details have been confirmed by Race for Life. 
Here's hoping we can put together the biggest team ever and raise a lot of money for Cancer 
Research UK. Please keep the date free in your diary. 
 
GDPR – Data Protection 
 
You may be aware that there are some new rules coming into place regarding data protection and 
how companies can use the information they gather. I am pleased that Baines School already uses 
an ‘adopt in’ process when registering for the school and signing the data agreement form. We have 
been using the Lancashire guidelines and in time we will have new forms signed, that have additional 
information. We will be putting a new updated privacy policy on our website in preparation for the 
changes. I can also reassure you that all of the companies we work with where data is shared or 
used, are all GDPR compliant. 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you 
spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution 
to our school.  We now have over £70.00 raised for school. Please continue to support us by sharing 
the link with family and friends for online purchases. If you book a holiday online through this site, 
then the amount donated to the school is likely to rise quite quickly. 
 

 

 

mailto:swd@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Forthcoming Events:  

 Tuesday 22nd May - Harry Potter Event in the ILC 
 Friday 25th May – Year 11 & 13 Leavers’ Assembly and Year 13 Leavers Meal in the evening. 
 Friday 25th May – school closed for half term at the end of the day (2.50pm) 
 Monday 4th June – School re-opens following half term 
 Wednesday 13th June – Year 5 Moving Up Evening 
 Wednesday 20th June – Year 10 GCSE Geography Field Trip 
 Thursday 21st June – Year 10 GCSE Geography Field Trip 

Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school, we are always proud to hear 
about the things our students achieve in and outside of school. 

I hope you have a wonderful half term holiday and we look forward to all of our students returning 
on Monday 4th June, excited for the last seven weeks of learning and activities. 

Nil Sine Labore 

 
 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 


