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Headteacher Update -  23rd March 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
It is the end of a short but busy term and I hope the students have a lovely Easter break, and 
come back ready to really show excellent learning behaviours and enthusiasm for their 
learning. Yesterday we rehearsed the lockdown drill and the students were absolutely 
fantastic in how they conducted themselves. 
 
I understand there is still an issue with regards to the amount of homework being set. We 
are going to be working hard to improve the situation next term. Our Learning Gateway 
system is clunky and the licence was due for renewal. So instead of signing up for another 
three years, we are moving to a more user-friendly system called Class Charts. Due to the 
short turnaround time regarding the need to launch Class Charts, I hope you will a little patient 
as we introduce it over the next half term. The students will receive a log on during the first 
two weeks after Easter but due to data protection rules, it will take longer to distribute the 
log-ins to parents and carers. We will be releasing a timetable for the implementation after 
Easter. You will be able to see homework that is set through the student APP until you receive 
your personalised log in. Please be patient with us, I feel it is better we move to the new 
system with a stepped approach to introduction rather than 3 years with a system that 
doesn’t have as many useful features. 
 
In response to feedback from parents/carers as well as staff and pupils we will be launching 
Class Charts in the next half-term.  Class Charts will allow teachers to set homework in more 
creative ways and it allows us to communicate better with you the homework that has been 
set. This replaces the Learning Gateway. Class Charts will also allow you to monitor the 
rewards given to your child(ren) for excellent work and effort. Parent and pupil apps are 
available to download for Apple & Android devices and you can access information 
online. Your child will bring a letter home during the first week of the new term with additional 
information. They will also receive a code to access their account during form time.  
 
We will also be issuing an updated homework guidance booklet in the next half-term.  
 
I am hoping that parent and carers will support us in maintaining the high standards of 
uniform. Our Baines uniform is extremely smart and the students wear it with pride. Some 
students have started to let standards slip recently with trainers, jewellery, piercings and 
make up that is not subtle, including for some false nails and fake eyelashes. Our uniform 
standards are clearly listed on the school website and it is important that we maintain these 
high standards. Thank you for reinforcing this with the students. 
 
So finally, this is a different update. Instead of hearing from me, it is a round up from the 
Houses and Year groups. You will read about the many fantastic successes, we really do 
have amazing students and we are proud of them. Congratulations! 
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Founders House Update 
Founders’ House have been trying to maintain their excellent attendance records this term by 
ensuring they attend school each and every day.  
 
The Founders’ House stars this half term are Domi Saccomanno, Danny Bee, Elliott Fielding, 
Ben Bleakley, Charlize Saxon, Saffron Kelton, Archie Dow and Lizzy Cavanagh. They have all 
been rewarded for various successes from working hard to going the extra mile to help 
someone.  
   
Every week all the forms in Founders’ House take part in a weekly quiz during form time. The 
quizzes cover a range of topics to test the general knowledge of the pupils and competition 
between the forms is at an all-time high. The winning form is Mrs Streetly’s with over 100 
points. In second place is Mrs McCombe and in third place is Mr Hallsworth. Congratulations 
to all forms for taking part each week!  
 
Mr Vernon’s form have been excelling themselves this term in the form of Dance and Football. 
Francesca Papa deserves recognition and praise for winning the ‘Dream Maker’ and ‘Showbiz’ 
competition with Langley Dance School. Katie Lea has participated in the ‘Dance with Red 
Shoes’ competition and has participated in a show called ‘Viva’ at Blackpool. 
On the football pitch, both Poppy Billinghurst and Alicia Grimes have enjoyed success by 
beating Preston North End – a great achievement girls! Daniel Monks has been working hard 
to achieve his refereeing qualification and he has recently been refereeing games for Under 8 
and Under 9 teams. A final big well done goes to Anna Threadgold-Yeo who has successfully 
achieved her qualification as a lifeguard! 
 
Moving on to Mr Watter’s form who have been making their mark in the rugby team. Lenny 
Groves was successfully appointed to be the rugby team captain for this season. His 
appointment reflects the outstanding job he has done in motivating the team and keeping 
them focused at games. Well done Lenny! Keeping in with the sporting theme, both Connie 
Gooch and Elly Ibbitson have had success in the hockey team by taking part in numerous 
matches and tournaments. 
 
Mr Watters’ form also has lots of pupils working towards their Bronze and Silver Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards. Keep up the good work: Emma Shipley, Ethan Elphick, Marcus Jolly, 
Phoebe Coulon and Daniel Coppen!  
 
Bien hecho is the word of day in Mr Hallsworth form with Abi Marginson achieving the 
exceptional score of 98% in a recent Spanish test and Katherine McNicoll who also achieved 
an excellent score of 89% too! Well done girls! 
 
Mrs McCombe’s form have been extremely busy in various different sporting activities. They 
have been taking part in a range of sports such as: football, rugby, netball and indoor athletics! 
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Tomlinson House Update 
Tomlinson House at Baines continue to drive towards high standards of academic vision for 
the future and our Year 9s have been given terrific advice and guidance over this term on 
ensuring they choose their best options to maximise their individual potential in Year 10 & 11.  
 
“I went on a full day visit to Winter Gardens for a careers conference in which different 
organisations were on hand to give us a really good insight into each different career and in 
addition good advice on what subjects we need to study at school in order to get a head start” 
(Holly Ballantine – Y9 –T-CDS Tomlinson) 
 
Options Evening for Year 9 has run smoothly and all our Year 9s are in a really good position 
before entering their GCSE years.  
 
Stars of the Week have continued to be rewarded for excellent high standards towards their 
education. So a big well done to Kenzi Fox, Oliver Beard, Ella Duffy, Ben Nolan, Amy Stott & 
Chante McFarlane for receiving the award this term. This award is new for this year and is 
highly sought after and can only continue to promote higher achievements in Tomlinson 
House. 
 
Many of our Y10 Tomlinson pupils have returned from a successful and very enjoyable ski trip 
and have once again acted as excellent ambassadors for the school in terms of their 
application on the trip and their development in terms of maturity, confidence and skill levels. 
“The pupils at Baines have once again shown outstanding standards across all aspects of the 
trip and are a credit to the school and themselves” TGM /Ski Company Director – Frank 
Towers” 
 
The summer term will see Tomlinson House develop a local community project in which we 
are looking forward to making a difference in the community. We are planning to do ‘Litter 
Pick Evenings’ around the local area and give something back to our community. Community 
projects are something we are really aiming to develop at Baines.  It is vital we leave school 
with an outstanding education as well as being well rounded, respectful & hard-working 
individuals. 
 
By Charlotte Pilling & Sithum Wijekoon (Year 10 Tomlinson House Captains.) 
 
Whittington House Update  
There have been some great achievements from pupils in Whittington House this half term. 
They cover a range of different skills and ambitions. These include: 
 
Sport  

 Kelcie Fleming won silver medal at the European Tae Kwon Do Championship 
 Hannah Hugo took part in a local dance show. 
 Danielle McKeown came 1st in Scouts Swimming Gala on the weekend of the 17th 

March. 
 Haiden Wrathall came 2nd in the Baines Athletics tournament. 
 Alix Barlow came 1st in the Lancashire Junior Open Golf tournament. 
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 Grace Burrow won 4 medals in British Gymnastics. 
 Reuben Horsfield now plays for Fleetwood Academy Football Team 
 Zoe Twele came 3rd for school in a netball tournament  
 Eden Perry attained her Purple belt in Karate 
 Charlie Richmond undertook a fitness test in boxing and beat her personal best 
 Alex Leen competed in a hockey tournament 
 Shannon F swam 1 mile 
 Jodie Rose Smith won the Volleyball tournament with Baines 

 
Dance 

 Ellie Moore passed her dance exam gaining 2 Bronze medals 
 Abigail Edrop passed her dance exam 

 
Academic 

 Harry Pilcher - History Star of the Fortnight last week. 
 Lilly Pedersen was the Maths Departments Star of the Fortnight 
 Kara Mannion moved up a set in science 
 Tousif Hasan moved up a set in science and hit his target in Geography 

 
Leisure 

 Nat Long finally installed Fortnite on a PC, while Jonathan Herbert got first ‘kill’ on 
Fortnite 

 
Business 

 James Allen sold a book that he was writing for £200 
 
Community 

 Caitlin Churchill was in the Blackpool Gazette as she won an award for being a young 
carer. 

 Kieran Hancox was also in the Gazette for being part of a Road Safety Campaign. 
 Leona Dickson was on BBC’s Children in Need singing to raise money for the charity. 
 Lydia Clarke became a peer mentor 
 Lewis James played ‘Road Runner’ in Young Musicians of the Year and won. He played 

"Bottom" in "Midsummer Night's Dream" and won a NODA for it. He also played 
Oliver in Oliver Twist 

 Sienna Williams performed in Wizard of Oz on Ice and came 5th in an ice skating 
competition 

 Finally, many Year 9s took part in a Duke of Edinburgh outing to Beacon Fell. 
 
Stafford House Update 
It has been another extremely busy term for all Stafford pupils.  Here is a quick summary of 
what our bright stars have been up to: 
Sporting Achievements 

 Finn Needham got into the rugby team and played for the school in 2 games. 
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 Eden Robinson of Y7 has passed her ride safe horse riding exam.  She has also played 
in every netball/hockey match and tournament and competed in athletics winning her 
sprint race. 

 Ella Ashton, Holly O’Toole and Will Romain have all been very committed to their DofE 
award. 

 Emily Balshaw of Y10 has won the 800m at the Blackpool Medal Meeting Athletics 
Competition which was superb! 

 Blake Collins won the Blackpool Rangers Manager's Player Award. 
 
Creative Achievements 

 Benio Aso, Julia Kotlewska and Jessica Wharton had their art work in the seasider’s 
competition displayed with Julia winning the seaside award with Mrs Angell. 

 Holly O’Toole is now completing her guitar grades. 
 Anastasia Smith of Y10 has achieved her grade 7 in Music and is currently working 

towards her grade 8. 
 Lily Cuthbertson of Y7 has been competing in drama, dance and musical theatre 

shows for the past 5 Years at Bispham Community Center in Blackpool…..wow! 
 
Academic Achievements 

 Jamie McMaster, a new pupil this term has settled in really well making lots of new 
friends and knuckling down with his work. 

 Jemima Heyes has moved up a set in Maths due to her amazing efforts. 
 Cody Finnigan - the best academic monitoring since starting. 
 Alec Davies-Ward achieved a remarkable 59/60 in a Maths test this term. 
 A special mention for Callum Moynes of Y9 who has a record of 100% attendance 

since starting Baines.  He has never had a day off school since he started reception at 
Primary school which is just phenomenal! 

 Bronze Awards were achieved by 4 of our Y7s Ella McGinty Scott, Anthony Broster, 
Grace Marshall and Ethan Bailey.  They have all completed 3 full cards (63 merits) 
which is a fantastic achievement. 

 The Silver Award this term has been achieved by Poppy Wallace who has now 
completed 6 merit cards which is a staggering 126 merits.  Well done Poppy on a 
wonderful year so far.  

 
Superstar performers from each year group 

 Y7 – James Devine (590 points) 
 Y8 – Jerry Kakkanatu (390 points) 
 Y9 – Benio Aso (152 points) 
 Y10 – Jordan Burrows 

 
Year 11 Update 
This penultimate term for our Year 11 students has been a busy and successful one.  We have 
celebrated many successes and would like to extend our congratulations to the following 
students; 
 
Maths Challenge  
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 Huw Downey: (best in school and best in year), Silver Certificate  
 Vicky Chu: Silver Certificate 
 Joseph Bridge : Silver Certificate 
 Grace Giffin : Bronze Certificate 
 Eleanor Pellowe : Bronze Certificate 

 
Stars of the Week  

 Amelia Bennett 
 Francis Eland 
 Josh Howlett 
 Will Naylor 
 Isabella Mottershead 

 Jack Grant 
 Jack Tingey 
 Tom Callaghan 
 Jack Fielding

 
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Successes 

 Joe Bridges  
 Carla Ellis  
 Liberty Hobday-Shipton  
 Cameron Kerbal  
 Jacob Lyons  
 Ellie Pomfret  
 Caitlin Moss  
 Will Naylor  
 Sinead Norbury  
 Tom Powell  
 Leon Teh  
 Adam Smith  
 Hugo Stansfield  
 Adam Worthington  

 
 

Exam Preparation  
This term, students also completed their mock exams.  Their conduct during this time was exemplary 
and, now results have been issued, it is time to focus on moving forward and preparing for the final 
exams.  There is no doubt that this period can be stressful, we understand this, and our priority is to 
help support you and your child. Following an intensive revision day with Year 11 we were thrilled 
to launch GCSE pod.  This award-winning service gives students access to professionally produced, 
audio-visual content which will benefit them as they revise for their GCSEs.   The Pods contain all 
the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and annotated diagrams that will help students achieve 
GCSE success, consistent use of just 10-minute chunks is proven to support achievement. In addition 
to this, during the upcoming exam period, there is an on-going timetable of before, during and after 
school revision sessions as well as holiday revision sessions.  Students can take full advantage of all 
the additional opportunities to help maximise their grades. The most important thing to remember 
is that it takes hard work, commitment and effort to be successful and the remaining time period is 
short and goes quickly; extra time and effort now will help achieve those marginal gains that will 
secure success in the final exams.  Please also remember that staff are always available to support 
any student, or their family, suffering from exam anxiety or stress.   
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Please also remind students to attend the revision sessions being held at school over the Easter 
holidays. 
 

Sixth Form 
There have been a number of events for our sixth formers this term. 
 
Researching Your Options for Medicine and Dentistry talk – 21st Feb 
On Wednesday 20th Feb the Health Sciences Outreach Coordinator from the Health Sciences 
Outreach Team at Leeds University visited the sixth formers to deliver a talk on the importance of 
researching your course options and what to look for when comparing courses for medicine and 
dentistry. The session also covered nursing courses and gave an invaluable insight into the 
application process and what universities are looking for. 
 
Blesma Talk – 7th March 
Blesma, The Limbless Veterans, is an armed forces non-profit charity supporting limbless veterans 
in the UK for the duration of their lives. They provide rehabilitative activities, welfare support and 
financial help for amputees. The community programme gives individuals the opportunity to share 
stories of overcoming adversity to help others deal with every day issues and challenges. We heard 
from Steve who lost his legs above the knee from sepsis. His story of survival, determination and 
setting daily goals was inspirational. Students really appreciated his honesty during the question and 
answer session and the workshop left them reflective in the build up to their exams. At the end of 
the workshop students were invited to comment and the reaction ranged from "it puts things into 
perspective” and “it makes you realise anything is possible” 
 
Higher Education Conference - 14th March 
On Wednesday 14th March Year 12 attended the annual Higher Education Convention at 
Manchester Central. This gave students the opportunity to research and 
gather information about the options available to them after the completion 
of their A Level Studies. 
Arriving at 9.30 the students had the chance to visit over 100 stands in the 
exhibition halls. Many of these represented Higher Education Institutions 
from across the country. There were also seminars on offer covering all 
areas such as entry requirements, possible course content, career areas and 
the latest finance information. The morning gave the perfect opportunity for 
Year 12 students to kick-start research or refine choices after A Levels.  

 

Year 12 Form Charity Event 
Year 12 forms are currently working on a campaign to raise awareness on issues such as alcohol 
abuse, the misuse of drugs, aggression and violence, stereotyping, abusive relationships, equality 
and diversity and cyber-bullying. The forms can choose a cause or charity they feel passionate about, 
research it and then plan and implement a campaign in order to raise awareness. The forms have 
been encouraged to design promotional materials, create a website, make posters, bake cakes and 
set out tables during lunch time school to promote their causes, bringing them to the attention of 
other students. We look forward to seeing presentations of the campaigns after half-term. 
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The Extended Project 
The Extended Project is a qualification that provides an opportunity for students to extend their 
abilities beyond the A-level syllabus, stand out and prepare for university or their future career. It can 
also be used to earn extra UCAS points. Many students have been working the EPQ since September 
with a range of interesting titles, from "The exploration of Space will go head whether we join in or 
not and it is one of the greatest adventures of all time" JFK. To what extent is this true today? to ‘Who 
should determine the R.E syllabus? This half-term students have been completing their essays and 
preparing for a short presentation to celebrate what they have done. We shall look forward to seeing 
what our students have produced after half-term. 
 
Nepal/Sixth Bake Sale – 20th March 
After the success of the Bake Sale earlier in the year this week sixth formers organised a bake sale 
during a lunch time to raise money for the upcoming school visit to Nepal and the sixth form leavers 
meal. Yet again the event was a great success and the main hall was filled with a variety of cakes. 
The amount raised £114.02 

 
Upcoming Events 

 11th April – Visit from former Green Party Leader Natalie Bennett 
 12th/13th April – Year 13 EPQ presentations 
 25th May – Leavers Assembly and Leavers Meal 

 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you 
spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution 
to our school.  We now have just over £50.00 raised for school. Please continue to support us by 
sharing the link with family and friends for online purposes. 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 Monday 9th April – School reopens  
 Tuesday 17th April - Year 12 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm  
 Monday 14th May – GCSE/A Level examinations commence  

Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school, we are always proud to hear 
about the things our students achieve in and outside of school. 

There are still places available on the Easter Sport Camp, it is always great fun for the students in 
KS3. Have a wonderful Easter break and I look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on 9th 
April. 

Nil Sine Labore 

Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

