
 

Headteacher Update -  12th March 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
The last fortnight since my last update has been extremely busy. You will read about many of these 
events in this update. World Book Day and the author visit has reinforced how important reading is 
at all ages. Our Year 9 students are excited about making their options choices and we hope all will 
come to school with a parent / carer on Tuesday evening to talk to teachers about the different 
courses. Year 11 students had a revision focussed week. You may have noticed we have had three 
positive mentions in the Blackpool Gazette this week: the STEM engineer challenge final, the author 
visit and our artwork on display in the Blackpool and Fylde Gallery. This is another short half term, 
with only 10 school days until the Easter holidays. Please encourage full attendance, if they are not 
in lessons, they are not learning. 
 
Star of the Week Awards  

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 
 

Student Successes 
 

Congratulations to Isabella Lyons Year 9, gymnast. 
Here are some photographs of her at the 2017 
British Championships.  
Isabella trains exceptionally hard and balances her 
schoolwork and gymnastic commitments. She has 
recently been selected to represent Great Britain in a 
world tournament taking place in Portugal during 
May, and she will trial for the European 
Championships in April.  
We are extremely proud of her fantastic achievements. 
 

 
Harry Boothroyd 

Congratulations to Harry in Year 9 who performed with his band at a special event called Changing 
Horizons held at the Winter Gardens. Harry volunteered and performed in front of a large group of 
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Year 6 pupils from across Blackpool and Lancashire, helping them to improve their confidence whilst 
also developing his leadership skills at the same time. 

Sporting Results: 

Year 7 Rugby 

After training hard to develop their knowledge of the rules and 
skills over the first school term, our Year 7 rugby team had 
their first rugby matches at Garstang. 

Baines 20 v 15 St. Aidan’s 
Baines 10 v 15 Lytham 
Baines 10 v 25 Cardinal Allen 
 
Man of the match was Ben Nolan 
with some outstanding tackles and a 
try to his name. Well done to all the 
boys involved they played with 
determination and the great Baines team spirit we expect of 
our students. They were credit to the school 
 
 

 
 
 
Sixth Form – Blesma, The Limbless Veterans Visit 

Blesma, The Limbless Veterans, is an armed forces non-profit charity 
supporting limbless veterans in the UK for the duration of their lives. 
They provide rehabilitative activities, welfare support and financial help for 
amputees. The community programme gives individuals the opportunity to 
share stories of overcoming adversity to help others deal with every day issues 
and challenges. 

 
We heard from Steve who lost his legs above the knee from sepsis. His story 
of survival, determination 
and setting daily goals was 
inspirational. Students 
really appreciated his 

honesty during the question and answer session 
and the workshop left them reflective in the build 
up to their exams. At the end of the workshop 
students were invited to comment and the 
reaction ranged from "it puts things into 
perspective and makes you realise anything is 
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possible" to "the exam period is stressful but putting things into perspective and dealing with 
challenges and adversity is part of life. Thank you." 

 
Year 11 Revision Focus Week 
 

On Monday 5th March we launched GCSEpod with our Year 11 students. This 
online revision tool has already been used well by students who have been very 
positive about the short clips of information that can be viewed and downloaded 
to any connected device (mobile phone, tablet or desktop). GCSEpod is used 
internationally by over 300,000 students and is a highly respected resource for 

supporting good outcomes at GCSE. In time, the resource will be used across the school (in other 
year groups) for supporting homework tasks, bringing topics to life in lessons and will be a support 
tool for parents/carers in helping students with their homework. It will be shortly launched fully to 
Year 10 students. 
We really hope all Year 11 parents and carers will encourage their children to use GCSEpod and also 
access it themselves so that they can help with revision questions too. 

Mr Mycock is the Lead for GCSEpod in school; if you need any support in gaining access, please 
contact school or email him at amk@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Year 11 Revision Reflection Day 
 
All of our Year 11 students spent a 2-hour session with Jeremy Dry from "Maximise Your Potential" 
on Tuesday 6th March to reflect on recent mock exam performances, the effectiveness of our 
personal revision strategies and a reality check as to what is important to us over the coming weeks. 
Jeremy, a previous BBC News Reporter was hugely engaging and our students were a credit to 
themselves in the way that they responded to the session. They were shown techniques to calm 
nerves, memory strategies to support the revision of complex ideas and a re-energising of their 
enthusiasm in their approach to their final exams. 
 
In the evening, Mr Mycock led a session with Mr Dry to offer parents/carers some guidance as to how 
families of previously successful students had supported their sons and daughters during the exam 
season. Parents and Carers were also given an information booklet containing a wealth of information 
about the forthcoming exams which will also be sent to families who were unable to attend. This 
presentation was well attended by parents and carers and it was very encouraging to see so many 
families represented! 
 
If you are a parent/carer of a Year 11 student and were unable to attend, please contact school for a 
copy of the booklet.  Please contact Mrs Wright, Head of Year, who will ensure your family receives 
a copy. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:amk@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Future Event - Year 11 Progress Afternoon - Monday 19th March 2018 
 
All Year 11 students will make personal appointments with their teachers to discuss what they need 
to do in the coming weeks prior to the final exams starting. It is a time to reflect on Mock Exam 
performance, our Revision Reflection Day, the areas in which we are strong and identifying the key 
elements that will make a personal difference for exam success in the summer. This is a huge 
investment in time for Year 11 students and is really powerful in guiding our students. 
 
Future Event - Early Finish for Years 7-10 and Sixth Form - Monday 19th March 2018 
 
Every year we hold a special Progress Afternoon for Year 11 students (you will have read this 
above) to support the final preparations for their GCSE examinations. In order for us to be able to 
facilitate this, we close the school early for students in the other year groups. We are aware that 
most parents / carers will have seen this on the school calendar and know what it means from 
previous years, but this event will be new to our Year 7 students and parents/carers.  So school will 
finish at the end of lesson 4 (1.10pm) on this date for all students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13.  
If anyone receives a free school meal and would like a packed lunch to take away with them, then 
please order it by the end of Friday this week.  
If anyone requires their child to stay in school until 2.50pm on Monday 19th March, then please contact 
the relevant Head of House by the end of Friday this week (16th March) so we can organise 
supervision. 
 
Future Event – Year 9 Options Evening – Tuesday 13th March 5.30-7.30pm 
 
All Year 9 students received their options booklet on Thursday 1st March. We are holding our options 
evening on Tuesday 13th March from 5.30 to 7.30pm. We hope every student will attend with an 
accompanying adult. Teachers will be in departmental rooms to show you examples of work and to 
talk about what the courses are about. There will also be senior leaders available should you want 
further advice or information about the options and best routes for your children. Mr McGrath will be 
giving presentations in the hall at the following times: 
 

Presentation 1 
Starting 5.30pm in the Main Hall 
Departmental drop in sessions 
(Your son/daughter will direct you to the correct 
area in the school) 

Form Groups: 
Founders: DWS, NMB, DVN, DHA, KST, THA 
Stafford: CTY, NBL, EGS, AWO, RHO, GLM 

Presentation 2 
Starting 6pm in the Main Hall 
Departmental drop in sessions 
(Your son/daughter will direct you to the correct 
area in the school) 

Form Groups: 
Tomlinson: CSH, DWD, SWD, RWE, CDS, JJO 
Whittington: ASH, JHU, SRU, MTH, GWI, LAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Mrs. A Chapman  Headteacher Update   12th March 2018 

 
World Book Day – Thursday 1st March 
 

 World Book Day on Thursday 1st March inspired pupils and staff to celebrate 
their love of reading and books. Staff were involved by decorating their 
classroom doors to show their love of reading from 
childhood, as adults, and even linked to their subject 
area. Walking down the Science corridor, the pupils 
stepped into a Harry Potter shrine, whilst RE 
celebrated important Bible stories. The English 

department celebrated ‘The Classics’, and MFL promoted books written in 
French, German and Spanish. Some pupils were transported to Middle Earth 
with Lord of the Rings door decorations and others were tempted by the huge 
Wonka Bar on the exam’s office door! The buzz around books continued with the pupils taking part 
in ’Secret Book Club’, where they could select a mystery book to try something different.  
 
Many pupils enjoyed being read to by lots of different members of staff in the ILC at lunchtime. Mason 
and Blake in Year 8 attended every reading session saying “I really liked going to them all because it 
was interesting and very relaxing.” (Blake), and “I liked going to the ILC this week as teachers read 
books superbly, but I have to say my favourite reader of the week was Miss Smith reading Harry 
Potter in German because it was interesting.” (Mason). Tom, also in Year 8, loved the reading because 
“it makes a really good image in your head” and George (Year 8) enjoyed Mrs Mycock’s reading of 
the BFG the most. 
 
On World Book Day itself, all pupils in Years 7 and 8 did fantastically with their Drop Everything and 
Read, creating a calm and relaxed environment whilst they read their books. This is something we 
will build on next year in order to encourage students to read more regularly. 
 
 
Author Visit – Monday 5th March  

 
On Monday 5th March, we had the Manchester born author 
Martin Griffin in school holding workshops with some Year 
9 and Year 10 pupils. The focus of the workshops was to 
help them take an idea and turn it into a narrative. This is a 
vital skill for pupils who have to write a narrative as part of 
their GCSE English Language exam. In the afternoon, 
Martin entertained all of our Year 7 pupils in an engaging 
talk about his love of reading, and how he transitioned from 
English teacher to Author! He took the Year 7s (and staff) 
on a journey through the weird and wonderful worlds 

authors create through their imaginative writing. 
 
National Careers Week 
 



Mrs. A Chapman  Headteacher Update   12th March 2018 

It has been a busy few weeks with regards to exploring students' future careers 
options.  A group of Year 9 students attended the Changing Horizons event at 
The Winter Gardens and last week we celebrated National Careers and 
Apprenticeship Week with a range of form based activities and external 
visitors.  Year 11 and 12 explored the local labour market with David 
Taaffe(School Careers Advisor) and Years 9 and 10 attended Apprenticeship 
assemblies with Nicola Roberts(Careers C-ordinator for Inspira).  Year 11 were 
interviewed by Blackpool and Fylde College and ex-student Aircraftsman Harry 
McCausland visited to speak to Year 10 boys about his career as he embarks on 
the second stage of his electrical engineering career with the RAF.  This coming 
week, NCS (National Citizen Service) will be holding an assembly for Year 11 and 
12 and Year 9 will start the process of choosing their options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter School – Monday 26th March-Thursday 29th March (Years 7, 8 & 9) 
 
The PE Department will be holding an Easter Sports School again this year for Years 7, 8 and 9, 
Monday 26th March to Thursday 29th March. The day will start at 9.30am and finish at 3.00pm daily. 
 
The activity week will be based on fun where we will engage in a variety of games and activities 
which will have been designed to make the time as enjoyable as possible. During the mornings 
students will be coached in a variety of activities. The afternoon will be for games and tournaments 
with prizes available for all. The main aim of the Easter School is to allow the pupils to learn in a fun 
and safe environment while enhancing their social development. Games such as Football, Cricket, 
Hockey, Netball and ‘The Daily Dodgeball’ will all be delivered within our own outstanding sports 
facilities.  
 
Pupils will be required to bring their own packed lunch. If you would like your child to participate in 
the Easter Sports School, enrolment letters are available on our school website from the School Office 
or the PE Department. 
 
Former Pupils Annual General Meeting and Dinner 
 
It was wonderful to welcome 50 former pupils to the dinner on Saturday 3rd March. We held the 
dinner in the school hall and food was cooked by our refectory staff and served by our senior 
students with Toby Dixon playing the piano to accompany the evening. As the new Headteacher, I 
am very proud that I will be the President of the FPA for the next year. The FPA organise a number 
of social events every year, hoping to stay in touch with former pupils and to welcome new 
members. The money they raise supports the school, for example this year they have contributed to 
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the Nepal trip, the refurbishment of the grand piano and a new PA system in the hall for our future 
events and performances. We were joined by honoured guests, our Sixth Form Senior Students, 
Muriel Ryding (Headteacher at Baines Years 1987-2000), former staff, Reverend Keighley and 
Chair of Governors, Robert Fletcher. 
We are excited about the FPA project celebrating our 300th Anniversary to create a permanent 
digital archive of the history of the school and I will send the link out soon so you can see the start 
that has been made. 
If you know of any former pupils who would be interested in joining the FPA, please do ask them to 
look at the school website, there is a FPA area in the Community section. 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Just a reminder about our link to the charity School Angel, where any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you 
spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution 
to our school.  We now have just over £50.00 raised for school. Please continue to support us by 
sharing the link with family and friends for online purposes. 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 Tuesday 13th March – Year 9 Options Evening 5.30-7.30pm 
 Monday 19th March – Early closure of school for Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13 at 1.10pm 
 Friday 23rd March – School closes for Easter holidays at 2.50pm 
 Monday 9th April – School reopens  
 Tuesday 17th April - Year 12 Consultation Evening 4pm-7pm  

Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school, we are always proud to hear 
about the things our students achieve in and outside of school. 

                                                                             

Nil Sine Labore 

 
 
Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

