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Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: Year 11 Update 
 
Year 11 Academic Monitoring 
You should have received your child’s Academic Monitoring Sheet on Friday 26 th January which will support 
conversations at home regarding progress in different subjects. If you have not received this, please give school a call 
and leave a message with the Office Staff and we will make sure that you get a copy via the post or email. 
Some students have a mixture of lettered and numbered grades as they will receive a mixture of grades in the summer. 
The subjects that will be graded using letters in the summer are Business Studies, ICT, Media Studies and Resistant 
Materials. All other subjects will be following the new numbered grading system with 9 being the highest possible 
grade and 1 the lowest. 
 
Computer Science Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) 
It has been widely publicised that OFQUAL recently held a consultation on the removal of the contribution of the Non-
Examined Assessment (NEA) component of marks for this year’s Computer Science GCSEs. It was triggered by a large 
quantity of plagiarised material freely available on the internet and has led to the decision to remove the component 
from the final grades for all students nationally. Our students have completed their NEA in Computer Science and, 
whilst it will not contribute to the students’ final grades, the experience and associated teaching will certainly contribute 
towards developing their knowledge and good outcomes. 
 
Year 11 Mock Exams 
I led our assembly on Monday and was very impressed with the way in which our students listened about the 
arrangements and expectations of the Mock Exam period which starts on Monday 5th February 2018. I explained that 
students must be prompt to school so that they can register swiftly before meeting me in the Refectory for a Subject 
Leader led briefing on the exam that they are about to sit. This is the model that we will use in the summer to prepare 
students for the exams and I hope that you will support me in ensuring punctual attendance during the exam period. 
Mock exams will be full examinations for all subjects (as appropriate) and will be as real an experience as possible with 
external invigilators and full briefings for students before each exam. They are a vital tool for teachers in identifying the 
areas of the curriculum which need a boost prior to the summer exam season and are useful for students in testing 
which of their revision strategies is the most useful. 
Students will need to be fully prepared with their own equipment for each exam and must have a pen, pencil, ruler, 
calculator and mathematical instruments for each exam as a minimum and these should be stored in a see-through 
bag. 
 
NFER National Reference Tests 
Our school has been selected by the Department for Education’s contractor, NFER, to take part in the National 
Reference Tests in English and Maths this year. This is a random process and they select a number of schools every 
year. We are legally bound to engage in this process and the tests will take place on Friday 23rd February 2018 in the 
afternoon. Approximately 30 students will be selected to sit the English paper and 30 students will be chosen for the 



Maths paper by NFER. No student will be asked to do both papers and there is not extra revision required of the 
students. The outcomes of the tests will be used to help set the grade boundaries for this year’s national GCSE exams 
in Maths and English but will not be used to grade our students in any way. Students who have been selected will 
receive a separate letter from NFER confirming their selection and explaining the purpose of the tests in greater detail. 
 
To allow for these tests to take place, there will be no Year 11 Games lesson on Friday 23rd February. The students not 
engaged in the National Reference Tests will work in a classroom with their PE teacher and will be expected to bring 
their own revision material. As always, attendance is compulsory on this day. 
 
Year 11 Revision Reflection Day 
The date for this important day has now been set as Tuesday 6th March 2018. This year we will be working with 
Maximise, a well-respected and popular organisation who will be working with us to tailor our day around reflecting 
on revision from our mocks to help inform better planning for the main summer exams. 
All students will take part in a 2 hour workshop during the day and parents/carers are invited to their own workshop 
at 6pm in the main school hall. This has always been well-attended and found to be useful by parents/carers and 
students alike. 
 
Y11 Progress Afternoon 
On Monday 19th March 2018 we will be holding our annual Year 11 Progress Afternoon. All Year 11 students will be 
given an appointment with their teachers between 2pm and 4.30pm and parents/carers are welcome to join us. 
Attendance for Year 11 students is compulsory as this is a great opportunity to tie all the elements of support and 
advice together from the Prelim exams, Mock exams, Y11 Revision Reflection Day, performance in lessons, homework 
and other assessments and give students the best advice and guidance to inform the most effective preparation for the 
summer exams. 
 
The next few months are busy and can be stressful for many students. We are working hard to strike a happy balance 
between focused preparation and caring pastoral support whilst creating a drive to work hard. We understand that 
this time is also very stressful for parents/carers and hope that through these update letters we are providing 
information in a timely manner to support you in supporting your child. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr A Mycock      Mrs S Wright 
Assistant Headteacher     Head of Year 11 


