
Headteacher Update -  22nd January 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
We have now settled back in to the new term, with Year 11 and 13 really focussing on the next 5 
months to make sure they achieve their very best in the summer exams. They are now preparing for 
their mock exams and we will work with them afterwards to support them in filling any gaps in their 
knowledge and exam / revision techniques. Last week we held a Post 16 event where local providers 
hosted stalls so our students could find out about all the courses available after Year 11.  
 
For other year groups, we are now focussing on them having a thirst and desire to achieve their very 
best in every piece of work that they do. We want to develop resilience so that they do attempt the 
really hard work, and not worry if they do not get it right straight away but not to give up, keep trying 
and they will eventually get it right. Please support us in asking the students about what they are 
learning, research shows a positive link between achievement and parental interest in learning. 
 
Star of the Week Awards 

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 

 

Sporting Results: 

Year 9 Girls Wyre & Fylde Volleyball Champions 
 
Congratulations to our Year 9 Volleyball team. They 
were outright winners beating all three of the others 
schools Carr Hill, Garstang and St Bede’s. 
 
Team 
Eve, Aimee, Amelia, Caitlin, Darcey, Poppy, Freya, Millie 
and Jodie. 
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Year 10 Boys Futsal results 
 
Year 10 Futsal Team won the Fleetwood Town Futsal 
Cup 2017-18 
 
Baines 2 - 1 Cardinal Allen   
Baines 4 - 0 Montgomery   
Baines 5 - 1 Cardinal Allen  
Baines 8 - 0 Montgomery  
Baines 2 - 2 Carr Hill  
 
They are now in the regional finals in Manchester 
representing Fleetwood Town FC.   
 
Team: Marcus, Adam, Ben, Will, Ben, Harrison, Luca, Joe & Brogan. 
 
Music Extra-Curricular Programme – Spring Term 2018 
 
Creative Arts have launched a new Music extra-curricular programme this term, hoping to inspire 
more students to get involved with music making.  All students are welcome to go down to Music at 
a lunchtime or afterschool to have a go and try out an ensemble.  If you would like more information 
about an ensemble or to talk about what options there are available, please do pop down to Music 
and talk to Mr Shillitoe.  The full extra-curricular programme is attached with this newsletter. 
 
Information from the ILC (Information Learning Centre) 
 
Mrs Lister-Hindley, our new librarian, has settled in well and has some exciting plans for inspiring a 
love of reading for the future. Accelerated Reader has been a big success in Year 7 with lots of 
students on their way to reading a million words. Top word counts in each class are:  
7B - Megan Riley 
7A - Joshua Bentley 
7I - Harrison Seville 
7N - Katie Lee 
7E - Mary Dowie 
7S - Domi Saccomanno  
We’ve also handed out lots of Bronze awards for successful quizzing and the first Silver award of 
the Year went to Harley Gracie in 7N.  
  
We are now running some new extra-curricular clubs in the ILC every lunchtime, with lots of fantastic 
opportunities for students to get involved! Book Club, Graphic Novel and Manga Club, Journalism 
Club, Film Club and a KS4 Revision Club. Hopefully these new clubs will encourage creativity and 
reading for pleasure, whilst also giving the older students a space for independent working to help 
them prepare for their examinations. 
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Parking Restrictions 
 
In order to make our site safer for students to arrive and leave school, and reduce the risk from moving 
vehicles, we are now closing the school gates between 8.30 and 9.00am. Lancashire LA are also 
raising awareness by reminding drivers to adhere to the road markings and parents and carers are 
requested to refrain from parking in the areas with yellow markings outside of school. We also 
request that anyone collecting students does not drive into or out of our car park between 2.45 and 
3.00pm. After that time, most of our students have either left the site or are in extra-curricular clubs. 
 
Thank you for your support in helping us to keep our students safe. 
 
Year 10 Staff Catering Meal – Thursday 18th January 
 
I was very fortunate to have been invited to this meal, the students definitely have the potential to 
join the service industry, both the food and service were excellent. This is a report written by one of 
the GCSE Food and Nutrition students. 
We started at first period by setting and decorating the table. At about half past nine we started to 
prepare the food. Tamzin and Alex made the roulade while Elle and Jess made the olive and dried 
tomato bread. Later on we all made the carbonara. The reason we were picked to create the staff 
meal was because we always complete our homework on time and we also work really well doing 
practical in class. Each student chose two members of staff to attend the meal.  
We enjoyed the experience because we had to cook for lots of people, we had to be aware of time 
and presentation, we learnt to stay calm and how to work as effective team members. 

By Ellie Year 10 
(other Year 10 students involved were Alex, Jess and Tamzin-Kay) 
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Healthy Eating 
 
We have noticed that a number of students stop off at the shop on the way to school and buy fizzy 
drinks (such as cola and Lucozade) and large packets of crisps and biscuits. They are then trying to 
eat and drink these in school, and in some cases these snacks are a replacement for a healthy snack 
at break or lunchtime.   
You may be aware of the Jamie Oliver campaign a few years ago to ensure students have a healthy 
menu at school and there are some strict rules about the sugar and salt content that we can are 
allowed to serve in school.  
 
Please support us in promoting healthy active lifestyles and encourage your child to eat a nutritious 
meal. We are always reviewing the food we serve and will continue to develop our menus. 
 
Attendance 
 
I am currently monitoring our attendance levels because there is such a strong link between levels of 
attendance and academic achievement.  Those students who have attendance below 90% tend to 
achieve at least one grade lower than their expected progress level in each subject. I have a mantra 
that I frequently share with students: “If you are not in lessons, you are not learning”. So please be 
understanding if you receive a letter or phone call about attendance, some students will be placed on 
an attendance monitor card and some may even receive a request to attend an attendance panel. 
Achieving the best qualifications for their ability is one of the ways to help your child have the very 
best life chances and strong attendance is a contributory factor in this. 
 
Former Pupils Association & Annual Dinner 
 
You may be aware we have a Former Pupils Association (FPA). We are very lucky as a school to have 
such a strong alumni and I hope this will continue to grow with new members. The former pupils pay 
a £10.00 membership every year and the money raised subsidises the FPA Annual Dinner. There are 
a number of social events held and it is lovely to see the group and learn about their memories of 
Baines School as well as them having the opportunity to share memories with each other. 
 
The membership also contributes to special projects at the school so the current students and school 
can benefit. Over the last few years the FPA has donated money to the school for:  
The Nepal trip, the staff photograph display in the school entrance, restoration of the display of those 
we lost in the war and the 300th anniversary coins. This year the FPA has committed funds to restore 
the grand piano and a new PA system in the school hall to support concerts and events. 
 
The Annual Dinner for members of the FPA is being held at school on Saturday 3rd March 2018. 
Please email fpa@baines.lancs.sch.uk for details of how to book a place.  
 
If you know any past Baines students, please pass on the attached membership form and encourage 
them to look at the FPA section on the website (under Community). Hopefully the membership will 
increase and more social events will be organised during the year. 
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School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Thank you to all of you who have used the School Angel link to make online purchases. We now have 
a direct link from the new school website (top bar, right hand corner) to make it easier to use this 
fundraising facility. So far your purchases have raised £25.00 for school.  
 
This is a charity which works with schools to help raise money. It does not cost you any additional 
money but companies who are signed up donate a percentage of the money you spend to our school. 
So if you shop online, please go to the Baines School Angel site and then click the logo of the company 
you want to buy from and it will take you to their normal website and complete your purchase as 
normal. At a later date the money raised for Baines School will be automatically added and you will 
all be able to see the running total. 
 
Please share the link with family and friends – the more the merrier, there are no limits to users and 
please encourage anyone booking holidays to see if they can use this facility. 
 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 Thursday 25th January – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
 Saturday 27th- Tuesday 30th January Year 10 Poland Trip 
 Monday 5th February- Thursday 1st March – Year 11 & 13 Mock Exams commence  
 Tuesday 6th February – Year 9 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
 Thursday 8th February – Friday 16th February Year 10 Ski Trip  
 Friday 9th February School Closes for half-term and re-opens on Monday 19th February 

Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school.  

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
 
 
   

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

