
 

Headteacher Update -  8th January 2018 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Happy New Year, I hope you had a wonderful festive season with your families. It was lovely to 
welcome the students back to Baines focussed and ready for work. Hopefully they will have all made 
their New Year resolutions to strive to be their very best in all that they do.  
 
There have been a few students who have returned to school with long false nails, jewellery and 
some with inappropriate hair colour. Please support the school in maintaining our excellent high 
standards by rectifying any of these by the end of this week.  
 
I am pleased to welcome some new staff to school this term:  
 
Mr Shillitoe – Head of Creative Arts. He is a former Head Boy at Baines School and is very excited 
about returning to our school. His specialism is Music, but he is passionate about all of the arts 
subjects. 
 
Mr Derbyshire – Assistant Site-Supervisor. He has worked in schools before and is looking forward 
to helping ensure our school is safe and clean and keeping our building in fine working order too. 
 
Mr Frith-Jones – Finance Apprentice. He is looking forward to working in the Finance Department. 
 

Star of the Week Awards 

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 

 

New Website – It is finally here! 
Thank you for your patience while we developed the new website. I am proud to say it has now been 
launched http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/ .  I am sure you will appreciate it is a great improvement and 
easier to find information. Some areas are still in the development process and we will ask for 
feedback from parents later in the term. A few new things to note: 

 Baines video – created by a former pupil, Jordan Shuck 
 Improved curriculum areas, some with useful websites for students and parents 
 Improved calendar 
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 Link to the school Facebook page 
 
News from the Houses / Year Groups 
 
Sixth Form 
 
Trafford Centre Visit 
On 8th December the Sixth Form got in the festive spirit with the annual trip to the Trafford Centre 
for Christmas shopping. Leaving once school finished students were able to spend several hours 
shopping and buying Christmas presents for friends and family. Students also listened to Christmas 
Carol Singers performing a variety of traditional Christmas songs and relaxed after hours of shopping 
with a meal.  
Mr. Egan 
 
Year 11 
Year 11 have made a great start to their final school year.  The Senior Students have risen to the 
challenge of their roles and represented the school at a range of events including Baines’ 300 years 
celebration day, remembrance assemblies and our annual Founders Service.   
Throughout the Year Group, 15 students have achieved Star of the Week certificates and many more 
have been highlighted for their exceptional academic, musical and sporting achievements. Whilst the 
next term will be busy, and at times may be stressful, our students have proved they are ready to 
shine and rise to the challenge.  Over the coming weeks, among other things, we look forward to 
welcoming parents to our post 16 options evening on Wednesday 17th January, supporting our Year 
11 students at revision, enrichment and one to one sessions as they prepare for their exams and 
hosting a Say Yes to the Prom Dress event. We know how important and worrying the remaining 
time is for Year 11, we at Baines pride ourselves on the support we give to our students. Please do 
not hesitate to contact the school should you have any concerns.  
Mrs. Wright 
 
Founders 
The first term back was very busy but successful for many of the students in Founders House. Their 
achievements were celebrated in the two rewards assemblies. Students were recognised for:  

 100% Attendance: this award was achieved by over 40 students in Founders House which 
is an excellent achievement and they should be proud of such an excellent attendance record. 

 Stars of the Week  
In the first term these were awarded to: Luke Hollowell, Jessica Wright, Ben Evedon, Alice 
Hurt, Ruby Brawn, Tamzin-Kay McLean, Alex Boyes and Ella Marrs.  

 Merit Badges - 17 students achieved Bronze Merit Badges 
 Weekly Quiz - The weekly quiz was won by Mrs Streetly’s form for term with a total of 120 

points. They celebrated with a lovely tub of chocolates! 
 A special mention must go to Alice Hurt in Year 10 for being nominated for ‘Student of the 

Year’ in the Blackpool Gazette Education Awards. In addition to this, Domi Saccomanno in 
Year 7 has performed excellently this term and has been awarded his gold merit award (12 
full merit cards).  
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I would to take this opportunity to congratulate all members of the house including students 
and their form tutors for their continued hard work this term. We are already looking forward 
to seeing what the Spring Term has in offer for us all.  
Mr. Flynn 
 
Tomlinson 
It was a great start again from Tomlinson House for Term 1.  Individually and collectively the House 
continues to work extremely hard and set high standards and expectations from within. Our Year 11 
pupils who left in the summer have equally continued to set the legacy for the House in terms of 
outstanding academic performances and we wish them all the best for the future.  
 
This year the school has introduced the star of the week for outstanding contribution within the 
school community. 
Tomlinson Stars of the week – Well done once again! 

 Cameron Brookes 
 Paige Ballantine 
 Harley Gracie 
 Charlotte Pilling 
 Scarlett Buckle 
 Leah Anderson 
 Harry Burden 
 Finley Edge 
 Deetray Jarrett 
 Nathan Pawsey 
 Livs Ball 

 
In addition, Tomlinson pupils have continued to contribute to whole school success with many 
talented performers show casing across a number of different activities. Musical performances from 
Katie Squire and Livs Ball in Year 7. Harley Gracie in Year 7 for writing and delivering a terrific 
Christmas play poem. Luca Stefani, Ben Shaw & Harry Burden playing key roles in the Year 10 
Football League success.  John Dowie and Tom Dennison also achieving league success with the 
Year 9 Football Team. 
 
Over 25% of Tomlinson pupils have achieved 100% attendance and this is fundamental in them 
achieving academic success both in the present and the future. Keep up the high attendance! 
 
English at Baines and in Tomlinson House – Henry Carter successfully won the Short Story 
Competition which was across all years. Well done Henry!  
Mr. Hartley 
 
Stafford 
It has been a long and busy term for pupils in Stafford house but as per usual they have dealt with it 
with a real willingness. With all this in mind, I would like to highlight those pupils who have gone that 
extra mile.  
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Starting with Tyler Payne who, with his family, went out on a cold December evening with a suitcase 
full of clothes and toiletries to help out the homeless and the needy. It was pouring with rain but Tyler 
braved it making him appreciate how fortunate he is.  Well done Tyler!  
 
Also we have a film star in the making in the name of William Romain who performed in the CBBC 
series of Creeped Out which showcased his amazing acting skills. What a performance Will!  
 
Finally, I'd like to single out James Devine of Year 7 who has been an absolute superstar by achieving 
his gold merit award. This means he has completed 12 reward cards in one single term which is just 
outstanding; a real star in the making!  
 
To conclude it has been a very positive start to the year for Stafford house and long may that continue. 
I am privileged to be leading such a group of talented youngsters.  
Mr. Patel 
 
Whittington 
Whittington House has experienced a fantastic Term 1. The Whittington House Captains have been 
appointed with two pupils selected from Yrs 7 - 10 being successful for this prestigious position.  
 
A huge number of Whittington pupils have received their Bronze Merit Award, with a good number 
of pupils who have already achieved their Silver Merit Award. The Merit Award system is there to 
recognise all pupils for their superb approach to learning - well done to all Whittington pupils who 
have succeeded in these fantastic awards!  
 
Whittington House has also recognised James Anderson, Cameron Cooper, Jacob Stevens and 
Joseph Chappell on their amazing achievement for Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. Attendance 
and behaviour have been very good across our House and we look forward to this staying at a high 
level as we go into Term 2! 
 
Well done to all pupils within the Whittington House system - good luck and keep up the fantastic 
work in Term 2! 
Dr. Metcalfe and Miss. Pass (Joint Acting Head of House) 
 
Christmas Jumper Day 

 

On 15th December Baines supported the 'Save 
the Children' Christmas Jumper Day. Students 
donated £1 to take part and do some serious 
good around the world. As well as getting in the 
festive mood our students were making a real 
difference to the lives of young people. The 
money raised goes towards essential healthcare, 
education and food to millions of children around 

the world who are missing out on these basics. The school raised £269.94. 
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Founder’s Service 
 

On Tuesday 12th December we celebrated the successes and 
achievements of our Year 7s in the first full term at Baines at our annual 
Christmas Founder’s Service held at St Chad’s Church. This was a 
wonderful evening hosted by our Year 11 Head Boys and Girls who were 
brilliant ambassadors for the school. The church was full of families and 
friends of our Year 7s who enjoyed a variety of performances from the 
pupils from poetry to drama as well as learning about the history of James 
Baines and hearing what Baines means to the pupils of 2017.  Reverend 
Keighley concluded the event with a reminder of the meaning of 
Christmas and everyone who attended complimented the children on 
their achievements and contributions to the event. Our Christmas 
Founder’s definitely was another example of Baines at its Best!  
 

                     
 

                
 
MFL visit to Manchester Christmas Markets 
 
On Monday 18th December Miss Smith, teacher of MFL, organised a rewards trip to Manchester 
Christmas Markets for our hard working linguists. There the pupils had the opportunity to visit the 
markets and sample the various cuisine available 
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The Year 9 thoroughly enjoyed their waffles and pizzas!  
 
Everyone enjoyed the visit, behaviour was impeccable as always, and they were grateful to Miss 
Smith for organising the visit for them. 
 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
Thank you to all of you who have used the School Angel link to make online purchases. We now have 
a direct link from the new school website (top bar, right hand corner)to make it easier to use this 
fundraising facility. So far your purchases have raised £25.00 for school.  
 
This is a charity which works with schools to help raise money. It does not cost you any additional 
money but companies who are signed up donate a percentage of the money you spend to our school. 
So if you shop online, please go to the Baines School Angel site and then click the logo of the company 
you want to buy from and it will take you to their normal website and complete your purchase as 
normal. At a later date the money raised for Baines School will be automatically added and you will 
all be able to see the running total. 
 
Please share the link with family and friends – the more the merrier, there are no limits to users and 
please encourage anyone booking holidays to see if they can use this facility. 
 
Consultation proposal to change Baines School from 11-18 to 11-16 
Before Christmas you will have all received a letter and the public notice about the consultation 
regarding the age-range of the school. The full proposal is on our website or available at the school 
reception. The consultation closes on 19th January 2018 to receive views. Details about how to do 
this are in the full proposal. 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 Wednesday 17th January – Post 16 Careers Evening 4-7pm, 
 Thursday 25th January – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
 Saturday 27th- Tuesday 30th January Year 10 Poland Trip 
 Tuesday 6th February – Year 9 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
 Thursday 8th February – Friday 16th February Year 10 Ski Trip  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school.  

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman



 

 


