
 

  Headteacher Update -  11th December 2017 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and friends of Baines School, 

It has been a busy few weeks, and the pace does not slow between now and Christmas. Year 11 
start their preliminary examinations today, we have Founders Service and parental meetings for the 
6th form consultation this week. Last week I visited the Former Pupils Association Christmas lunch, it 
was lovely to hear them sing the Baines School song so enthusiastically.  

Please reinforce how important attendance is with your child, research shows that children with 
attendance above 95% (less than 10 days off school per year) have more chance of achieving their 
expected levels of progress and full potential. 

Star of the Week Awards 

 

 

                       

 

 

    Founders       Stafford                    Tomlinson                Whittington            Year 11 

 

Successes 

Katie Squire in Year 7 got through to the regional finals of Irish dancing in Manchester last 
weekend.  She came 15th out of 50! 

We are so proud of Harleigh Ingledew in Year 7 who has 
gone from long to short hair and raised £360 for the Little 
Princess Charity.  It’s not too late to donate!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Word Mania  
Pupils in Years 7-9 were involved in playing an online word game called Word Mania run by Literacy 
Planet. The aim of the game is to create as many English words as they can from a board of 15 
randomly generated letters in three minutes. 400,000 students in 2,500 schools from 100 countries 
around the world took part in the competition. 
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The competition started on the 6th November and the first two 
regional rounds were played  over two weeks. Mrs Streetly’s 
Year 9 classes, 9X1 and 9Y2, really got involved with lots of 
support and encouragement from Mrs Streetly, resulting in them 
making the final international round which ran from Wednesday 
22nd November to Friday 24th November. Some of the pupils even 
spent their day off on the Friday playing the game to climb up the 
leader board. They started the day on Friday at around 45,000 
points and finished with an overall total of 103,848 points. This 

resulted in them finishing 5th nationally and 13th internationally. 
 
The standout Year 9 pupils were Rees Horan, Lexie Bowie, Henry Potts and Lucy Wilcock.  
              
Rees, Lexie and Henry played 342 games between them in the final round and Lexie was our stand 
out scorer achieving 3,171 as her top score for just one game! A fantastic achievement! 
 
Blackpool Gazette Education Awards 
 
It was fantastic to see four of our Baines School community as 
finalists in the Education Awards and such a proud moment to 
see them all celebrated on stage. Clare Davies for Inspirational 
Teacher award, Rachel Carpenter and Adam Mitchell for the 
Creative Arts Award and Alice Hurt for Secondary Student of the 
Year. Congratulations to Adam Mitchell for winning the Creative 
Arts Award for his role in the film Beauty and the Beast. 
 
Acting Success 
We are really proud that Will Romain in Year 9 is starring in the teenage drama programme on 
CBBC called Creeped Out. He plays the role of The Curious and appears at the start and end of 
every episode. His character is mysterious and he collects the messages / moral from every story. 
Will said it was really fun to film. 
 
Notices from the PE Department 
 
Dance Festival 

 
On Tuesday 28th November 2017, 15 students from Year 10, 
represented Baines in the 8th annual Wyre and Fylde Dance Festival 
at the Winter Gardens. The theme this year was ‘Fantasy, 
Myths, Legends and Fairytales’. The Baines performance was based on 
the fantasy film "Maleficent". This is the 8th year of the Festival and we 

are always really proud to be involved as it also contributes to the Hilton Hotel Charity Group. The 
performance is a celebration of their hard work and commitment from Mrs Perry, congratulations to 
everyone involved. 

Sporting Results: 
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Year 9 Football Team are through to the last 16 of the Lancashire Cup after beating Ormskirk 6-1. 

Year 11 Handball team were winners of the plate final after winning 8-6 against Lytham St Annes. 

Year 7 Netball continued their winning streak by beating Fleetwood. The A team won 14-0 and B 
team won 8-2. 

Year 9 Netball team won against Hodgson 16 – 13, the A- team lost against Millfield 22-17 and the 
B team won against Millfield 8-4. 

Year 11 Netball team finished 2nd overall in the Wyre and Fylde league. 

Year 10 Netball team finished 3rd overall in the Wyre and Fylde league. 

Under 14 Rugby lost 56 – 0 against Carnforth, nevertheless, the boys did not give up and 
represented the school really well. 

 

Headteacher Coffee and Mince Pie Morning – 10.00 to 11.00am 
This is being held on Thursday 14th December and follows on from the coffee morning in October. 
We will not be discussing the 6th form consultation but it will give the opportunity for me to share 
what we have been working on during this term and listen to your thoughts. 

 
Christmas Lunch served in the Refectory – Friday 15th December 
Roast Turkey, trimmings, roast potatoes, seasonal vegetables or vegetarian option with festive 
shortbread or mince slice plus a drink £2.30.  The Snack Express and Goodfilla’s Sandwich Bar will 
be open as usual. 
 
 
Christmas Jumper Day – Friday 15th December 
On Friday 15th December Baines will support the ‘Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day.’ Everyone 
who donates £1 to take part in this year’s silliness will be doing some serious good around the world. 
Wearing a Christmas jumper could be the difference between a hot meal or no meal. It can help bring 
essential healthcare, education, protection and food to millions of children around the world who are 
missing out on these basics. The money you raise can help make a world of difference to children in 
desperate need – and give them the chance to be children again. 

 
 

Christmas Concert – Wednesday 20th December 
We are pleased to welcome you all to our annual Christmas Concert to be held in the School Hall on 
Wednesday 20th December starting at 7pm.  There is no need to purchase tickets in advance, 
payment at the door is £4 for adults and £2 concessions.  We hope many of you will attend to listen 
to the fantastic music talent at Baines School. 
 
 

Last day of term arrangements – Friday 22nd December 
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School closes at 1pm for the Christmas holiday on Friday 22nd December. School buses have been 
booked for 1pm. There will be no lunch served this day but the Refectory will be open as usual at 
break time. Please ensure arrangements are made for your child to get home if they do not travel by 
school bus. School re-opens Monday 8th January 2018. 
 
School Angel – Raising money for school  
Hopefully you received the email about School Angel. This is a charity which works with schools to 
help raise money. It does not cost you any additional money but companies who are signed up donate 
a percentage of the money you spend to our school. So if you shop online, please go to the Baines 
School Angel site and then click the logo of the company you want to buy from and it will take you 
to their normal website and complete your purchase as normal. At a later date the money raised for 
Baines School will be automatically added and you will all be able to see the running total. 
 
Please share the link with family and friends – the more the merrier, there are no limits to users. 
 
http://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
Consultation proposal to change Baines School from 11-18 to 11-16 
You will have all received a letter and the public notice about the consultation regarding the age-
range of the school. The full proposal is on our website. We are holding two meetings on Wednesday 
13th December, there isn’t any further information to give at this stage but understand that a face to 
face meeting is sometimes helpful. 
 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 Tuesday 12th December – Year 7 Christmas Founders Service 
 Thursday 14th December – Headteacher Coffee Morning 10.00 – 11.00am 
 Wednesday 20th December – Christmas Concert 
 Wednesday 20th December – A Level Class of 2017 Collection of Certificates 3-4pm 
 Wednesday 17th January – Post 16 Careers Evening 4-7pm, 
 Thursday 25th January – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 

Staff Vacancy 
We are advertising for Assistant Site Supervisor, if you know of anyone who might be interested, 
please find the details on our website under staff vacancies (very bottom of the homepage. 
 
Please remember to keep us informed about any changes to phone numbers or email addresses and 
also any successes that your child may have achieved outside of school.  

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman

http://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html


 

 


