
 

  Headteacher Update -  22nd December 2017 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and friends of Baines School, 

I thought I would send an extra update just to mark the end of a fantastic term. Headteachers often 
talk about their first 100 days of Headship. I have had the most amazing first term, getting to know 
our school, students, staff and community. You will have read about the many successes already this 
term in my previous updates. My first update of 2018 will share with you the fantastic festivities from 
the last two weeks of term.  

We say a few goodbyes at Christmas to some staff; in Learning Support, Mrs Bond, Mrs Clarke and 
Miss Allen, in Finance Mrs Wilson and in the refectory Mrs Wood who will both be retiring. We thank 
them for how they have supported our children and school over the years. We also say thank you 
and a special goodbye to Mr Hartnett who has been working with us over the last term. He settled 
in to the music department really well and helped make the music events this term such a great 
success, Baines Day, Founders Service and the music concert. We wish him well in his new school 
in Cumbria. I will introduce our new Head of Creative Arts in January. 

In order to share a little festive cheer, we had a Christmas story and poem competition. I hope you 
enjoy reading the winning entries. 

By Henry Carter (Year 7) 

Christmas Dog 

 It was Christmas time. Down the village street, the tinselled trees 
decorated many of the windows and the spirit of Christmas could 
be sensed by the happiness in the faces of the people. This was 
the Day of Peace, and their simple hearts could be heard from 
miles away. 
But this Christmas didn’t exist for the McGuire family because the 
presents were stolen by a criminal… 

One Christmas eve, Tom was getting ready for a family day out for a walk. As they were walking they 
spotted a cute little dog next to a tree lying down on the floor. It looked like a stray because it had no 
collar. It looked freezing in the cold. The dog had white fur and had a cute little red nose. It looked like 
it was scared so I left it alone. As I walked the dog followed me. I bent down and picked it up it. It felt 
magical it had a red nose I saw it before but I didn’t realise that dogs don’t have red noses it sneezed 
out gold dust. “I can’t believe it” I exclaimed. I was so excited to take it home. As I was walking, a 
man was on a ladder, he tripped and fell. As he was in mid-air the dog sneezed and a few boxes 
appeared under him, “it was the dog!” I whispered to myself. I quickly ran to my house. I saw the 
Christmas tree was up with decorations like baubles, stars and lights. I ran in the door. My mum was 
wondering why I was panting so much. I told her what I had seen but she didn’t believe me, so I 
dragged her outside and showed her what he did. I jumped in the air and the dog sneezed. The boxes 
were under me!  I fell on them and my Mum was so amazed she picked up the dog and stared at it. 
She asked me where I got him from I said that I found him next to a tree and that he looked like a 
stray and that he needed food. My mum went to the shop and bought some dog food. When she got 
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home she fed the dog it jumped up and down and turned into an elf! “I can’t believe it” we both 
shouted. How has this happened I asked the elf he said “You have released me from the dog I am so 
very grateful how could I repay you?” he said. We looked at the Christmas tree and he saw that there 
were no presents so he sneezed and all the presents came back and he also gave us these special 
biscuits which were very tasty. He flew out the door and back home to the North Pole. This had been 
the best Christmas in my entire life I bet my Mum would say the same. But there was one more thing 
he left, he left the cute, little, fluffy, gorgeous dog.    
  
By Harley Gracie (Year 7) 

Two Identical Twins – Two Different Christmases 
 
I’m hiding with my brother, he looks the same as me. 
Four wrinkled creatures snatch him; two little ones take me. 
I feel like I’m on a ride, faster and faster I fall into white. 
Upon waking up and feeling the sun, I see a red light. 
 
Why have I gone suddenly cold? Ah – I have found my fortune! 
Lying and relaxing on silver with others, next to a silver spoon. 
BANG! POP! “Merry Christmas!” they cry. I watch their smiling faces; 
Some are dancing, some are laughing, some sat at their places. 
 
I’m sharply thrown into a tunnel pierced by mountains of white, 
And after an hour or so, I can suddenly see some light. 
I am trying my hardest to make my way back 
But instead skydive through two cheeks, then come off track. 
 
This is the life of an average carrot with a family at Christmas. 
 
Oh, where did my brother go and why am I just sat here? 
I’m staring at a lonely face, next to a can of beer. 
I’m feeling very cold right now, unwanted in this home. 
I watch the waterfalls tumble down his face – why is he alone? 
 
He goes over to the window, watching the family across the way! 
Why is my brother lying on silver and I am on a tray? 
No phone rings here, no glass of cheer, 
No “Merry Christmas!” Or “Happy New Year!” 
Only tears cry out here…………………………………… 
 
This is the life of an average carrot with someone who’s alone at Christmas. 
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School Angel – Raising money for school  
Hopefully you received the email about School Angel. This is a charity which works with schools to 
help raise money. It does not cost you any additional money but companies who are signed up donate 
a percentage of the money you spend to our school. So if you shop online, please go to the Baines 
School Angel site and then click the logo of the company you want to buy from and it will take you 
to their normal website and complete your purchase as normal. At a later date the money raised for 
Baines School will be automatically added and you will all be able to see the running total. 
 
Please share the link with family and friends – the more the merrier, there are no limits to users. 
 
http://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 
 
So it leaves me to wish you all a wonderful festive season and we look forward to welcoming you 
back to Baines in 2018. 
 
 
Forthcoming Events:  

 School re-opens on Monday 8th January 2018 
 Wednesday 17th January – Post 16 Careers Evening 4-7pm 
 Thursday 25th January – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 

Nil Sine Labore 

 

Alison Chapman 
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