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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to inform you that the Ofsted report from the team that inspected the school on 13th and 
14th June this term is now available on the school’s website. The overall grade of “Requires 
Improvement” is a disappointment to all of us and, whilst aspects of the school have clearly improved 
since the last inspection, and Ofsted recognised these, there has not been rapid enough impact upon 
learners’ outcomes owing to inconsistency between subject performance at both GCSE and A Level.  
These will be speedily addressed and greater consistency will be demanded from teachers and 
school leaders at all levels to ensure stronger performance. 
 
Most positively, the pupils have again demonstrated that they are a strength of the school and we are 
extremely proud of how they presented themselves and their school to the inspection team.  Our young 
people behave positively, demonstrate strong personal development and are recognised as being very 
well prepared for the demands of adult life.  Pupils now take a pride in their work, which was a key issue 
in the previous report, behaviour is even better and they take part in our significantly widened range of 
extra-curricular activities regularly and with enthusiasm.  Above all, which is so important in the current 
climate, they feel safe, secure and well-cared for plus they maintain a positive view about education 
and the constructive changes that have been made in their school over the past two years.  Pupil 
attendance, again an issue in 2015, has significantly improved which is a further testimonial to our 
young people’s commitment to the school.   
 
Some of the data and public examination outcomes were simply not strong enough to meet the 
strongest Ofsted criteria and these issues will be robustly addressed but I would respectfully draw 
parent/carers attention to the rapid improvements in the GCSE results for English compared to 2014 
and 15, the substantial positive performance in Mathematics GCSE and the strengthening profile of 
Science.  Furthermore, a higher percentage than the national average of our sixth formers target, then 
achieve, places at Russell Group universities including two students this year who have gained places 
for medicine.  We need to do better and will but there exists a very solid bedrock upon which to improve.  
Pupils do not leave this school lacking the currency for further education, higher education or 
employment.  Indeed, progression rates at 16 and 18 remain a strength to the school. 
 
That said, not all our youngsters are achieving at the highest level they should and this will be the 
relentless drive of the school under the focused leadership and dynamism of the new headteacher.  The 
school clearly has the capacity for further improvement and everyone, at every level, will be committed 
to making this happen. 
 
The Governing Body also acknowledges the Ofsted findings and the need for the school to make further 
rapid progress.  The governors were pleased that the report acknowledged the positive aspects of pupil 
welfare and behaviour as well as the improvements that have been made over the past two years.  
Leadership and Management are a continued focus of the governing body, and, after an extensive 
process, Mrs Alison Chapman was appointed as our new Headteacher and she will be taking up post 
in September.  The governors are confident that the school has the capacity to improve and they will 
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all work to support such improvements with the goal of achieving a ‘good’ rating by the time of the next 
Ofsted inspection.  
 
We would all wish to extend our thanks to the parent/carers who took the time to respond to the Ofsted 
questionnaire and the additional, frequently highly supportive, comments that they were prepared to 
add.  Your son’s or daughter’s education is of paramount importance and should you feel that there are 
any issues from the report that may affect him or her in the future, please make us aware of these and 
you have our assurance that these will be addressed.  We remain committed to strengthening our 
partnership with you and improving the school’s performance to secure the very best education and 
outcomes for your child. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

R J M McCowan 
Headteacher  
  


